
  
    Acyuta Bhava devi dasi


    
      My dear Spiritual Father,

      

      Please accept my most humble obeisances at your lotus feet.

      All glories to Srila Prabhupada, in whose footsteps you are so faithfully following.

      All glories to you on this blessed day of the 60th anniversary of your appearance!

      

      Gurudeva you are an ocean of transcendental qualities. Just as a tiny bird on the shore of the ocean has no capacity to understand the depth and vastness of the ocean, I have no capacity to understand the expanse of your wonderful qualities. Just one drop, of ONE of your many qualities, has the potency to overwhelm me. That is: your quality of kindness.

      

      So many times I have witnessed your supreme kindness in seeing your dealing with others, in conversation and through lectures. Your kindness is always being exhibited in the tireless, selfless way you give yourself to others, taking on such huge austerities, to save us from wasting away our lives in the service of our senses. Your words encourage us to wake up, take notice and become aware of the realities of our existence. I have seen many people visibly moved after hearing from you just once. That is your kindness.

      

      In the Bhagavad gita Srila Prabhupada says that the Spiritual Master is by nature very kind to the disciple. You are definitely testimony to that fact. I have never met anyone as kind as you. I could write so many instances where you have displayed such kindness to me, but for the sake of length, I will write just a few.

      

      One day, after an intense situation, during quite a challenging period in my spiritual life, I was walking to my place of service, feeling very distressed. My phoned beeped. An unusual number, and a message: Are you ok? Yw

      

      Gurudeva how did you know?

      

      saksad-dharitvena samastra-sastrair

      uktas tatha bhavyata eva sadbhih

      kintu prabhor yah priya eva tasya

      vande guroh sri-caranaravindam

      

      In an instant I felt your shelter, your care and protection. Your kindness.

      

      Another way I felt such kindness from you was when a close devotee friend of mine left his body. I was with him and his wife, helping his wife to nurse him. You were affectionate to them both, and when he left, I let you know. You replied with this:

      Don't think this won't happen to you. Don't waste your life.

      

      Bang! I felt a swift knock. Wake up! You're next! Thank you for your kindness, reminding me of a reality that I don't really want to face. But in that situation, those words were like a bullet, and it is by your kindness that now I can't forget that. Thank you.

      

      Thank you for your kindness in guiding me in my service. How I laughed (but got the point) when, after being quite forceful about something, I received this message: A manager who is mature needs to know when to bug off :)

      

      Gurudeva, these little examples are but a fragment of a drop of just ONE of your wonderful transcendental qualities.

      

      Your kindness overwhelms me. Your kindness has captured my heart.

      

      Although I am so unworthy, please accept me as your eternally aspiring servant and spiritual daughter,

      Acyuta bhava dd

    

  


  
    Advaita-priya das


    
      Dear Srila Gurudeva,

      

      Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet, All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

      

      My dear Guru Maharaja at our retreat earlier this year you relayed that when asked about vedic technology, Srila Prabhupada had instructed that “Vedic technology means Sri Guru Parampara.”.

      

      I have been meditating upon this instruction since this time and appreciating the importance of it.

      

      When I first became interested in Krishna Consciousness, the first book I read was The Science of Self Realisation. While it kindled my interest I lacked the intelligence to understand Srila Prabhupada’s finer points and instructions.

      

      I realize now that it is through you, Srila Gurudeva, that we are “plugged” into the vedic technology of the Parampara. It is only through your encouragement, enthusiasm, instruction and example that we are able to approach Srila Prabhupada’s books in the right mood and to even try and understand the treasures held within.

      

      And when we think we have read all of Srila Prabhupada’s books you are always challenging us to revolt against our crazy minds and go deeper into our reading and our chanting of the Holy Name.

      

      The attachment you display for serving Srila Prabhupada in Lord Caitanya’s mission is inspiring and I hope one day, if I develop the same attachment, I may be of some use in your service.

      

      In an address Srila Prabhupada gave to the Bombay branch of the Gaudiya Matha in 1936 he decreed “The knowledge that we receive from our Gurudeva is not different from that imparted by God Himself and the succession of the acaryas in the preceptorial line of Brahma. We adore this auspicious day as Sri Vyasa-puja-tithi, because the Acarya is the living representative of Vyasadeva, the divine compiler of the Vedas, the Puranas, the Bhagavad-gita, the Mahabharata, and the Srimad-Bhagavatam.”

      

      This is the gift you have given us Srila Gurudeva, you are the transcendental postman who is perfectly delivering knowledge through this line of disciplic succession.

      

      I am so deeply humbled and grateful that by Krishna’s great mercy you have somehow found my address.

      

      I pray you will forgive all my offensive behavior and accept this small insignificant offering I humbly lay at your lotus feet.

      

      Aspiring to be your servant

      

      Advaita-priya das

    

  


  
    Alejandra Izquierdo


    
      Querido Devamrita Swami

      Por favor acepte mis humildes reverencias

      Todas las Glorias a Srila Prabhupada

      

      Me gustaría decirle primero que nada que estoy muy contenta de vivir en el ashram con las demás devotas.

      Recuerdo la primera vez que fui a The Loft y de cuanto atraída me sentí al ver a las devotas haciendo tanto servicio, y nunca imagine que podria estar en lo que estoy ahora, por eso le quería dar las gracias en este día tan especial, porque gracias a lo que usted a formado he tenido la oportunidad que acercarme a Krishna.

      

      su aspirante sirvienta

      bhaktin alejandra.
    

  


  
    Alexandrina Bacarji


    
      Dear Maharaja

      

      

      Please accept my humble obeisances.

      All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

      

      

      Thank you very much for giving me an opportunity to move into the ashram and take up the process of Bhakti seriously and not part-time as I was doing.

      

      Devotees have asked me to move into the ashram on a few occasions but I always had an excuse , so if it was not for you, I would not have such an opportunity for serving Krishna as I do living in the ashram.

      

      You were very kind and invited me to spend time in Otaki . Our meeting there was very inspiring. I felt like I was being x-rayed, you are well experienced with Eastern Europeans and you know all the games our minds like to play.Thank you for cutting through the illusion and for giving me strength to aspire living for Krishna and devotees and not for myself. I am going out on books, Sankirtana is giving great meaning to my life. I hope with this service, I can one day repay at least a small amount of debt I am owing to you.

      

      

      

      

      Your aspiring servant,

      

      

      

      Sasha

      

      

    

  


  
    Andrea Vas


    
      Dear Maharaja,

      

      Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories unto the dust of your lotus feet.

      

      It was a great delight to see you again this year in Hungary. I am very happy that you are a constant guest in the Hungarian yatra now, and we can have your personal association. Thank you for the conversations we could have with you during your second stay in New Vrajadhama.

      

      I remember before I first met you in Szeged, I was telling to myself that I should not be enchanted by you since those days you rarely visited the country and were preaching so far away from here. But the moment I saw you I understood that it was useless to preach to myself in this way. Your dedication to Srila Prabhupada's movement, your sense of humour, your personal way of treating the whole community there was so attractive for all who came to the programmes you held that everyone's mind was charmed.

      

      Although it happened so long time ago, I still remember some of your words: you were persuading us to choose the preaching center as our favourite place to go instead of nonsense places like cinemas, cafés or teahouses. When you referred to the last one you looked at me and I was wondering that I never went to such places when I realized that I was teaching French to a friend of mine in a teahouse.

      

      Your request still applies to me: I would lie if I said that my favourite place in the world is the temple of Budapest. As you said at our last meeting, everybody has a long story, still we must not live in the past. It was so inspiring that you told me you cared for me, it meant so much to me.

      

      I promise I will take good care of your disciple, Richard, and hopefully make his journey home easier.

      

      Your servant,

      

      Andrea Vas

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

    

  


  
    Andrew Crowhurst


    
      On this most reverant day I wish to humbley offer my respectfull obeysances to you my most splended spritual master. Of most inprotances in my journy has been the faultless direction into bukti activities and the realisation that through devotional service all areas of my life have begun to work in union. This most simple realisation has had the most profound impact on my life and for this I am most greatful. Devamrita Swami, on this day of your appearance I wish you the most blissfull apresiation for your direction and guidance.

      Forever your most humble survant and well wisher, Andrew.
    

  


  
    Andy Traveller


    
      Dear Devamrita Maharaj,

      

      Please accept my most humble obeisances.

      All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

      

      We have only met a handful of times, yet the seed you have planted in my heart has slowly taken sprout. It has grown despite the winds of my material protests. It has grown despite only receiving a mere once-weekly dose of light of spiritual association. It has grown despite the bombardment from the material modes at my office job. Yet with your unlimited potency, mercy, and spiritual nourishment, I have been increasingly taking shelter under the glorious tree that has flourished in my heart at the base of your lotus feet.

      

      I would like to express my most heart-felt gratitude for having germinated my increasing attachment to Krishna, even though I sometimes feel like an intruder in your presence.

      

      Your unlimited mercy and love of Krishna can never be overestimated or glorified to its true worth. I beg to remain in your merciful shelter from the intense heat of material existence.

      

      Your aspiring servant,

      Andy (from Wellington).

    

  


  
    Anne Broughton


    
      Dear Gurudeva,

      Please accept my humble obeisances.

      All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

      

      I feel honoured to be asked to make this birthday offering to you.

      

      May Krishna bless you with good health, a long life and prosperity. And may you achieve godhead.

      

      I hope we can become very good friends.

      

      Your servant,

      Anne.

      

      

      

    

  


  
    Bala Gopala das


    
      Dear Srila Gurudeva,

      Please accept my humble obeisances.

      All glories to Srila Prabhupada and all glories to you on the auspicious day of your appearance.

      

      You have wonderfully benedicted me in so many diverse and ecstatic ways. Specifically, you have given me the association of your dear servants and representatives. From the very beginning of my entry into this bhakti mysticism your kindness has shone through Jhulan Yatra Prabhu, who let me enter the Loft in Broadway, Newmarket, although I was two dollars short of the full fare. Later, the purity and force of the Loft atmosphere and Bhagavad Gita Mystery discussion, led by Rasa Yatra Mataji, inspired me to return to the Loft again, just in time to meet your Divine Self the following week. From then on I became enchanted by your inescapable transcendental charm. You were so kind to me that, on one late night at the Loft, you personally intervened in my attempt to hitchhike home by arranging for your transcendental staff members to drive me home, despite being forty-five minutes outside of Auckland. Krsnaloka, Jhulan Yatra, Rasa Yatra, Nanda Gopa, Dandakaranya, Dayavira, Mantra Mala, Dina Dayala, and many others... all sacrificed their time and energy for my benefit, under your careful supervision. As Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakur said, every devotee must be prepared to shed hundreds of litres of blood just to bring one person to bhakti and maintain him in bhakti. Later, by your excellent devotional orchestration, Krsnaloka and Seva Kunja Mataji plunged me into the ocean of love of God by introducing me to book distribution. Nanda Gopa, Gaura Raya, Jhulan Yatra and Bhakta Will helped to enhance my taste for this service by throwing me into the nectar of travelling sankirtan during Srila Prabhupada's marathon in the year 2000. Mahavan Prabhu exhibited uncommon patience in raising me through my teenage years to the point of making official my relationship with you. Withough his training, I don't know where I would have ended up.

      

      You once explained, Srila Gurudeva, that if we actually understood the rarity of devotional service and that we have an opportunity to engage in devotional service in the association of devotees, we would be perpetually astonished.

      

      caitanya-caraṇāmbhoja-

      makaranda-liho bhaje

      yeṣāḿ prasāda-mātreṇa

      pāmaro 'py amaro bhavet

      

      Let me offer my respectful obeisances unto the devotees of Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu. Simply by the causeless mercy of the devotees engaged in licking honey from His lotus feet, even a fallen soul becomes eternally liberated.

      (C.C. Antha-lila 7.1)

      

      Because of you, Gurudeva, all of these devotees are impacting others through thousands of plates of prasadam, hundreds of thousands of books being sold and loud chanting of the Hare Krsna maha-mantra. Whomever has met you by Divine Will has been permanently benefited and they are benefiting others by their Krsna conscious presence. My entrance into Krishna consciousness through the collective efforts of so many merciful souls was due to your extraordinary impact upon all of these great Vaisnava devotees of the Lord. You've given me the opportunity to associate with and serve devotees whom are worshipped even by the Lord Himself.

      

      As the devotee thinks that it is due to being a devotee of the Lord that he is elevated in all good qualities, so the Lord also thinks that it is because of His devotion to the servitor that all of His transcendental glories have increased. In other words, as the devotee is always anxious to render service to the Lord, so the Lord is ever anxious to render service to the devotee. The Lord admits herein that altough He certainly has the quality that anyone who receives a slight particle of the dust of His lotus feet becomes at once a great personality, this greatness is due to His affection for His devotee. (S.B. 3.16.7 purport)

      

      By your mercy, I now have the great fortune to personally tend to and serve your devotees, which I've found to be rewarding, challenging, and ultimately a source of great happiness. The service of trying to look after devotees is emotionally taxing and amazing! As stated in the Padma Purāna, ārādhanānām sarveshām vishnor ārādhanam param: of all kinds of worship, worship of Lord Vishnu is the best. Tasmāt parataram devi tadīyānām samarcanam: and recommended more than worship of Vishnu is worship of the Vaishnava.

      

      Please, bless me with the desperate desire to always consider the welfare and service of your Vaisnava devotees as my number one priority, as you have firmly established as our ashram principle. Alone, I do not find the strength to chant the holy name of Hari. Please be merciful and, blessing me with a drop of faith, bestow upon me the great treasure of the holy name of Krsna.

      

      hoping to always remain your aspiring servant,

      Bala Gopala das
    

  


  
    Benjamin Beer


    
      Dear Srila Gurudeva

      Please accept my most humble obeisances.

      All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

      On your glorious appearance day, please allow me to prostrate my sinful body at your lotus feet.

      

      Srila Prabhupada writes “A joker's activities simply arouse laughter, and a person who tries to repay the spiritual master or teacher of the transcendental message of Krsna becomes a laughingstock just like a joker because it is not possible to repay such a debt.” SB 4.22.47 pp.

      

      As such I must submit myself to you, as nothing more than a laughingstock.

      Perhaps this is fitting for me, because the thin veneer of devotion that I brandy about with such audacious pride represents merely an external show of razzle-dazzle intended to thwart others from discovering the internal crisis that blazes away within my hardened heart. Pleading guilty, I know I have a tendency to try and demonstrate a level of humility and surrender that far exceeds what is actually genuine.

      

      As you say, I am “impressionistic”. This is indeed true. Meditating on this - and aspiring to end this corrupt career as a show-bottle [so-called] devotee, this year, instead of investing all my efforts in impressionistic word jugglery, I would rather try to choose to be honest. Resisting the temptation to put forward the usual song and dance I wish to replace it with the naked truth - exposing myself as the coward I really am.

      

      I feel that when Krsna says in the Bhagavad Gita (3.6): “One who restrains the senses of action but whose mind dwells on sense objects certainly deludes himself and is called a pretender.”, he is speaking directly to me, and then I find I have nowhere to run and nowhere to hide, but am left with only one option: to try and deal with myself.

      

      Thus, if I can take the humble position for a change, I might begin to see myself as nothing more than a fool.

      

      Perhaps with these things in mind, I may be more qualified in an attempt to glorify you on this most auspicious occasion.

      

      Srila Gurudeva, one thing that I really marvel about you is that you are always working for my benefit in all circumstances and on all occasions whether I am aware of this or not. Not even to mention how you are working for the benefit of all living beings.

      

      ““It is the duty of every living being to perform welfare activities for the benefit of others with his life, wealth, intelligence and words. By his work, thoughts and words, an intelligent man must perform actions which will be beneficial for all living entities in this life and the next.” Cc Adi 9.42-43

      

      This verse very nicely portrays how you have chosen to lead your life - devoted to the welfare of all living beings taking nothing for yourself. Being completely in awe of your devotional resume, your qualities as an accomplished, fully self-realized, paramahamsa Vaisnava, a steadfast guru and a magnanimous sadhu inspire me to become a better person. Your ability to provide guidance to those who seek it through the perilous quagmire of nescience is as expert as it is selfless. Guru Maharaja, you have this amazing ability to hold a mirror up to show me - using only a scattering of a few words, or perhaps even just a telling facial expression - what I need to work on in order to purify my consciousness. Without your compassion and mercy, I would not be able to see the lust, the greed, the anger and the envy that pervades my heart just as corruption, exploitation and perversion pervades the governance of todays society.

      

      Srila Prabhupada writes: “...devotional service cleanses the mirror of the mind. In a clean mirror one can see one's face very distinctly. Similarly, simply by cleansing the mirror of the mind one can have a clear conception of the Supreme Personality of Godhead.” SB 4.3.23 pp. This quote very nicely describes the potency of sadhana bhakti. But I must never forget that jumping on the bhakti bandwagon was never my own discovery - it was your gift to me. Not only this, but you continue guiding me, step by step, so conscientiously on the journey home. The acharya-laced parampara has bequeathed to you the bona-fide roadmap capable of reuniting me with the Lord of my heart. Now I just need to follow it. This means following your instruction.

      

      I have no claim to be able to repay the debt I owe you, nor do I have the means to adequately express appreciation, but all I can really do is simply present myself as a laughingstock at your lotus feet, and hope that there may be some way you can find some use for me in Lord Caitanya’s glorious sankirtan movement.

      

      Just as a wretched flea clings to the mane of the most magnificent lion, I beg that you may continue to tolerate this rascal clinging to your lionhearted lotus feet.

      

      Trying to be your aspiring servant

      Bhakta Benjamin
    

  


  
    Benjamin Tregilgas


    
      Dear Gurudeva

      Please accept my humble obeisances

      All glories to Srila Prabhupada

      

      Although I haven’t been initiated by you yet I still think of you as my spiritual master. We’re all very fortunate to have you as our spiritual master. Your always thinking for our welfare and I’m sure I can say on behalf me, your disciples and your well-wishers that we’re all very thankful for that. Whenever you come here we all tell you all of our problems and then you give such nice guidance and then give Bhagavatam classes just to help us with our problems. We’re all very thankful for that. I can’t express how thankful I am that you’ve helped me out of such a miserable and hellish past, of course, I also have Municari and Sruticari to thank for that and I do thank them profusely. I’m also very thankful that you’ve been so tolerant of me and I sincerely apologize for all the offenses I’ve made out of pride. Even though I’m such an offensive materially attached doofas your still very kind to me and you haven’t given up on me. We’re all so fortunate to have such a compassionate, kind and selfless spiritual master. Your such a good example. Whenever you come to Wellington we’re all so enlivened and inspired by your presence. Your definitely a worthy spiritual master. You give such inspiring Bhagavatam classes and we’re always excited when we find out your giving them. We’ll never get enough of hearing your Bhagavatam classes. Thank you so much for being such an inspiration to all of us. We’re all so fortunate to have such a kind spiritual master who’s always so absorbed in Krsna consciousness. I hope I can be a good, competent and humble disciple. Thank you so much.

      

      Ys

      Bhakta Ben

      

    

  


  
    Bhadrasena das


    
      Dear Gurudeva

      

      Please accept my humble obeisances

      All glories to Srila Prabhupada

      All glories to You, my beloved Srila Gurudeva

      

      All glories to you, on this wonderful day of your appearance.

      

      Over the years, Gurudeva, I have been so fortunate to be able to witness your ever fresh and expert presentations on KC, in different locations, to different audiences. As a result, I am constantly reminded of your empowered ability to deliver the message of the Vedas to so many different people, according to changing times and current events. You are truly a preacher of the 21st century.

      

      At each location and with different audiences, you deliver just the right level of KC wisdom, tailored with precision, so that everyone present, if they are listening properly, will be able to understand the important message you are trying to convey, on behalf of the Parampara.

      

      This year, particularly, I was privy to see a glimpse of just how much research and academic effort you tailor into your cutting edge presentations. It has become clear to me, more and more, that you have such a transcendental perspective on all levels of existence, including the material platform and its forever changing climates. You are living evidence Gurudeva, that a devotee is fully in the world, and your presence throws pie in the face of those who claim that devotees of Krishna are not in the “real world”, according to their definition.

      

      You also set the example for others, that as devotees of Krishna, we should be fully aware of the terrain and environment in which we are trying to outreach to people, rather than becoming isolated and sleepy, concerned only about our own spiritual emancipation, unaware of Maya’s ever-changing plans and tactics, in which the fallen souls are drowning. Your vision and insight into Maya’s developments and permutations is apparent to those who have the opportunity to witness and enter into your lectures and workshops.

      

      As I watched your presentation at Auckland University this year, I had flash backs of when I first had the privilege to hear your talks at Soho Temple in London. Even back then, I had never heard such a contemporary presentation of Srila Prabhupada’s books. As I sat mesmerised, I personally experienced a tangible scent of freshness emanating from your lips, an aroma and a flavour I could taste, while you were speaking. The language you used allowed contemporary kali-yugites like me, entrance into understanding Vedic wisdom.

      

      I can honestly say that your presentation captured my heart and intelligence, and I have never doubted my attachment for you since then. Your shear brilliance captured my mind forever.

      On a side note, I am not sure if I ever told you, but the first time I met you, I had this experience mentioned above.

      I was at home at my flat in South London on a Saturday night. The usual pangs and habit pressures from my previous hedonistic days were pushing on me very strong that night. As my mind hammered away, I prayed to my deities to help me. I realised I had reached that time in my KC when I needed a spiritual guide; I knew I couldn’t progress on my own anymore. So, with inspiration given from within, I quickly sprung into emergency action. I knew I should just go to the temple and seek some association quickly. So, I raced on my scooter to try to catch the usual Saturday class and Harinam.

      

      When I arrived, you were sitting and singing on the Vyasasana. I remember thinking that I had never seen this sannyasi before. I was lucky to see so many of Prabhupada disciples over the years, but I had never seen you before. I immediately sat at the front, right near you. I was intrigued.

      

      The moment you started talking I noticed that my senses we now completely transfixed upon you. I noticed that I couldn’t look away or stop hearing from you. I no longer had any control of my senses, because you had them. As you spoke, as mentioned above, I could taste the atmosphere emanating from you. It was like spring flowers and fragrances. Every word you spoke was so fresh, as they resonated with modern terms and phrases. My access to understanding KC was being enhanced and aided by your amazing presentation. WOW!! I thought.

      

      Finally, after the class, you suddenly left the temple room. At that moment someone inside me was urging me to move. I was suddenly being ordered by an inner voice to quickly get your association and to make contact. There was a deep feeling of urgency, like my life depended on this. I was young and naive as I stumbled outside the temple room to where you were sitting. I asked my God brother, Kashinatha, “ What do I do? Can I stay in touch with him?” I asked nervously. He quickly told me to go and speak to you and make contact.

      

      I remember standing amongst the small crowd around you, waiting for the opportunity to catch your attention. Eventually, tongue-tied, I blurted out,“ Excuse me prabhu, is it possible I can stay in contact with you? “.

      

      (Please forgive for this childish mistake calling you prabhu.)

      

      You then looked up at me and said in your long deep tone, “ Yeeees? ” You handed me a piece of paper with your email address on.

      

      I walked way in complete ecstasy towards the stairs. I felt I was rocketing to the stars. I finally met my spiritual master. As I passed the stairs, a devotee came the other way with a plate of your remnants. I grab it and ate the whole lot, including the paper plate it was on. I was in ecstasy. You had entered my heart and life like an explosion on the one hand and as inner peace on the other.

      

      From then on you allowed me to write to you, culminating in you staying with me in my flat on two occasions. Completely new to serving a spiritual master, you tolerated my fumbling's and mistakes in trying to serve you while you were in London. How merciful you are Gurudeva.

      

      Since then, I have never stopped listening to your contemporary lectures and talks. Everyday I hear you, and currently I am beginning to realise that, as your student, I am meant to follow in your footsteps. In all the out reach work I do, I am always seeing how you have trained me and given me a small amount of your skills, like a father training his son. When I give classes and workshops, I often pause to think about how to explain things. At that time, I hear you in my heart, as clear as day. At that moment I feel you are with me and my heart fills with gratitude and love. My existence now has meaning and purpose, only in relation to you. Thank you Gurudeva.

      

      Also, I am becoming aware that, from your outreach presentations, I am beginning to experience how, by regularly hearing of them, your insights give me access to new layers of understanding Srila Prabhupada’s books. As I read pastimes related to your lectures, the meanings and depths of Prabhupada’s presentations unveil themselves, as I hear your voice in my mind echoing revelation to the messages within.

      

      My heart at that time throbs and recognises that it is only due to the implicit faith in the Spiritual master that the imports to the revealed scriptures are revealed. I become grateful and humbled that I need you in order to go deeper into KC. I also understand that we MUST regularly hear the spiritual masters lectures. This is our real service. From this our footing is steady and our services expand.

      

      Many of your lectures I have heard over and over again, and each time, newer and newer points reveal themselves. This is my best association with you. You are opening my eyes with the torchlight of knowledge. So I see now that it is crucial to hear everyday in order to see properly. After hearing, one naturally wants to explain to others for their benefit.

      

      So, I am humbly trying to glorify you on this most wonderful day of your appearance. I have attempted to illuminate a particle of your amazing abilities to preach, according to time and place, and to use my first experience of you as a living example of how you extend yourself, in so many ways, to help those rare souls who are fortunate enough to come to KC. I am in awe at the amount of effort, energy and skill you are putting into presenting KC to the world. I have simply talked about your presentations, what to say of your global travelling austerities and schedules.

      I am truly proud to be your disciple and, your outstanding example as a servant of Srila Prabhupada, always humbles me and inspires me. I hope, as an offering, I can offer my life and soul to try to do the same, although I am unqualified and useless without your mercy.

      

      May I try to offer, whatever I have, to please you and, like a proud son, try to follow in your footsteps by constantly trying to reach out to others.

      

      Always remaining your humble servant and disciple

      

      Bhadrasena das

      (Auckland 2010)

      

      

    

  


  
    Bhagavat Katha dasa


    
      Dear Gurudeva

      

      Please accept my humble obeisances

      All glories to Srila Prabhupada

      

      Gurudeva, you’re like a life-coach for all of us. For the benefit of others you give so much personal attention despite of your increased workload. Such personal care makes all you disciples to feel very special.

      

      How has such personalism developed? You actually have a relationship with Krsna on that personal platform. And to share and shower that personalism with others you travel tirelessly and selflessly. Just like Srila Prabhupada who left Vrndavanam to deliver the western world filled with impersonalism and voidism,by sharing the love of Krsna with others. This mood of Srila Prabhupada you have imbibed in.

      

      I pray that you always keep me under your shelter.

      

      Your servant,

      Bhagavat Katha dasa

    

  


  
    Bhakta Clemens


    
      Dear Devamrita Maharaja,

      

      please accept my humble obeisances.

      all glories to Srila Prabhupada.

      

      mukham karoti vacalam

      pangum langayate girim

      yad-krpa tam aham vande

      sri gurun dina taram

      

      You have been so incredibly merciful and patient with me, that although I am incompetent and acted ungrateful in respect to what you were offering me by not being able to embrace your mercy fully, still I am now trying to glorify your beautiful lotos feet.

      Under these lotus feet so many devotees in New Zealand and all over the world have found a very personalized shelter. By personalized I mean the effort you take to not only give guidance in terms of spiritual issues, but you help everybody to achieve a peaceful and mode-of-goodness living condition.

      

      In other words: you, being the expert captain, not only know

      how
to cross the material ocean of birth and death, but somehow you seem to know all the secret shortcuts and how to stabilize the boat to the maximum extent possible. For this purpose you take the pain to always keep track of the zeitgeist; I can hardly grasp what a great sacrifice it must be to study subject matters that you must have left behind long ago. But for your disciples and "foster children" - like me - you have learnt to meet everyone where he is. This is the embodiment of compassion and sacrifice in the spirit of our beloved Srila Prabhupada.

      

      The instructions you gave me where always very practical and straight forward, like i.e. "to dance more in kirtan", to read nectar of devotion, or to "understand that I am a beginner in Bhakti" and yet they always mystically touched a deeper issue in my hard heart. One thing I do gradually become aware of more and more is, that in fact: I am and have remained a beginner in Bhakti.

      

      My only hope is that you don't see this as disqualification, but in contrast keep on having compassion with me and allowing me to take your guidance.

      

      In deep gratitude - or rather: trying to develop the same by distributing Srila Prabhupada's books and trying to be as compassionate as you and your wonderful disciples.

      

      your very fallen servant

      Bhakta Clemens
    

  


  
    Bhakti Sara Dasa


    
      nama om visnu padaya krsna presthaya bhutale

      srimate devamrita swamin iti namine

      

      pracare purva-daksyam ca bhaktacara-pravinata

      pararthatapi karunyam yasya sarve ca te namah

      

      "Obeisances to you who have all the qualities of unique skill in preaching, competence in Vaishnava dealings, selflessness and compassion."

      

      Dear Guru Maharaj,

      

      Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet.

      All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories to your auspicious appearance day.

      

      Gurudeva, it mentioned in your pranama mantra that you are perfectly competent in Vaishnava dealings. I have heard in your lectures that perfect Vaisnava etiquette is mentioned in Caitanya Caritamrita and that you really enjoy reading it. You are not only relishing this Vaisnava sanga but are teaching us also with your example. One particular instruction that you gave me was to improve the quantity and quality of my association with devotees. Only recently, with your mercy, have I been making a conscious effort to do so.

      

      One may mistake you as another frequent traveler at the airport, but the purpose of your constant travels is totally transcendental i.e. to distribute the unlimited fruits of devotional service as per Caitanya Mahaprabhu's mission. If it is not so then why would one voluntarily accept, so often, to be in the congested and suffocating atmosphere of an airplane with people eating abominable foodstuffs all around. Externally your activities may seem just like others but it is not so. As it is stated in Padma Purana

      

      arcye viṣṇau śilā-dhīr guruṣu nara-matir

      

      "One should not consider the Deity of the Lord as worshiped in the temple to be an idol, nor should one consider the authorized spiritual master an ordinary man."

      

      Srila Prabhupada has given an analogy that a pure devotee has no material affection, due to his body being spiritualized like a red-hot iron in contact with fire. With your unflinching devotion you are just like the red-hot iron which can burn our material tendencies with a slight touch. This is confirmed in Srimad Bhagavatam 10.48.31 that the holy places with sacred rivers, or the demigods in deity forms made of earth and stone purify the soul only after a long time, whereas saintly persons like you purify just by being seen.

      

      As an expert gardener sows the seed & comes back every now & then to water it & nourish it. Similarly, you are a proficient cultivator; I am like a burnt seed planted in the field of Melbourne Mahaprabhu Mandir with almost no chance of fructification. But with your miraculous skill you have engaged me in devotional service.

      

      If one has such exalted qualities, there can be a tendency to become proud. But you Gurudeva, are always fixed in humility and pridelessness. I could understand this fact from an incident that occurred 2-3 years ago in Melbourne. After an evening lecture in theatre, a rather new person in the audience asked you that how do you take this respect and worship by others. Apparently he was observing the service you were receiving during the course of giving lecture by devotees. To his question you immediately answered

      

      oṁ ajñāna-timirāndhasya jñānāñjana-śalākayā

      cakṣur unmīlitaṁ yena tasmai śrī-gurave namaḥ

      

      “I was born in the darkest ignorance, and my spiritual master opened my eyes with the torch of knowledge. I offer my respectful obeisances unto him.”

      

      This shows that you accept all the services rendered to you by your disciples & well wishers on behalf of Srila Prabhupada.

      

      Being unable to sufficiently glorify you and offer prayers to you, I would like to offer you a prayer made by Akrura who has perfected the art of praying.

      As stated in Srimad Bhagavatam 10.38.19

      

      apy aṅghri-mūle 'vahitaṁ kṛtāñjaliṁ

      mām īkṣitā sa-smitam ārdrayā dṛśā

      sapady apadhvasta-samasta-kilbiṣo

      voḍhā mudaṁ vīta-viśaṅka ūrjitām

      

      “Thus he will cast His smiling, affectionate glance upon me as I remain fixed with joined palms, fallen in obeisances at his feet. Then all my contamination will at once be dispelled, and I will give up all doubts and feel the most intense bliss.”

      

      Gurudeva, I beg you to give me strength to follow your instructions faithfully because only by your mercy I can do so successfully and not at all by my insignificant efforts. Please bless me so that I can become the most obedient servant of your servants.

      

      Aspiring to be the servant of your servants,

      Bhakti Sara Dasa
    

  


  
    Bhakti-lata devi dasi


    
      Dear Guru Maharaja,

      Please accept my humble obeisances.

      All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

      All glories to you.

      

      Although most unqualified, I will attempt to write an offering to you on the auspicious day of your appearance.

      

      Everyday in Guru Vandana we sing Vedy Gaya Yahara Carito (the Vedic scriptures sing of his character) and recently while reading about the characteristics about pure devotional service in Nectar of Devotion I thought about how it perfectly fits you.

      

      • You are always engaged in spreading Krishna consciousness to others and being freed from the bodily identification you are not affected by any material discomforts or any distresses that your mission might cause you.

      

      • Following in the footsteps of the previous acaryas, you are 24-7 engaged in the highest welfare of human society, distributing Krishna Consciousness around the world. Over the years an innumerable number of people have benefited and were pleased to meet a person of your caliber. You relate to everyone whoever they are, and deal with them so expertly that they gain immensely from your association.

      

      • You completely understand the temporary and miserable nature of the material world. Having realized the source of real pleasure you gave up your promising material career and then working under the spiritual energy you took up a lifelong career to work selflessly for the pleasure of Srila Prabhupada and Lord Caitanya.

      

      • We learn from the Nectar of Devotion that pure devotional service is rarely achieved and the only price we have to pay is intense eagerness to obtain it. You are always intensely eager to obtain Srila prabhupada’s and Krsna’s mercy. As a young devotee, you heard that it was Prabhupada’s desire to spread Krsna consciousness in the communist countries and you did that under going all challenges and risks to please Him.

      

      • You show us by example that the top most pleasure is only there in devotional service. You always say that there is no happiness in the material world, the actual origin of bliss is in the holy name, service to Guru, the vaisnava’s and Krsna. You demonstrate how other happiness cannot supersede that.

      

      • You teach us how to attract Krsna’s attention. In one lecture you mentioned, do your service in such a way that Krishna himself asks you “How were you able to do such a thing?”

      

      When we follow your instructions, when we dare to take up the opportunity for selflessly absorb ourselves in service, we get reassured and feel the connection with you, Prabhupada and Krsna.

      

      Thank you Guru Maharaja for guiding us in the world where there is danger at every step. You make the very difficult task of becoming Krsna conscious, easily accessible to ordinary souls.

      

      Aspiring to one day serve you appropriately,

      Bhakti-lata dd

    

  


  
    Bhava Sandhi dd


    
      nama om visnu padaya

      krsna prestaya bhutale

      srimate devamrtaswami

      iti namine

      

      pracare purva daksam ca

      bhakti cara pravinata

      para tatapi karunam

      yasya sarve ca te namaha

      

      Dear Gurudeva.

      

      This Vyasapuja I wanted to thank you for us teaching by your example.

      

      You lead us as the master of being fully absorbed in Krishna’s service and you urge us to do the same.You ask us to do services in which you yourself would feel inspired, never exploiting us, knowing that if we get this higher taste we will be safe under the shelter of devotional service.

      

      With wisdom and steadiness you take care of your health through exercise and diet, so as to take care of Krishna’s body. You even enquire from devotees their diets, making sure their nutritional needs are met and that asrams are meeting devotees' health needs.

      I witnessed many times behind the scenes as a loft manager your care of devotees. When there were suggestions of offering more service to a particular grhasta you said no, he was a family man who had already a lot of service and had to take care also of his family situation. You show us through your association with your godbrothers and encourage us to deepen our relationships with our peers.

      

      By your exemplary hearing and chanting you manage your schedule with adequate time for reading Srila Prabhupadas books. In your recent visit to New Gupta Vraja you were so merciful to invite the devotees to come and chant with you in the mornings. Her Grace Dinasarana was so touched by how you have so many responsibilities yet you take such care of us. She urged us to understand that this is quite special, so I feel even more gratitude for your personal training.

      

      Unfortunately I can never express in words how much you mean to me and how thankful I am for what you have given. Thank you for giving me the best years of my life and I pray that the rest of my time serving you can also continue to be the best years of my life for the rest of my life.

      

      Your aspiring servant,

      

      Bhava Sandhi dd

    

  


  
    Bhumna Krsna Dasa


    
      Hare Krsna maharaja

      PAMHO AGTSP

      

      Wow...this is the hardest part of the year for me, i mean what do you say to someone who has given you everything and sacrificed everything doing it and has done so knowing i have no realization or appreciation of it...well that says it all right there. Thank you??.....is that it,after all that, no it's not enough, i could say thank you for the rest of my life and still not get there. and whats worse, if i do go back to godhead I'll lose my chance to show my full appreciation. so my plan is to come back birth after birth to at least give myself a chance to achieve that unachievable goal. so Maharaja until i get there please accept a very inadequate THANK YOU tinged with a little service.

      

      Your Servant Bhumna Krsna Dasa
    

  


  
    Brahma Kunda Dasa


    
      om ajnana-timirandhasya jnananjana-salakaya

      caksur unmilitam yena tasmai sri-gurave namah

      

      Dear Gurudeva,

      

      Please accept my humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet

      All glories to Srila Prabhupada

      All glories to you

      

      Gurudeva, I lack the ability to glorify you and your qualities. My attempt to glorify you is like lighting a match stick in front of the sunlight. But out of your unlimited mercy please accept this juvenile offering.

      

      Gurudeva, in one of your lectures you were mentioning about Guru - disciple relationship. You said “the relationship is based on intimacy and friendship. This intimacy and friendship means that the disciple takes Guru’s desire as their own desire and the Guru’s mission as their life and soul”. Over the years you have practically led by example how to develop this intimate relationship. You have completely dedicated your life to perfectly follow each instruction given by Srila Prabhupada. To please him, you have made so many sacrifices, took up so many dangerous situations to spread Krishna conscious knowledge.

      

      It is said when a pure devotee speaks, his words acts upon the hearts of the audience. You have successfully changed so many lives and hearts of people who were least interested in spiritual life. You skillfully communicate this topmost knowledge in a way everyone can understand. You easily grab attention by giving mundane material examples which people can relate to, and then very expertly you give these examples a spiritual twist, leaving everyone wonder what has just hit them. In one of the retreats you spoke about the disaster of Hiroshima-Nagasaki and showed how great that disaster was. Later on you went to say that the greatest disaster is when one misses the opportunity of human birth to develop love for God and takes birth again in the lower species of life. Using such examples you invoke us to think deeper into our existence and our real self interest. At the end of your talks and seminars we feel like hungry babies wanting for more.

      

      With your tolerance, patience, love, perseverance, personal care and attention you are always helping us to make spiritual advancement. Through your lectures you are sharing your experiences and realizations with us, making it easier for us to understand the need and importance of spiritual knowledge in one’s life. Every time I hear you, I appreciate your deep understanding of Prabhupada’s books and realize how much I need to learn.

      

      Your selflessness and sacrifices to reach out to people and help them is not measurable. I hope one day I can become a genuine disciple, follow all your instructions and do a little something to please you and please Srila Prabhupada.

      

      Learning to become a servant

      BrahmaKunda Dasa

    

  


  
    Buddhimanta Dasa


    
      Nama om Vishnu padaya

      Krishna presthaia bhutale

      Srimate Devamrita

      swamin iti namine

      pracare purva-daksyam ca

      bhaktacara-pravinata

      pararthatapi karunyam

      yasya sarve ca te namah

      

      “Obeisances to you who have all the qualities of unique skill in preaching, competence in Vaishnava dealings, selflessness and compassion.”

      Hare Krishna dear Guru Dev

      Please accept my humble obeisances, All glories to your lotus feet, All glories to Vyasa Puja festival

      Guru Maharaj Just like an adamant child cries and a kind father provides, you fulfill all my desires. Guru Maharaj you have been very kind to me through out and especially by agreeing to celebrate your Vyasa Puja festival at Noida temple today. Guru Maharaj by your causeless mercy today we have the good fortune to make our offerings directly to our dear Guru Maharaj sitting right here. For me this is a dream which came true.

      I fully understand that Vani seva is more pleasing to you than Vapu seva but let me admit that for an incompetent person like me who is trying to be a devotee your Vapu seva will keep me intoxicated for a while and always will remind me to follow your instructions and render some vani seva.

      Guru Maharaj, I never feel that I never associated with Srila Prabhupada. Of course we see Srila Prabhupada in his books but I always see Srila Prabhupada in yourself as well. You have inherited the rich wealth from Srila Prabhupada, namely Vision for the movement, self discipline, time keeping, Gravity, engaging all disciples in some service which is suitable to their ashram to elevate their spiritual level. Guru Maharaj you always make sure your each and every disciple is engaged in devotional service and connected to some local ISKCON center. You personally train disciples to stick to the program planned by Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu and executed by Srila Prabhupada.

      Guru Maharaj whatever little material or spiritual possessions I have today is due to your causeless mercy and nothing else. I do not deserve anything, I have no qualification to serve you, but out of compassion you accept my tiny endeavor. Please bless me on this the most auspicious day on your Vyasa Puja so that I can develop some taste for chanting which was your last instruction to me at Delhi airport leaving India last year. I am trying to achieve that but find it difficult due to my own anarthas and unwanted desires.

      Guru Maharaj, indeed you have justified you are the ocean of Karuna , by accepting an insignificant servant like myself in your service.

      Guru Maharaj, today on your Vyasa Puja day I beg for a return gift from your side, in spite of my countless faults, kindly keep me engaged in your service and keep me at your lotus feet, always.

      Thank you very much Guru Dev.

      Your tiny servant

      Buddhimanta Dasa

      Guru Dev ki Jai!

      

    

  


  
    Campak Gaur devi dasi


    
      Dear Srila Gurudeva

      

      Please accept my humble obeisance’s.

      All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

      All glories to you on your auspicious appearance day!

      

      I would like to try and express my gratitude to you.

      

      Recently I visited Christchurch and it took me back to the beginning days of my Krsna consciousness and meeting you there close to 7 years ago. ‘Where do you see yourself in 30 years?’ you asked us, a small crowd of guests sitting in the lounge room called the Loft. Having arrived in New Zealand and just turned 18, I had hopes of finding ‘something else’. I could have never imagined it would be meeting you and taking up the path of bhakti.

      

      I first came to the Loft cause the devotee I met on the street had described to me that it was a far out atmosphere. She said that we sit around and play music and there were these cool guys there who played the drums. She made it sound so mysterious. I was imagining upstairs in a loft, where some laid-back musicians would hang out. However, on arriving there and finding ladies on one side of the room and then the men on the other who only stare at the floor and not at you, was definitely a surprise. But, it was actually a great relief. I thought this was something different!

      

      When you asked us the question 'were do we see ourselves in 30 years', I had never been asked this before or thought for myself this far ahead. Recently in a class in Wellington you said ‘What teenage girl would have a clue what they are doing? They just look and see what all the other girls are doing, look at what magazines say to do, TV’s, movies, then listen to a few lyrics from some pop songs! Oh, I understand!’ It was embarrassing to hear that, cause even though I would have liked to think I was different, it reminded me that I wasn't - this is all I really used to know. I did often feel there must be something more, but I never could have imagined it would be this.

      Sometimes when I sit in your classes I am still stunned were I am. Being with you in Srimad Bhagavatam class or hearing you read the pastimes of Caitanya Caritamrita is like being in a different dimension. When you speak you create such a transcendental atmosphere and bring the spiritual world to reality. Thank you for these classes Gurudeva, they always bring me back to life…

      

      When I first met you at that Loft talk, I remember your bright character, deep intellect and humorous descriptions on the realities of material life which were very captivating. But the most amazing thing to me was your compassionate heart. Your deep care for others was a new phenomena for me, even scary, so in the beginning I tried to stay away. However this later turned out to be what you called a blessing. I left Christchurch then came across your divine loving care again in Brisbane. Thank you for taking an interest in me, for all of your tireless care and encouragement. I truly believe I would not have survived there if it was not for your visits and the shelter of your disciples who took me in.

      

      Gurudeva you are like an ocean of compassion. You care deeply for the devotees while at the same time tirelessly working and thinking of new ways to catch more souls into the bhakti net. You then engage them in the service of Lord Caitanya. Your pranams describe you perfectly-

      ‘one who has all the unique skills in preaching, competence in Vaisnava dealings, selflessness and compassion’.

      

      You say that distributing Krishna consciousness means wearing your heart on your sleeve. Thank you for always wearing your big heart on your sleeve. By your association one can become infected with the bhakti bug and return to proper spiritual health. Then as the perfect loving doctor, you are always checking on the health of your patients. You make sure they are taking their medicine and exercising properly by building spiritual muscles through hearing and chanting. Also, you are an expert doctor at diagnosing a problem because the love and compassion you show is not just sentimental but based on knowledge. You know the problem and you know the cure, then you can administer the cure in such a expert personal way. You also create a support system for your patients. You remind always strongly of the goal and describe what good health to look forward too. Then you also care so much to arrange the supportive culture that enables them to stay in the healing process long enough to reach the goal without becoming frustrated and giving up.

      

      Thank you for catching the attention of someone even as myself who had no high spiritual or even material aspirations for myself. In such an insane world as today, where you say people are so quick to just trash themselves out, you have a very hard job.

      

      Earlier this year when you visited Wellington you spoke to my Mother in a lecture and said-

      ‘It is not easy trying to establish and uphold a sane social culture these days. It is very difficult. The wildness that people are coming from these days is mind boggling, so we have to cope with all that and get people established as bhakti yoga practitioners. It is not an easy job. How to live a life of integrity and self respect, cause people these days are so quick to trash themselves out. We are like going against the grain here, it is not easy, so your appreciation means a lot.’

      

      My Mother was very happy to meet you and impressed by your divine character and work that she sent my 13 year old sister to come and stay at Gaura Yoga with hopes that she might also be attracted to the Krsna conscious way of life. She asked ‘can he become her Father also?’.

      

      So as well as being an expert doctor I must thank you for being a loving father too. Teaching your Kali yuga orphans to respect themselves and love Krsna. I am sorry I am slow in still trying to learn this. I also still cannot understand, fully comprehend or properly appreciate how you care for me. Even though your mercy and love is there at every moment through your instructions, sometimes it feels like my heart is like a vessel with holes at the bottom and your love pours in and out again. This is my fault. But I have a sincere hope and faith that through applying the patches of the bhakti proces I may one day be of more use to you in your service to Srila Prabhupada. I understand that the quicker one can learn to properly receive, the quicker and better one can give to others.

      

      My dear Master and loving Father I pray to become your sincere servant and obedient daughter in action. You are the best Master because you are the best servant, always serving the spiritual needs and endeavours of others. You are the best Father because you can deliver your dependents.

      

      Aspiring in your service.

      

      Your spiritual daughter and servant,

      Campak gaur devi dasi

    

  


  
    Candanesvara Dasa


    
      namo om visnu padaya krsna prestaya bhutale

      srimati devamrita swami iti namine

      

      pracare-purva-daksyam-ca bhaktacara-pravinata

      pararthatapi-karunyam yasya sarve ca te namah

      

      

      

      Dearest Guru Maharaj,

      

      Please accept my most humble obeisances at your Lotus feet,

      

      All glories to Srila Prabhupada

      

      All glories to your auspicious appearance

      

      

      First of all I would like to pray to Sri Sri Radha Ballabha and Gaura Nitai to shower their blessings on you on this auspicious occasion of your appearance day.This year you have bestowed a special mercy on me by accepting me as your disciple and boosting my spiritual life by initiating me at the start of this year.

      

      After the initiation I was so happy and excited and thought "Wow!! that's a good start for the year...and auspicious too!!" . But I was completely unaware of what was yet to come during the later part of the year... Your glories are know to all the devotees and especially your caring nature and personal counseling that you offer to each of your disciple. I was also one of those fortunate one. You always inquired if I have got a job yet...Each time you asked I regretfully used to say "NO! I am stilling looking for it..". I use to say to myself "I haven't tried hard enough to get a job yet...you have already wasted so much time and still haven't got a job yet!! I need to work hard...". To make the situation worse my parents use to call me and pressurize me to come back to India, the land of opportunities, where they were sure that I can secure a job easily. But I use to keep on convincing them "Yes...I have got an interview this week lets see how it goes...and the results of last week's interview are still pending...." and some how or other I managed to borrow time from my parents for almost a year 'successfully'...I used to feel tremendous pressure....To add icing on top of cake Aniruddha pr use to pick on me saying that "Looks like Krishna has got a different plan for you...I think He wants you to join Brahmachari asaram and serve Sri Sri Radha Ballaha full time...." After all this my mind use to go through so much turmoil and think "Ohh was it a really good start for the year!!!"

      

      Now it was a high time...I had to decide whether to return to my home country and look for a job there as or to stay back in Melbourne and have hope against hope...So in order to make an informed decision I did my research as to what are my options here and what are the job opportunities in India..I was totally convinced that Yes it is only in India where I can achieve my goals....After I have decided that it will be wise to go back to India and work..I thought I should consult you regarding this, hoping for a 'YES' from you...And when I finally met you during darshan time I projected all my schemes of going to India and working there but within fraction of seconds you understood my intentions and you asked "What is the most important priority in your life?"..That one question was heavy enough to destroy my schemes and kill my false ego....I said "To be Krishna Conscious and continue my devotional service...". No sooner than I realized that you have cornered me I started giving sufficient evidences to get a "YES" from you. I continued, "...but my sadhana is getting disturbed since I don't have any job..." Then he said some really heavy words in a heavy voice"Then depend on Krishna!!!" I was taken aback by those words and meditated upon it for the whole day.."How is it practically possible to depend on Krishna??". Yet I didn't give up on it...it was your last day in Melbourne and I got a chance to drop you at the airport. As you entered in to the terminal for customs check in...I folded my hands and asked "Gurudeva!! I am still confused. Please tell me what should I do???". You replied "Please take such a decision that will support your Krishna Conscious life..." There was so much love and affection in those words that it touched deep in my heart and I understood your message and the whole picture started becoming more clearer. Then I knew that my Krishna Conscious life will be best in Melbourne only..So it was decided that I was suppose to stay and serve Melbourne Mahaprabhu Mandir. Now I started depending on Krishna in a real sense since I had already tried applying jobs through recruitment agencies, to companies directly, through referrals, friends and relatives etc...Now I had ran out of all options...Now was the real time that I can depend on Krishna. Weather success or failure I understood that it will be Krishna's mercy..Finally....Last month...on the auspicious day of Radhashtami I got the confirmation of my new job. That was the day I realized the power of following Guru's instruction.

      

      Gurudeva, today I would like to beg forgiveness from you for all the non-sense I have done and for always being self centered. I have always thought of 'How can I satisfy myself?' rather than 'How can I satisfy Krishna and His devotees?'. I also like to thank you for smashing my false ego and cutting through my ignorance with your sweet and flowery words which removed the fog of ignorance from the path of spiritual success. Gurudeva, you are so expert in guiding your disciple that you also empower them to overcome the obstacles so that they can follow your instructions.

      

      I sincerely pray to Sri Sri Radha Ballabha and Gaura Nitai to bless you with good health so that you can preach Krishna Consciousness all over the world with your expertise. It is said that a Guru is so expert that it can put anything invaluable thing like a blade of grass in the service of Krishna. So please some how or the other put this invaluable soul in the service of the Lord. Please bless me on this auspicious day so that I can develop some taste for chanting the holy name and do my devotional service without any ulterior motives.

      

      

      Eternally your insignificant servant,

      

      Candanesvara Dasa
    

  


  
    Candidasa dasa


    
      Dear Gurudeva,

      Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

      

      While battling yet another bout of illness I find myself having a realization: there are two things that keep me from despairing and becoming depressed.

      

      1) The genuine concern, support and care of all the devotees

      2) The practice and philosophy of Krishna consciousness

      

      You have explained that the material world is no walk in the park. It is full of miseries caused by other living entities, disturbances caused by the demigods and torment from own's body and mind. Then there is unavoidable birth, death, disease and old age. All of these make living in material existence a not so nice experience.

      

      And yet, I remember you explaining, in spite of all this, the devotee passes over all difficulty. Misery is always there for all of us. It comes and goes like the waves of the ocean. But the amazing thing about the devotee is he or she carries on with devotional service. The sea of the material world may be still or it may be raging with a tsunami, but the devotee retains his consciousness of Krishna.

      

      I may waver and stumble under the pressure of the waves, but the devotee community and especially my wonderful wife are always there to catch me and prop me back up.

      

      Thank you Guru Maharaja for making it possible for me to practice Krishna consciousness through thick and thin. Your expert guidance has created our community, your expert teaching in the line of disciplic succession has made us all philosophically wise, and your expert example has shown us how to persevere in our Krishna consciousness, year after year.

      

      "It is said that the human form is a great boon because it is the most suitable boat for crossing over the nescience ocean. The spiritual master is considered to be the most able captain in that boat, and the information from the scriptures is the favorable wind for floating over the ocean of nescience. The human being who does not take advantage of all these facilities in this life is committing suicide."

      - Srimad Bhagavatam 3.15.24 purport

      

      Yours in service,

      Candidasa dasa
    

  


  
    Carana Renu dasi


    
      Dear Guru Maharaja,

      Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada!

      

      When I see how you are fully giving your energy, your body, your intelligence, your life, your everything to spread Krishna consciousness, I am amazed, inspired, awed, and deeply humbled. You have chosen and are choosing at every moment to liberally and indiscriminately give real knowledge and real life to others. You are truly compassionate to the suffering that results from not remembering Krishna.

      

      We, the recipients of your compassion have no way to repay you but to try to assist you in your mission, as you are assisting your spiritual master in his. But the more we try to repay you, the more compassion, knowledge and love we receive in return, and our lives become more wonderful, joyous, and filled with thoughts of Krishna and his divine service. And so we become yet more indebted to you, and the cycle repeats with ever increasing joy and emotion. There is no material explanation for this somewhat paradoxical phenomenon.

      

      As your insignificant servant I pray that I may continue to assist you in your mission and that I may develop even a fraction of your wealth of compassion and generosity. I don’t know how you are able to do so much for so many – I can only assume that by the mercy of Srila Prabhupada and Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu you are receiving pure spiritual power from the Lord himself. You must be very dear to Krishna. You are also very dear to us, your disciples.

      

      Today, on your Vyasa Puja day, I offer you my love and admiration, and request you to please, despite my many unfortunate shortcomings, accept my humble service.

      

      Your foolish, sometimes difficult, but sincere and loyal servant, Carana Renu dasi.

    

  


  
    Carumukhi Devi Dasi


    
      Dear Guru Maharaja

      Please accept my humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet!

      All glories to your divine appearance day!

      All glories to Srila Prabhupada!

      

      he guro jnana-da dina-bandho

      svananda-datah karunaika-sindho

      vrindavanasina hitavatara

      prasida radha-pranaya-prachara

      

      "O spiritual master, O giver of divine wisdom, O friend of the fallen, you are the giver of your own bliss and you are the only ocean of mercy. Although dwelling in Vrindavana, you have descended for the welfare of fallen souls like myself. And you are preaching the divine love of Radha for Krishna. Please be kind upon me."?

      

      Dear Guru Maharaja on the most auspicious day of your appearance I would like to thank you very much for everything you have done for me.

      

      I am eternally indebted to you.

      

      I am so grateful to Krishna and Shrila Prabhupada for having You as my Gurudev, I can’t even imagine how and where my life will be without you.

      

      Only by your mercy I can understand thinks as they are

      

      Your heart full of compassion and kindness to all living entities make them come closer to Krishna.

      

      Dear Gurudev, thank you for always reminding me to not waist that precious form of human life and always remember Krishna.

      

      Thank you for being so merciful to me and giving me opportunity to associate with saintly devotees and visit Holy Dhama

      

      How fortunate I actually am to have You as my Spiritual Master and it’s by yours and Srila Prabhupadas causeless mercy.

      

      Thank you,

      

      Your indebted servant

      

      Carumukhi Devi dasi

      

      

      

      

      

    

  


  
    Chi Rouse-Amadi


    
      Dear Gurudeva,

      

      Please accept my humble obeisances.

      

      All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

      

      Recently one of the brahmacari’s was telling me in no uncertain words about how grateful he is to have been saved from the holocaust of Kali Yuga by you.

      

      Unfortunately, I don’t have such dramatic realisations or appreciation yet. However, as the fog slowly starts to lift from my vision the incredible nature of your labour of love becomes ever increasingly evident. Your whole hearted dedication and commitment to Prabhupada, the parampara and Krishna is simply breathtaking. Your shining example is so inspiring and illuminating. Simultaneously however, thinking of your name, qualities, pastimes and glories creates a gnawing sense of inadequacy within me. What can I do to satisfy you, what to speak of please you?

      

      There is no doubt that without your influence I would have simply continued to compromise and cheat myself, in full surrender to the unbridled senses. Nonetheless, as I stumble through each day, trying to stave off the attacks of the mind, it seems I am unable to sincerely aspire to dedicate even a fraction of my life and energy to serving you. Indeed, at times the peak of the bhakti yoga mountain seems simply unreachable. Maya’s banana skins litter my path and despite knowing how costly and painful another slip would be I am still unashamedly attracted and excited by the material energy. Yet despite this, I know that your causeless mercy can work a miracle and guide me through the minefield.

      

      I heard from Bala Gopala that you said ‘preaching means patience’. I pray that your olive branch of patient encouragement will remain extended to me. The sight of another bewildered rhinoceros stubbornly wallowing in the mud of self pity, laziness and excuses must be a sight for sore eyes! Handicapped by pride, arrogance, impersonalism and inertia, only your words, encouragement and personality can lead me to firm ground and the priceless opportunity to bathe in the nectarean shower of your service.

      

      I hope that a real desire and urgency to serve you will evolve within me so that I can help to bring others to the shelter of your lotus feet and one day accept a permanent position there also.

      

      Please enable me to accept your blessings,

      

      Aspiring to be your servant,

      

      Chi
    

  


  
    Damian McLaren


    
      Dear Gurudeva,

      Please accept my humble obesiances at your lotus feet. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

      

      Only by your mercy have I come to Krsna consciousness. By establishing an outreach program in Wellington, you have given me the great fortune if re-awakening my dormant devotional service.

      

      You are the word acarya personified. As Krsna says in Bhagavad Gita 3.21 “Whatever action a great man performs, common men follow. And whatever standards he sets by exemplary acts, all the world pursues”. Your kirtans are full of ecstatic love and you are humble like the straw in the street. You made a stand for cow-protected milk and you brought the “loft” outreach concept to life.

      

      Similarly, you are religious. As stated in the Nectar of Devotion “A person who personally practices the tenets of religion as they are enjoined in the sastras and who also teaches others the same principles is called religious. Simply professing a kind of faith is not a sign of religiousness. One must act according to religious principles, and by his personal example he should teach others.”

      

      One of theses tenets is from the Padma Purana; Somehow or other always think of Visnu without forgetting Him under any circumstances. By observing your words and actions, one can see that you are the perfect example of how to practice this principle.

      

      Gurudeva, you are also compassionate. You are following Srila Prabhupada's mission of spreading love of God all over the world. You are an example of the mood of Prahlada Maharaja. This is described in his prayer as follows:

      

      “My dear Lord Nrsimhadeva, I see that there are many saintly persons indeed, but they are interested only in their own deliverance. Not caring for the big cities and towns, they go to the Himalayas or the forest to meditate with vows of silence. They are not interested in delivering others. As for me however, I do not wish to be liberated alone, leaving aside all these poor fools and rascals. I know that without Krsna consciousness, without taking shelter of Your lotus feet, one cannot be happy. Therefore I wish to bring them back to shelter at Your lotus feet”. (SB.7.9.44)

      

      To follow in your compassionate footsteps, please accept this humble offering of Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura's song “Gurudeva”.

      

      (1) Gurudeva! By a drop of your mercy make this servant of yours more humble than a blade of grass. Give me strength to bear all trials and troubles, and free me from all desires for personal honour.

      

      (2) O Lord and master! Invest me with the power to properly honour all living beings. Only then will I sing the holy name in great ecstasy and will my offenses cease.

      

      (3) O Lord and master! When will this devotee be blessed by obtaining your mercy? I am low, fallen and devoid of all strength and intelligence. Please make me your beloved servant.

      

      (4) When I examine myself, I find nothing of value. Your mercy is therefore essential to me. If you are not merciful, I will constantly weep, and I will not maintain my life any longer.

      

      Aspiring to be your servant,

      Damian

      

    

  


  
    Damodara Krsna das


    
      Please accept my humble obeisances

      

      All glories to Srila Prabhupada

      

      Dear Srila Gurudeva

      

      I am awe struck at your power of speech. You certainly have unique skill in preaching. Any talk you give, at the ashram, at the Loft or at the temple, all are equally relishable. It is evident when you speak that you are empowered. I am so confident when bringing others to come hear from you because you have this amazing way of making everything in Krishna consciousness, everything in Prabhupada’s books, sound pragmatic and achievable. Not only this, but you demonstrate that it certainly is, the living and breathing truth, the person Bhagavata.

      

      Recently I read Srila Prabhupada Lilamrta and one quality that particularly caught my attention was that whoever Prabhupada met he would melt their heart with his Vaisnava dealings. He attracted all the sincere and innocent souls by being the perfect gentleman.

      

      When asked by what behaviour one could recognize a true follower of Krishna consciousness, Srila Prabhupada replied, “He’d be a perfect gentleman, that’s all.”

      

      Srila Gurudeva, you also are expert in Vaisnava dealings and by these you are melting the hearts of all who meet you. You capture everyone’s attention by your expert speech, backed by pure intentions, and with eyes and ears fixed on you one increasingly becomes more and more attracted to you and more and more attracted to Krishna consciousness, for you are Krishna consciousness personified.

      

      Another way of saying this is that you are cool Gurudeva and those who meet you realize it. You are so cutting edge, so hip and fresh, attracting all you meet. You keep up with the times and expertly employ the latest notions and fads to attract people to Krishna consciousness.

      

      Another one of my realizations I got when reading Srila Prabhupada Lilamrta was that Prabhupada is the personification of Bhagavad Gita and Bhagavatam. It is almost as if in his purports he is describing himself. This is also applicable to you, for you live and breathe Prabhupada’s books.

      

      Your selflessness and compassion for all living beings is demonstrated by your many years of dedicated outreach. Risking your very life for Srila Prabhupada in Communist countries like some secrete agent from the spiritual world, only Krishna and Srila Prabhupada know your true identity.

      

      Travelling around the world a couple times a year for decades engaged in “The highest perfectional project of philanthropic activities...” which “...is to engage everyone in the act of preaching bhakti-yoga all over the world...” And you have done this most expertly by engaging your disciples in book distribution, prasadam distribution, Loft and University preaching and home programs etc “...because that alone can save the people from the control of maya, or the material nature represented by kala, karma and guna...” (SB 1.13.46 Purport)

      

      When will the holocaust happen? 2012? This year, in your sagacious way, you pointed out that the holocaust is already happening, Armageddon has begun and I , by your Holiness, have been rescued from it. This is befitting an enlightened soul, delivering the fallen souls from the holocaust known as Kali-yuga.

      

      What you do Gurudeva is not possible for any ordinary man and this is befitting one who is a bona fide scion of the Gaudiya-Vaisnava-sampradaya. Uncommon acts are part of the family heritage and you are exhibiting the symptoms of one who is a rightful heir just like Pariksit Maharaja exhibited all the symptoms of his predecessors.

      

      O Vice-Lord, I cannot hide my shortcomings before you. I am struggling to control my mind and senses, fighting the monsters that have emerged from the lagoon of my mind. You have given me the chance to see the self inflicted damage I have rendered myself and now my offering to you Gurudeva is my attempt to rehabilitate.

      

      Please give me the intelligence and strength to become mature in selfless devotional service and attentive chanting of Hare Krishna rather than being passive in the hands of the illusory energy. I will ride out this storm on the boat of transcendental knowledge, your instructions.

      

      

      

      Hoping to one day render pleasing service.

      

      Your servant

      Damodara Krsna das

    

  


  
    Dandakaranya das


    
      nama om visnu padaya

      krsna presthaya bhutale

      srimate devamrta

      swamin iti namine

      

      pracare purva daksyam ca

      bhaktacara pravinata

      pararthatapi karunyam

      yasya sarve ca te namah

      

      Dear Gurumaharaja,

      

      In the Bhagavad Gita (8.5) Lord Krsna says:

      

      "And whoever, at the end of his life, quits his body, remembering me alone, at once attains My nature. Of this there is no doubt."

      

      Sometimes the thought enters into the dense fog of my dull, unenlightened mind, 'if I leave my body today what will be my destination?'

      

      Lord Gauranga Mahaprabhu reveals in His siksastakam prayers that in this age of Kali He has invested all of His transcendental potencies in His holy names, especially Hare Krsna Hare Krsna Krsna Krsna Hare Hare Hare Rama Hare Rama Rama Rama Hare Hare. Through the chanting of these holy names Krishnas guna, rupa and ultimately lila are revealed within the heart of the committed, pure offensless sadhaka. This is the Yuga dharma.

      

      Guramaharaja, I am a looooong way off in my relationship with the holy name from chanting with conviction, realisation or for that matter any taste. Therefore another material birth at this point is guaranteed.

      

      Contemplating the idea of having to go through the ordeal of another material birth is an overwhelming feeling. So on this auspicious day of your appearance I feel the urgency of re dedicating myself to the service of chanting the holy names with more commitment and absorption. May I also humbly request that you forgive me for all the offenses I continuously make in my feeble attempts at offering what might resemble service to you.

      

      Your undeserving, faulted servant.

      

      Dandakaranya das.

    

  


  
    Dayamaya devi dasi


    
      Dear Guru Maharaja,

      

      Please accept my most humble obeisances at your lotus feet.

      All Glories to Srila Prabhupada.

      

      I would like to submit a sankirtana story on this auspicious day of your Vyasa Puja.

      

      One day in Newtown, after having struggled on sankirtana for a few hours, I decided to call it a day. As I was walking to the bus stop, I saw a huge white truck in the middle of the road. The driver , dressed head to toe in white , with blue gloves on, was carrying the bodies of 2 cows on his 2 shoulders. He was going to deliver them to a meat shop across the street. When I saw this scene, I was shocked. I observed that the cows didn’t have any head, no tails and their bodies were hairless. They were absolutely dead white.

      

      In this state of shock, I boarded the bus and kept looking at the truck driver till the bus moved on. Then I saw the people sitting in the bus and it dawned on me that all these people were also part of this heinous activity. I visualized their bodies to be filled with dead cows. Oh, how abhorring. I hated to look at them. Never before had I seen people with this vision.

      

      Then I thought of the people I stop on the streets. Even they seemed to be filled with cow. Are these the kind of people I interact with, I shake hands with, I compliment them for their looks, clothes. Are these the people I am supposed to give Krsna Consciousness to? And to such people who are part of this heinous crime, I talk innocently about yoga, meditation, karma and reincarnation.

      

      How will these people change ? The chances of their becoming Krsna Conscious seem so little. There are thousands who are under the grip of cow slaughter. Out of these thousands, I am able to reach out to only a few. And even out of those few, only a handful get a book or a sweet.

      

      Thinking like this, I felt very tiny and insignificant in this whole mission of sankirtana. I felt like that little sparrow who set out to dry the ocean by carrying water in her little beak, to get her eggs back. And Guru Maharaja, on this little sparrow, you have entrusted such a big responsibility of distributing Srila Prabhupada’s books. How will I ever be able to make a significant contribution in this mission ?

      

      In Caitanya Caritamrita, it is mentioned about Advaita Acarya, that

      

      “He worshiped Kṛṣṇa with tulasī leaves and water of the Ganges and called for Him in a loud voice. Thus Lord Caitanya Mahāprabhu appeared on earth, accompanied by His personal associates.

      

      It is through Him [Advaita Ācārya] that Lord Caitanya spread the sankirtana movement and through Him that He delivered the world.

      Ādi 6.36 ”

      

      Similarly Guru Maharaja, only through your causeless mercy , can I be instrumental in this mission.

      

      “ The spiritual master is receiving benediction from the ocean of mercy. Just as a cloud pours water on a forest fire to extinguish it, so the spiritual master delivers the materially afflicted world by extinguishing the blazing fire of material existence. I offer my respectful obeisances unto the lotus feet of such a spiritual master, who is an ocean of auspicious qualities. “

      

      Your aspiring servant and spiritual daughter,

      Dayamaya devi dasi.

      

    

  


  
    Dayavira das


    
      Nama om visnu padaya

      Krishna prestaya bhu tale

      Srmate Devamrita swami

      Iti namine

      

      Pracare purva dasksam ca

      Bakti cara pravinata

      Para tatapi karunya

      Yasya sarve ce te namaha

      

      Dear Gurumaharja, on this celebration of your 60th appearance day in the service of Srila Prabhupada, please accept my humble obeisance’s unto your lotus feet.

      

      Thank you for helping us fallen souls in this dark age, to somehow engage in your outreach mission spreading the glories of Sri Krishna Caitanya. Yes, it is surely causeless mercy which can plug in the most unqualified like myself, into some worthy project to expand the sankirtan network. With your spiritual wisdom and vision a foundation for a high impact revolution of consciousness, is unlimitedly increasing its influence on the deluded masses in Kiwi. With working models evolving like New Gupta Vraja not only can every aspiring devotee come together for congregational hearing and chanting, but we all can experience a more sustainable Krishna conscious community, of simple healthy living conducive to higher realization of Krishna`s name, form and pastimes. Now with cow seva added to the preaching, our and my personal challenge is to step up to the mark and imbue this wonderful culture and do our humble part in the spread of the bhalti flood of love of Krishna.

      

      Hoping, by your mercy, to continue in this compassionate outreach service,

      your humble servant, Dayavira das

    

  


  
    Dharmaraj das


    
      - HUMBLE GRATEFULNESS -

      Nama om Visnu padaya bhu-tale

      srimate Devamrita swami iti namine

      

      Pracare purva daksyam ca

      bhaktacara pravinata

      pararthatapi karunyam

      yasya sarve ca te namah

      

      Dear and beloved Gurudev,

      Lord Sri Krishna is spilling His mercy, and Blessings, to make possible a humble reminder,today for your Trascedental apareance.

      Describe your personality, I must tell so much, but some of his many qualities in you Gurudev, are flagrant than others.

      your indifference to this material world, giving your life and soul to Srila Prabhupada's mission.Compassion and Tolerance, as describe on BG 12. 13- 14

      

      advesta sarva bhutanam

      maitrah karuna eva ca

      nirmano nirahankarah

      sama duhkha sukhah ksami

      

      santustah satatam yogi

      yatatma drdha niscayah

      mayy arpita-mano buddhir

      yo mad bhaktah sa me priyah

      

      Your personality Gurudev always presents other qualities, like determination and bravery to fight against this energy Ilusory on this Iron age,and same time give us a sweet treatment and support to our growing in Krishna's Consciouness

      But I can not forget-because always is my mind- your bliss, and enthusiasm, in your Chanting of Holy name. Every how as you performed: Japa, kirtan(so wonderfuL!!), even at extatic Srimad Bhagavatam or Caitanya Caritamrita's lectures, always you transmitting that enthusiasm. And we let influence for this, because of your pure desire to glorify to Sri Sri guru and Gauranga. Lord Krishna says in BG 9.14

      

      satatam kirtayanto mam

      yatatntas ca drdha-vratah

      namasyantas ca mam bhaktya

      nitya yukta upasate

      

      Take care of devotees specually your disciples, as a good leader, and beloved spiritual father

      Gurudev you show me and instruct me by simply develop of Krishna Consiousness through chanting, devotional service in practice, and surrending to Spiritual master one can become owner a Receptacle of Krishna's mercy.

      You are a Shelter, and wellwisher to all us, always maintain alive a spark of devotion in our hearts, in my heart.

      All Glories to YOu Gurudev! you are a receptacle of Lord Krisna's mercy and Blessings, and therefore I may ask let take shelter unto the dust of his lotus's feet.

      Aspiring to become a servant,

      Dharmaraj das

    

  


  
    Dhira Bhakta Dasa


    
      To My own Sweet Guru Maharaja

      Please Accept My Humble obeisances

      All glories to Srila Prabupada

      

      Hare Krishna

      

      As I sit here thinking of what to put at this most auspicious occasion I find that words cannot express adequately what I need to say.

      The challenge you gave when we first met, knocking the pride I had of being a nurse and saving lives to the reality that this does not stop suffering; use your work not to save the material body but the spirit soul; the words “what about the spirit soul that is suffering how are you using your nursing to save the spirit soul” still rings in my ears and fills my thoughts.

      But you remain patient through all the troubles and battles with material nature and the mind, giving us what is needed at the right time, encouraging and directing.

      As you travel from one place to another always focused on one thing humbly serving your own spiritual master, a life dedicated to simply giving everyone the opportunity to experience love of Krishna and to return home, to end this suffering and misery of material existence and return home.

      After your recent visit to Soho Street we had several of the men who had attended come with us to the Bramachari Flat they were so inspired by the words emanating from you, the whit and depth of knowledge all fused into one; there desire expressed in the words of the temple president please can you stay for longer.

      So how can I write or express feelings in a language that limits expression, how can I show appreciation other than to simply surrender and become but a humble servant; it's taken a long time to get here to even understand the basics but simply by your kind mercy, tolerance and patience and the virtues that your spiritual master talked about can be found in all your actions.

      May Krishna continue to bless your activities

      

      Your Humbly never to embarrass you my Guru Maharaja

      

      Dhira Bhakta Dasa.
    

  


  
    Dhruvananda Das


    
      Dear Gurudeva

      

      Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet.

      

      I'm not very good at writing offerings like my god family. Maybe a lack of maturity and realisation. But Krishna has kindly given some ability to make this offering to you this year. I hope it pleases you like it pleases me reflecting on how you are helping me.

      

      The 2010 Dhruvananda Report.

      

      And so my heart is full

      of material inclinations.

      But you are merciful

      cause you’re one of Krsna’s agents.

      Even though I am a fool

      you will still engage me

      in Krsna’s loving service

      to remove my hallucinations.

      

      Never have I seen a master

      endowed with such patients.

      Even in your dreams

      you’re absorbed in fascination

      of Krsna loving pastimes

      beyond imagination.

      Krsna show his love for me

      through your association.

      

      I’m feeling more fallen

      with the turn of each year.

      I know you are praying for me

      cause I’m still here.

      You say cry for Krsna

      cause He’s waiting to hear.

      So I’m praying for your mercy

      to melt my frozen tears,

      

      with your causeless love

      overflowing like a flood.

      When you say you’re pleased with me

      its like I’m getting a big hug.

      Even though I am a kali yuga

      down trodden thug,

      on my material life,

      you have pulled the plug.

      

      I am like a pond trying to

      understand the ocean

      when I make my attempt

      to glorify your devotion

      for the residents of Vraja

      who are always in commotion

      about where is little Krsna

      with his glance like magic potion

      

      I’m a fool and a rascal

      cause I always forget

      my relationship with Krsna

      with no deep regret.

      But still my destiny's

      already been set

      cause your taking care of me

      since the day we met.

      

      So how can I repay you

      for earning my trust?

      Actually I can’t but

      I try cause I must.

      With my life I will serve you

      and burn up the lust

      when I follow in your footsteps

      collecting all the dust.

      

      You will lead the way

      with your eyes full of love

      Everywhere you go

      you see Krsna up above

      All my mistakes

      I hope you will forgive

      and I wait for the day

      you put my hand in His.

      

      Trying to understand your mercy, your servant,

      Dhruvananda Das

      

      

      Hare Krishna

    

  


  
    Dina Dayala devi dasi


    
      Dear Srila Gurudeva,

      

      Please accept my obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet.

      All glories to you on this day of your divine vyasa puja.

      

      An old lady with a plastic bag looped over one arm shuffles towards a park bench on the Mission Bay boardwalk. The seagulls that were circling overhead waiting for her arrival land and surround her. See how she feeds them now, with such affection—as if this daily responsibility has brought meaning to her life.

      

      If I had not met you, my life (like hers) would have played out with no meaning at all. It would have been another life of struggles lived earnestly, but for nothing—again and again. Your divine appearance in our lives is the single one thing that has given them meaning. Thank you.

      

      The moment I met you, sensing in your gravity a wealth of knowledge and feeling in your compassion that my real life had not yet begun, I felt drawn to you. Body and mind was at times (and still is somewhat) in rebellion, but the heart from that very first moment longed for your shelter. Since that day, out of compassion you have extended it to me so it becomes the thing I value and depend upon the most. Thank you.

      

      But there is a reality that I meditate upon, although it brings fear & sobriety to this heart—what will I do when you leave this world? You have told us what you did when your spiritual master left this world. After feeling vacant for want of him, you plunged yourself into intense service preaching in communist Europe. Externally, this would seem like emotional escapism, like a lover who throws himself into the raging sea; but in bhakti, you did something else—you made your life one with the instructions of your spiritual master and thus remain with him always.

      

      Gurudeva, I am afraid that I do not pass the tests of true love—I have not always fixed myself on your instructions. But, I want to. Please help me to guard against thinking that anything is ever more important than fulfilling your desires, and let your desires truly become the central motif of my existence.

      

      Thank you for your unceasing mercy and love.

      

      Your servant,

      Dina Dayala devi dasi.

    

  


  
    Divya Jnana dasa


    
      Dear Gurudeva

      

      Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

      

      I thank Krsna for sending such a wonderful spiritual master to enlighten all the conditioned souls of Kali yuga. With your wise and heartening words you defeat even the hardest hearts and minds of this age. Your classes have always been so attractive, enthusiastic and laced with bhakti that sometimes I would be sitting riveted, stunned, wishing you could talk forever. Whenever I was in your presence whatever problems I had became trivial, and you would always instill a deep sense of commitment to chanting, reading and performing devotional service.

      

      I feel that I owe you a great debt for picking me up from this ocean of material existence. I pray that I can render sincere service that will be pleasing to you, though I understand it is impossible to ever pay you back for all you have given me. As it is stated in Srimad Bhagavatam (4.22.47, purport):

      

      “A joker’s activities simply arouse laughter, and a person who tries to repay the spiritual master or teacher of the transcendental message of Krsna becomes a laughing stock just like a joker because it is not possible to repay such a debt. The best friend and benefactor of all people is one who awakens humanity to its original Krsna consciousness.”

      

      Praying at your lotus feet for your causeless mercy.

      

      Your servant

      Divya Jnana dasa

      

    

  


  
    Dvaraka Puri and Bill Hickman


    
      Hare Krisna dear Devamrita

      

      Please accept our humble obeisances on your appearance day.

      All Glories to Srila Prabhupada!

      All Glories to you!

      

      We are most grateful and appreciative for the mercy and generosity you have shown us - allowing us to come closer to Krisna through the spiritual practice of initiation.

      

      Our lives have been enriched way beyond what we believed was possible in the world that we live. As time moves on and the years tick by we feel ourselves drawn closer and closer to Krisna. We know in our hearts that all the devotees you send our way are sent to us for one purpose and that is to draw us closer to God. They are like your messengers - modelling exemplary and loving behaviours, showing compassion and never judging our material attachments - simply inspiring us through their words and actions which you have taught them so well.

      

      We both pray that you will be blessed with Krisna's continued guidance and protection and that the days ahead for you will be filled with love, joy, contentment, adventure, surprises and blessings beyond what this world has to offer.

      

      Your aspiring servants,

      Bill and Dvaraka Puri dd
    

  


  
    Dvaraka Puri dd


    
      Hare Krisna dear Devamrita

      

      Please accept our humble obeisances on your appearance day.

      All Glories to Srila Prabhupada!

      All Glories to you!

      

      We indeed count ourselves most blessed and fortunate to have you in our lives. Without your mercy and generosity in allowing us to come closer to Krisna, through the spiritual practice of initiation, our lives would be very different.

      

    

  


  
    Dvaravati dasi


    
      Dear Gurudeva!

      Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada!

      

      On this wonderful day let me present to you those endeavors in directing my attention toward Krishna that were made in my heart during the last year. It wasn't a simple year for me and it was often difficult to cope with my mind. It accustomed to think of its own enjoinment and doesn't want to believe that it is much sweeter with Krishna. It still tries to prove to me that there is happiness in the material world. Now I don't believe it. Thank you! You and Krishna are my rescue. And every day throughout a year I think of you with gratefulness. I prayed to you during the hardest times in my life and I always received help.

      

      Of course I fulfilled your instructions. When I was in Omsk I served the Deities once a week and also gave a basic course for devotees. I gave a few puplic preaching lectures, a few times gave SB classes in the temple. During my travells in Russia I also gave classes for devotees, chanted with them and did Deity puja in Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky. Also I served the devotees as a psychologist and by your mercy it is going on quite well. Whenever I do psychology I pray to you and to Krishna. I got a chance to serve you at the Ukranian festival. He was satisfied with it and gave me his the Following set. Thank you! It's only your mercy.

      

      Your determination, your enthusiasm in preaching, your whole-hearted faith, your sincere desire to help those who follow you to become more mature in service, your devotion to Srila Prabhupada, very much inspire me to follow your footsteps back home to Krishna.

      Thank you for your love, for your hard work of saving souls! Please accept all I have done trying to help you in your service of Srila Prabhupada.

      And bless me so that my service of preaching would become more mature (I'd like to say 'more powerful') Please bless me so that the enthusiasm in devotional service would become my constant companion.

      I'd like to serve you, Prabhupada, Vaisnavas and Krishna with even more gratitude in heart. I'd like to love and serve.

      Your humble servant,

      Dvaravati dasi

    

  


  
    Emma Ryan


    
      Please accept my humble obeisance’s

      All glories to Srila Prabhupada

      

      Kali Yuga relationships would continue tell me to go out, have a good time, buy some new clothes, get dressed up, fulfil your desires in a man, be mischievous, be indulgent, be free, travel the world, what positivity you put out to the universe you’ll receive – even though they knew that I thought this was rubbish. Why could I meet no one who would stop with the pretense. Why would no one grant me some credit for having a tiny drop of intelligence, instead of trying to convince me of otherwise. Associates were starting to tire of my lack of enjoying spirit, and even I was starting to tire of myself. Why do I have little taste for these so-called goals of life. Why even now, as I look down supposed spiritual avenues, in essence they fall back onto the same selfish mentality. And when I get into bouts of sadness and I resort to thinking it has to work out this time, why do they always kick me in the face. A friend is a person with whom one is on the same side.

      

      (SB 4:28:51 purport excerpt) “In His Paramātmā feature, Kṛṣṇa is the old friend of everyone... The Lord is always eager to have the living entity come home, back to Godhead. Sitting with the living entity as witness, the Lord gives him all chances to enjoy himself materially, but whenever there is an opportunity, the Lord gives good counsel and advises the living entity to abandon trying to become happy through material adjustment and instead turn his face toward the Supreme Personality of Godhead and surrender unto Him.”

      

      The first thing you said to me with a chuckle of declaration “You look like you have been there and done that”. I paused, taking an extra breath of surprise, and in what seemed like a long time to reply could only say “thankyou”, shocked by your accuracy. I nodded as my mind became perplexed, in curiosity – thinking, how does he know that? in embarrassment – do I really look that bad? in defence – what does he mean, I haven’t done ‘everything’, in respect – gosh he really knows something, and in gratitude – thinking that was the most honest and therefore kindest thing anyone has said to me. You then said “No, material life isn’t for you”. And so, the first tick in the was box granted “to be somewhat understood”. A friend is a person with whom one desires their actual welfare.

      

      (SB 4:28:55 purport excerpt) “The living entity wanders into many species of life but he is fortunate when he once again meets his friend, either in person or through his representative.”

      

      I have been contemplating who you are to me, this person who has come into my mind everyday since these first exchanges. And while I have tried to act otherwise, it’s becoming difficult to avoid. Over a year has passed now in my attempting to chant, hear and serve, and combined with the personal association I have had with you, the more I feel indebted. And still, with little spiritual experience up my sleeve combined with a lifetime(s) of dissapointment, I expect that you will forget, you’ll do some wrong or you won’t be able keep up with so many disciples, yet so far you are proving me incorrect. A friend is a person with whom one is truly reliable.

      

      (SB 4.29.51) “One who is engaged in devotional service has not the least fear in material existence. This is because the Supreme Personality of Godhead is the Supersoul and friend of everyone.”

      

      I’m always watching the way you do things. I get blown away with your ability to remain steady. The small amounts of time you spend in one place then another, sometimes missing a meal or exercise, can’t make that easy. You give class after class after class, without failing to give another thoughtful, convincing and clear message. Sometimes you get straight off a plane and give class, retaining your sense of humour. You even remain in equipoise when there is gunfire shot from the audience. Recently in such a situation, you took these persons bullets not personally, but simply as their cry for Krishna. I felt myself and the surrounding devotees tense up, yet you answered with steadiness not only through their questions but through others too. You clarified, enlightened, encouraged and chastised, while simultaneously showing compassion, thinking about where that person was coming from to be asking or saying these things. It was expert. A friend is a person with whom one is allied in a struggle or cause.

      

      (SB 3.15.31 purport excerpt) “As Lord Kṛṣṇa states in the Bhagavad-gītā, He is the best friend of all living entities. Suhṛdaḿ sarva-bhūtānām. No one can be a greater well-wishing friend to any living entity than the Supreme Personality of Godhead. He is so kindly disposed towards everyone that in spite of our completely forgetting our relationship with the Supreme Lord, He comes Himself — sometimes personally, as Lord Kṛṣṇa appeared on this earth, and sometimes as His devotee, as did Lord Caitanya Mahāprabhu — and sometimes He sends His bona fide devotees to reclaim all the fallen souls. Therefore, He is the greatest well-wishing friend of everyone.”

      

      For all of the encouragement you have given me so far, I don’t really have an excuse other than to put my heart, intelligence and enthusiasm into your service. I hope I can “push past Emma-ism onto the spiritual platform” and develop an honest conviction for Krishna as well as the desire and confidence to share it with others. This will be the only way I can show you true gratitude and assist you in the mission. Thank you for the wonderful creation of Gaura Yoga, putting your energy into teaching this group of devotees, who I now get to spend my days serving with and learning from. This is the taste of real friendship which I never knew existed.

      Where would I be otherwise. A friend is a person with whom one holds in high personal regard.

      

      (SB 4.29.50) ”Śrī Hari, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, is the Supersoul and guide of all living entities who have accepted material bodies within this world. He is the supreme controller of all material activities in material nature. He is also our best friend, and everyone should take shelter at His lotus feet. In doing so, one's life will be auspicious.”

      

      Your servant

      Emma

      

      

      

    

  


  
    Gaura Kishore Dasa


    
      Dear Gurudeva

      Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

      

      This year I wanted to write a short poem, its basic rhyme but I hope that the message conveys my deep love and gratitude for your fatherly care, encouragement and inspiration:

      

      That sweet smile

      Which wipes all cares

      The fatherly love

      Dealing with our fears

      Your sharp wit

      and fresh perspective

      giving our spiritual lives

      new directive

      Your love for kirtan

      and all things sublime

      Your preaching drive

      with wisdom and clarity

      giving the message

      of our eternality

      "Don't live in hope

      for a perfect material situation"

      You state

      Smashing our illusions of

      material elation

      Your ability to deal so perfectly

      No matter what the time

      All of this and more

      No amount of words

      can describe

      The joy you bring to all our lives

      So this year on your 60th Appearance

      Thank you so much

      For your kind perseverance

      tolerating us

      your mischievous children

      And giving us the key

      to Sri Krsna's kingdom

      

      Thank you father for giving us your shelter

      

      Your aspiring servants

      Gaura Kishore dasa and Bhaktin Shital

      

    

  


  
    Gaura Prema das & Nitai Prema dd


    
      Dearest Gurudev,

      

      Please accept our humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet.

      

      Lord Caitanya taught His disciple, Srila Rupa Goswami that by the mercy of Krishna, one gets a guru; and by the mercy of the guru one gets Krishna.

      

      By Krishna's mercy, we got you, Gurudev for which we are eternally grateful. Your nectarean lectures, books and spiritual guidance continuously keep us in Krishna Consciousness.

      

      May Krishna bless you with a long and healthy life so that you can continue your wonderful mission.

      

      Thank you.

      

      Your humble servants,

      Gaura Prema das & Nitai Prema dd
    

  


  
    Gaura-arati dasi


    
      Dear Srila Gurudeva,

      Please accept my humble obeisances.

      All glories to Srila Prabhupada!

      

      This humble offering is a few excerpts from the most epic part of Caitanya Caritamrita which elucidate how you are a perfect follower of Sri Panca Tattva and the Guru parampara.

      

      “The characteristics of Krishna are understood to be a storehouse of transcendental love. Although that storehouse of love certainly came with Krishna when He was present, it was sealed. But when Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu came with His associates of the Panca-tattva, they broke the seal and plundered the storehouse to taste transcendental love of Krishna. The more they tasted it, the more their thirst for it grew.”

      “Sri Panca-tattva themselves danced again and again and thus made it easier to drink nectarean love of Godhead. They danced, cried, laughed and chanted like madmen, and in this way they distributed love of Godhead.” CC Adi 7.20-22

      

      A most miraculous experience is being amongst a kirtan party you’re leading. All the most memorable ‘off the scale of ecstacy’ kirtans I’ve experienced have been in your association. Somehow, by your unalloyed love and realization of Nama Prabhu everyone gets infected, finding it effortless to leave behind our material conceptions and become absorbed in the holy name.

      

      You have told us not to take this chanting and dancing lightly - I clearly remember you saying on a retreat at Riverslea - the more we chant and dance Hare Krishna, the more the seeds of desire for material enjoyment are fried within our hearts, rendering them unable to sprout. The more we take this chanting and dancing seriously the more we will experience the reality of Krishna consciousness.

      

      You appeal to us to daily cultivate a taste for the holy name of Krishna and from there let our distribution expand.

      

      You have always taught us that the more we try to give Krishna, the more we get Krishna. You have created an ingenious framework which gives us the means to spring forth from our selfish neophyte stage and progress in our devotional lives. You insist us to take to with all seriousness, our personal sadhana and use that spiritual strength and purity (not simply our material abilities) in selfless service to attract others and cultivate them in Krishna consciousness. Purifying our vision, transforming us from perceiving this world as an ocean of opportunity for sense gratification into an ocean of opportunity of service to Lord Caitanya, you are strategically carrying on mission of Sri Panca-tattva in increasing the flood of love of Godhead.

      

      While the flood of love of Krishna was inundating the world in all directions, Lord Caitanya noted that some people were getting away without being drowned in it.

      “Seeing that the Mayavadis and others were fleeing, Lord Caitanya thought, “I wanted everyone to be immersed in this inundation of love of Godhead, but some have escaped. Therefore I shall devise a trick to drown them also.” CC Adi 7.31-32

      

      Srila Prabhupada’s purport to this verse further confirms your position as a genuine acarya and follower of Lord Gauranga:

      “Here is an important point. Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu wanted to invent a way to capture the Mayavadis and others who did not take interest in the Krishna consciousness movement. This is the symptom of an acarya. An acarya who comes for the service of the Lord cannot be expected to conform to a stereotype, for he must find the ways and means by which Krishna consciousness may be spread.”

      

      Within your instructions, your endless outreach engagements, and in management service I have seen how you’re ALWAYS thinking about the spiritual welfare of others. Your intelligence schemes, in both the realm of the devotional community and for those currently bereft of any knowledge of Krishna - how can these people become more Krishna conscious?!

      

      For outreach, it’s ingenious how you boil down what seems so complex - how to attract the conditioned souls enamored by maya’s promises of enjoyment, back to Krishna’s service? - to such a simple winning formula. Accessibility being the key component, you encourage us to simply develop friendships that progress to spiritual enquiry. People are more lonely than ever before so just by becoming their sincere friend (which is a very rare thing in this world) their misconceptions are blown away, they begin to trust us (a little sraddha) and to desire more association with devotees (sadhu sanga). And there you have the beginning steps in devotional life taken. So simple yet so powerful. Yet even though you have such a wonderful formula to attract the conditioned souls you on no account get stagnant in one way of doing things - Devamrita Swami could well be translated to dynamism in pure devotion! I love how you are always concerned that our outreach efforts are on the cutting edge. You ask your disciples - will people really be attracted to this? And the way you use current global issues and the packaging of maya to present the profundities of Krishna consciousness nowhere to be found in the realm of illusion. Simply wonderful.

      

      Then within the devotional community oh how you have a way. A way to get right to the crux of our entanglement and so lovingly tug on those strings, exposing the reality that material desires and activities, are a fruitless investment for our hearts. Rather, you implore us and give us the facility to invest our emotions, mind and intelligence in selfless service to Lord Caitanya, through hearing, chanting and distributing the glories of Krishna in the association of serious devotees.

      

      I have no doubt your service extends way beyond my awareness and my ability to comprehend. What I’m beginning to understand is how the responsibilities you have taken on in Srila Prabhupada’s service are an immensely weighty burden of love. I fervently desire to assist you in carrying this burden and I have no doubt that the best way I can help you is to follow your instructions. Furthermore, you have very kindly made it crystal clear what you would like me to do. In all reality - what have you not given me? You have not given me any reason to still be in illusion. It is now up to me to sincerely apply my mind and senses, with the guidance of my elders, entirely upon your desires and rise to a steady platform wherefrom I may be of some real assistance in your service.

      

      Please Gurudeva, bless me the strength to overcome all weaknesses and become fixed on your instructions so you may use me, mold me and train me to be as you wish this servant to be.

      

      Aspiring to be your selfless servant,

      Gaura-arati dasi
    

  


  
    Gauraraya das


    
      Dear Gurudeva,

      

      Please accept my humble obiesances. All Glories to His Divine Grace AC Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada.

      

      This is the first time I have ever written an offering to you Gurudeva, so why now.

      

      You, Srila Gurudeva, are like the Wellington wind, an unrelenting force in my spiritual life, pushing me towards my Gurus lotus feet, offering assistance, humour, council, and so much more. Making arrangements to provide opportunities to get some direct link to Sivarama Maharaja’s presence through some service. Not realising how much I was missing that service and how much I miss my Guru Maharaja, you have brought life where there was practically none.

      

      Thank you so much again and again for not giving up even when the door is closed in your face, please, please let me have the opportunity to repay some small part of the investment that has been made in me by so many over the years.

      

      your humble servant Gauraraya dasa

    

  


  
    Gitavali devi dasi


    
      Dear Guru Maharaja,

      Please accept my humble obeisances.

      All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

      All glories to you on this most auspicious day of your appearance.

      

      

      How can I start to glorify you, the words that I have are so inadequate. Really Gurudeva, your qualities and strengths are so stupendous that my words cannot describe just how much you mean to me.

      

      I’ve been rereading the Bhagavad Gita lately and have realised that everything that you do, everything that you say, how you do things are all in accordance with Sastra and in line with Guru Parampara. This is the real Vedic technology. I feel so grateful to be your disciple dear Gurudeva as I’m convinced that if I can keep going, and follow in your footsteps and try to please you through preaching activities, then, my life will be successful. If Srila Prabhupada were still here today, he’d be so happy to see all of us here gathered to glorify you. Gurudeva, in the Gita(9.14), the desciptions of a Mahatma are depicted: satatam kirtayanto mam, yatantas ca dridha vratah… You are the embodiment of this verse. Krsna has described your daily activities right here in this verse: “Always chanting My glories, endeavouring with great determination, bowing down before Me, these great souls perpetually worship Me with devotion.”

      How I wish I could be more stable, how I wish I could take the whole message of Krishna just like that, but due to my inabilities, due to my great lack of humility, due to my big mouth, I fail to taste a drop of that Love of God. It is only by your mercy, that I can get there and I how I long to get there!

      

      

      In the purport Srila Prabhupada explains: “The mahatma cannot be manufactured by rubber-stamping an ordinary man. His symptoms are described here: a mahatma is always engaged in chanting the glories of the Supreme Lord Krishna, the personality of Godhead. He has no other business. He is always engaged in the glorification of the Lord. In other words, he’s not an impersonalist.” Gurudeva, you often smash the impersonalist conception, addressing us directly. As we in the West, and certainly myself, need a good kick in the rear to become free from this tendency. This year especially, you showed me how much of an impersonalist I am. I’ve been such a fool!

      I’m an impersonalist because I avoid being personal with you, my dear spiritual master. Yes, I emailed you this year when I live only a few meters away. This event’s enabled me to look at myself a bit deeper and reflect on my own practices in Krsna consciousness.

      

      

      Gurudeva, you are giving so much of yourself freely to your disciples and aspiring disciples. Constantly glorifying the Supreme Lord wherever you go, you really are a Mahatma, an empowered, direct representative of the Lord, cos if you weren’t, you wouldn’t be able to do everything that you do and travel so extensively to so many countries in the world.

      

      

      Gurudeva, I feel so fortunate that by Krsna’s grace I am able to serve you at home. I admire Narada Muni who by serving the pure devotees of the lord at home, became a pure devotee. I am aware, that this is a rare opportunity. I was reading in the Nectar of Devotion how devotional service is very rare. I’m aware that the position that I’m in at the moment, is a perfect way to get the most purification. Oh yes, its much harder work than I thought. Actually, to think of it, I’ve never worked very hard for anything. If I can only start to put a bit more effort than normal to serve you and please you, whole heartedly with heart and soul, then, perhaps, I can attain the perfection of my life.

      

      I wish I could speak more intelligently, with a better vocabulary or be more shastric but alas. You deserve the best.

      May you continue to preach and touch many more lost people’s lives like you have touched mine.

      

      Your servant,

      Gitavali devi dasi

      (Auckland)

    

  


  
    Gokula Lila devi dasi


    
      Dearest Gurudeva,

      Please accept my humble obeisances

      All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

      

      People often may ask us if we are Hare Krsna’s. I don’t feel qualified to say yes as Prabhupada’s books tell us what a devotee should be like.

      When mediating on your character, qualities, behaviour and influence it’s quite apparent that you are living according to how the sastra refers to a pure devotee. Some examples follow.

      

      

      What is the most astonishing thing about you?

      The boundless capacity you have to give Krsna to others. You never tire from such service. Some years now I have watched you relentlessly reaching to disciples, god brothers and sisters, old persons, young persons, strange persons, students, Indians, Africans, mothers...no external covering confronts our fearless master and every person is dealt with such expertise and concern.

      You also have an ability to fan a small flame into a fire like that which devastates the universe. An example of that was seen when you had Dina Sharana mataji come recently to inspire us. She told us that you were the one that saw potential in her when not many others did, you motivated her to become what she is now a powerful yet gentle and humble leader in ISKCON whose service responsibility is unimaginable. Without your vision to see potential and fan that spark so carefully as you do, where would most of us be today?

      CC Adi lila Ch11.59

      “All these devotees have unlimited strength to deliver unobstructed, unceasing love of Krsna. By their own strength they could offer anyone Krsna and love of Krsna.”

      

      

      

      The most incredible thing about you?

      The inconviences you undergo to serve Srila Prabhuapda and his society.

      Your travel schedule, after a trip to India and back I’m through with baggage claims, customs and long uncomftable flights, yet you Gurudeva are in and out of airports and aeroplanes constantly. What to speak of when you arrive at your destination, sometimes plush facilities await you and sometimes poor. You tolerate whatever tasty or odd Prasdam is given.

      You have been undergoing such 'duress and strain of international traveling'(as you put it in an email to me recently) for 32 years, longer than I have even existed in this body for)...

      BG 12.18-19pp

      “A devotee is happy in all conditions, sometimes he may get very palatable foodstuffs, sometimes not, but he is satisfied. Nor does he care for residential facility. He is called fixed because he is fixed in his determination and knowledge.

      

      

      

      The most powerful thing about you?

      When you chant japa particularly when you chant loudly ‘Krsna! Krsna!”

      This sound vibration rattles the heart of any fortunate person present in the room.

      When I first heard the recording of you chanting japa I didn’t know it was you, my only thought was this devotee is actually hearing the holy name (“wow it’s actually possible”)

      Hearing you chant japa one is inspired to advance from dry mechanical chanting to wanting to taste the nectar of the holy name which you are.

      CC Madhya lila CH15.106 pp

      “Any devotee who believes that the holy name is identical with the Lord is a pure devotee, by his association one can also become a devotee”

      

      

      

      What’s extremely enlivening thing?

      When you jump high into the air in Kirtan before Sri Sri Panca Tattva.

      

      

      

      What is very refreshing?

      Your classes. They revitalize the consciousness; and instigate our desires for service increase and improvement.

      Specially energizing is when you target your mercy upon a new devotee in class.

      Those present at one Bhagavatam class around year 2005 recall an unforgettable class when you turned to a new devotee and boldly enlightened him about eating and cooking things that flew, swam and crawled asking him if he would like to put on sticks and roasted over a barbeque, in fact you spoke more overtly and with greater detail than this...further instructing him to give up cooking meat and cook for Krishna, that wasn’t the end, your mercy continued to saturate a girl who was addicted to smoking, you told her to give the money she would spend on cigarettes to Gaura Yoga and in exchange we would feed her sweets, you warned “you’ll probably get fat but that’s okay”

      Devotees sat listening in utter wonder at the potency and valour of your words personally dealt to the eager recipients who were both then empowered to change.

      CC Adi-lila Ch3.98 pp

      “The confidential servitor of the Lord is always full of compassion and therefore tries to find ways to change people’s activities, making them favourable for the attainment of devotion.”

      

      

      

      The hardest thing?

      When you lean back in your chair sighing and let out a long “okay” the heart drops class is over.....

      

      

      

      What is very sweet?

      The numerous times you have personally feed me your maha remnants, especially the memorable popcorn pastime, when you asked if I had anything to discuss,as I opened my mouth to reveal what I thought to be a pressing important life issue you placed a handful of popcorn from your plate in my hand which I threw back into my mouth, you then sat back in your chair and chuckled at me, when I carefully finished the first mouthful and began to speak you placed another handful of popcorn in my hand which I immediately threw back into my now very dry mouth and slowly tried to munch threw it as you again sat back chuckling louder and deeper now simultaneously making faces at me as if to say “yes what important issues do you want to discuss Gokula Lila”?

      Three times this happened....when I finished my third mouthful I had entirely forgotten what I wanted to bore you with you, as I was leaving the room you gave me an affectionate nickname related to Sankirtan...

      Such crafty amusing ways you have to remind and infuse us with the most important pressing issue of life.

      CC Madhya-lila Ch 20.6pp

      “Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura has said that a Vaisnava is recognized by his preaching work-that is, by convincing the conditioned soul about his eternal position”

      

      

      

      What is very valuable?

      You care and guidance shown through the mentor system you’ve established for our protection and growth.

      That despite being on the other side of the world you are still thinking of our wellbeing contacting us with words that increase our service.

      Your instructions which are delightfully tailored to ward off Maya’s contagious diseases.

      CC Adi Lila Ch1.62pp

      “The bona fide spiritual master’s concern is how the devotees who have surrendered to him as a representative of the Lord may make progress in devotional service.”

      

      

      

      What is very heartfelt?

      When you sing ‘Jaya Radha Madhava’ accompanied by a harmonium.

      

      

      

      What is agonizing?

      That your heart pains to see the suffering of others and sometimes due to self absorption we slacken off forgetting your anguish-the pain of others.

      CC Antya-lila Ch 3.52pp

      ‘One who who identifies himself as a follower of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu should feel like Lord Caitanya, who said “how will all these yavanas be delivered”?

      Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu was always anxious to deliver the fallen souls because their fallen condition gave Him great unhappiness. This is the platform one can propagate the mission of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

      

      

      

      The most wonderful thing?

      Being immersed in that service which relieves your pain.

      You are very easy to please Gurudeva. Hearing about our joy in Sankirtan and others receiving the mercy of Lord Caitanya you respond with great happiness "Wonderful" like a child getting a plate full of sweets put before him.

      CC Antya-lila Ch3 .52pp

      “Everyone should adopt the cause of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu to try to relieve Him from the anxiety He feels. This is actually service to the Lord”.

      

      

      

      The most satisfying thing to the heart?

      When you lovingly glance upon our insignificant self being happy with our baby steps in bhakti.

      

      

      

      What is a great privilege?

      Although undeserving every day I have the opportunity to render service to you and in this way be with you.

      “Out of many millions of wandering living entities, one who is very fortunate gets an opportunity to associate with a bona fide spiritual master by the grace of Krishna”

      CC Madhya- lila C h 19.151

      

      

      

      Thank you Gurudeva for setting the standard of what life as an aspiring devotee should be.

      CC Madhya-lila Ch17.185 pp

      “The behaviour of a devotee is the criterion for all other behaviour”

      

      

      

      Thank you for continued patience with me.

      I know you see all I need to work on, your just patiently waiting for me to see it myself.

      

      Desiring always to remain and emulate an existence of being

      your indebted servant

      Gokula Lila devi dasi

      

    

  


  
    Gokula-ranjana Dasa


    
      Dear Srila Gurudeva,

      

      Please accept my humble obeisances.

      All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

      

      Accountants are not usually known for their honesty. There is one saying that if you have one hundred accountants in a room, and you ask them to compile your financial statements, they will give you one hundred profit figures that are all different from one another. Rather than give a true presentation of the actual position, the accountant’s natural tendency is to bend the facts in order to make a situation appear better than it actually is. The accountant knows that he must present his financial report to the Chief Executive Officer, who is always hoping for some good news. Thus the accountant thinks that if can make all the problems vanish from the balance sheet through his creative accounting the CEO will automatically be pleased with him.

      

      How surprised was I then, Gurudeva, to find that you prefer and honest presentation of any given situation. In the material world, the CEO cares nothing for the welfare of the accountant. You, on the other hand, Gurudeva, are very concerned with the accountant and his situation. Even if everything is not alright, you would prefer to hear this than see a duplicitous attempt to hide the problems “off the balance sheet”. How much more difficult must it be to help someone who is not honest in their spiritual life?

      

      If I can grasp this point, perhaps I will truly be able to learn spiritual accounting. Through all my attempts at this to date, I think that I am beginning to understand ISKCON’s strange definition of debt. If we look at conventional accounting terminology, we’ll see that the word ‘debt’ refers to any financial obligation we owe to someone. Much to my annoyance, though, ISKCON devotees seem to have taken the liberty of reinventing the meaning of the word debt. It’s very difficult to give a precise definition of ISKCON’s newly invented concept because devotees use the word ‘debt’ so loosely, but from what I can see, when someone in ISKCON talks about debt, they are referring to an obligation that they have absolutely no ability to repay. The classic example would be that books were sold, but the Laxmi to pay for the books was somehow or another spent on other things, leaving the devotees with an obligation to the printers that they cannot possibly meet. Now, although this would still be considered debt when speaking from the conventional accounting sense, ISKCON has narrowed the word’s meaning so that it now refers only to those obligations which we are hopelessly without the ability to repay.

      

      It struck me not long ago that this conception of debt sounds a lot like Maharaja Prthu’s definition of the term, which he gives in his glorification of the four Kumaras in the Bhagavatam’s forth canto. There the King famously says that it is actually not possible to repay the debt one has to the spiritual master for explaining the path of self-realisation. Therefore, although I have noticed that some of the devotees do not understand conventional accounting terminology very well, my hypothesis is that their redefining of the word ‘debt’ might have something to do with them having a spiritual master who cares for them so much that they feel a total inability to repay him for all he has done.

      

      Your aspiring servant,

      Gokula-ranjana dasa

    

  


  
    Gopa-Vrndesa Dasa


    
      nama om visnu padaya krsna presthaya bhutale

      srimate devamrita swamin iti namine

      

      pracare purva-daksyam ca bhaktacara-pravinata

      pararthatapi karunyam yasya sarve ca te namah

      

      Dear Guru Maharaj,

      

      On this auspicious Vyasa Puja day please accept my humble obeisances to your lotus feet.

      

      The Supreme Personality of Godhead Krsna, in the transcendental realm, manifests His quality of unique relation and reciprocation with unlimited devotees. Krsna understands the heart of all souls and so inspires everyone uniquely, and the liberated souls pleases the Lord in unlimited but distinct ways. A bonafide representative of Krsna manifests and exemplifies amazing quality of Vaishnava relationships and you exhibit this feature in a magnificent way.

      

      We got an opportunity to travel with you and I was observing your warm relationships with your God brothers, snnyasis, families, disciples etc. In all your dealing I could see that you were caring, sensitive, accommodating at the same time entertaining. When you were dealing with your god brothers with their families, all were part of the conversation all of them were enlivened and entertained including teenagers. In addition, you associate with your God brothers churning the nectar of Caitanya Caritamrita for hours together. In your dealing with disciples there are all different flavors, serious philosophy, practical suggestions, chastisement, joking, pulling legs etc. You inspire us all the time, encourages even for doing a little service and this amazes us. We can see from the sastra that Krsna accepts a minor service from His devotees as it being very great-sevam manag api krtam bahudhabhyupaiti (CC Antya 1.108). As a pure representative of Krsna you manifest this feature. In one of the lectures you had mentioned that one should pray to swim in the nectar of Vaishnava relations and it is wonderful to see that you have expertise in this as your pranama mantra says-bhaktacara pravinata.

      

      Following in the footstpes of Srila Prabhupada, you give so much of emphasis on helping the suffering souls and your compassion comes out in the form of words emanating from your lotus mouth-guru mukha padma vakya. You speak to the audience for the transformation of their heart and you present in such a way that they can perfectly relate.Your lectures impacts many lives from a non-devotee plunged in sense enjoyment to devotees who are eager to listen. I have personally seen, year after year, how many people have taken up devotional service just hearing your lectures and also got constantly nourished from your words. One devotee in America happened to hear your lecture on western preaching and it inspired him so much that your ideas and strategies came into action and effected in a vibrant preaching centre and a brahmacari asrama in North America.

      

      Some of your instruction, I couldn’t understand the meaning and depth very clearly; however, an attempt to follow has made some tangible change in my life. Maya tries to cover the clear vision and you clear the vision with your transcendental instructions. You are my spiritual father and I have eternal obligation to you, and you have expectations from me for my own good. So kindly bestow your benediction to live up to your expectations.

      

      Aspiring to be your insignificant servant,

      Gopa-Vrndesa Dasa

    

  


  
    Gopala Guru dasa


    
      Dear Guru Maharaja.

      Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

      All glories to your lotus feet.

      

      Thank you for your care, support and guidance. And thank you for encouraging me and guiding me to follow in your foot steps and do the same. One of the core teachings and qualities that you have passed down to us is that of caring for the devotees and outreach to others, this is pure compassion that you have imbibed from your many years of practice of Krishna consciousness and from your sincere following of Srila Prabhupada’s instructions. By your mercy you are giving us the opportunity to also imbibe that same compassion.

      

      It was your compassion that winched me out of the lower depths of material existence, and in my brief time in Krishna consciousness I have seen you do the same for so many other conditioned souls – your compassion has no bounds.

      

      Over the years I have found avenues in my Krishna consciousness where I have found inadequacies and through Krishna’s grace and your guidance I have overcome those obstacles and become purified. First it was my explosive temper, then it was my apprehension about speaking in public (which was always a great mystery for me because of my attraction for talking), and now it is distributing Prabhupada’s books.

      

      Over the years I have immersed myself in busy-ness and engaged myself in every single service except for book distribution, which is very easy to do when managing. It is also very easy to do when I have a wife I can delegate the service to.

      

      But now when I look at my Bhakti tool belt, which has a decent supply of experience and skills in various fields of service, I notice that the belt itself is only a mere thin thread because it is book distribution that is a core service where compassion can be developed and distributed, and a core service that all other services facilitate. Hence, my Bhakti tool belt is incomplete. And hence, my outlet for developing true compassion is stunted.

      

      So today on your Vyasa-puja celebration I reflect upon and thank you for your compassion upon this insignificant conditioned soul. I also pray for your mercy so that I can overcome this 11 year obstacle and burst this titanium bubble of busy-ness that is holding me up from personally getting back out on the streets and distributing Prabhupada’s books, so that I may have a stronger belt of Bhakti tools to engage in your service.

      

      Your servant,

      Gopala Guru dasa

    

  


  
    Gopesvari devi dasi


    
      Please accept my humble obeisances.

      All glories to Srila Prabhupada

      

      Question: How shall we know the will of Krishna?

      

      Answer: by his divine grace, AC Bhaktivedanta Swami Srila Prabhupada (from transcribed lecture)

      

      

      "We are absolute infinitesimals and He is Absolute

      Infinity. If we are sincere and submit to Him, we

      will come in touch with Him and know His

      will. There are self-sufficient people who think

      they can, by their empirical knowledge, know

      everything. But the Absolute cannot be known by our

      empirical knowledge.. We should await the day

      when the Merciful Lord will send his messenger to

      give us the civil death by which all connections

      with the worldly people cease. We shall then be

      able to live the life of a devotee.. The path of

      devotion is the shortest and easiest way. The

      devotees are the most intelligent.. We should

      simply submit to the instructions of the devotees

      who are busy to come in touch with the Absolute."

      

      

      Dearest Gurudev,

      

      I was recently reflecting on my journey to know the will of God in my life. Prior to meeting your diciples, my emperical search to seek and know Gods will in my life simply lead me on a goose chase. One of my many self concocted ideas found me in a van with a God seeking friend, eating nothing but raw soaked chickpeas and mungbeans for weeks on end and bungy jumping while offering prayers of surrender. "Surely this will take me to the heights and depths of knowing Gods will for me"

      

      

      "There are self-sufficient people who think they can,

      by their empirical knowledge, know everything.. We

      should await the day when the Merciful Lord will

      send his messenger to give us the civil death by

      which all connections with the worldly people cease"

      

      

      Gurudev, you are that person Srila Prabhupada speaks of. You are that messenger sent by the Merciful Lord to grant us a civil death and teach us the written word of Krishna, the holy name of Krishna and the living will of Krishna... and to personally put

      me in touch with people who how to cook chickpeas.

      

      Gurudev, I crave to follow your perfect example and actively demonstrate my gratitude for that which has been given to me so freely by whole heartedly going out and giving it to others, yet the bitter tendrals of selfish desire all too often choke my already feeble efforts.

      

      Gurudev, you have made it so easy to come to Krishna and to grow in Krishna. And now, on this most holy Vysa Puja day, I humbly ask that you please help me plant in my weedy heart the sincere desire to help you give that opportunity to others.

      

      Your humble white servant,

      Gopesvari dd

      

    

  


  
    Govinda Kunda Devi Dasi


    
      Dear Guru Maharaja,

      

      Please accept my humble obeisances on this most auspicious day of your appearance.

      All glories to Srila Prabhupada

      All glories to you and your service to Srila Prabhupada

      

      On this most auspicious day I want to express my gratefulness to you for giving me an opportunity to be a part of ISKCON family. Before meeting you I did not have much understanding, but I had heard that you need a Guru to progress in spiritual life. I always use to wonder how will I find a Guru? When I heard you for the first time somehow I felt I found my Guru. Just by your little association my whole life has turned around. In August 2007, you accepted me as your disciple and I feel it was the most important day of my life. I feel a stronger connection to Srila Prabhupada, to you, and the devotees. It is due to your mercy and blessings I have got the opportunity to serve the deities. Making garlands for the deities and cooking in the deity kitchen is such an excitement.

      

      Your commitment and dedication to serving Srila Prabhupada’s mission is contagiously inspiring to everyone who meets you. You are always travelling all over the world and enthusiastically spreading the Glories of the Lord. In your lectures you always speak so sincerely with truth and humility. Your lectures provide me with strength and shelter.

      

      I pray that I can develop your mood of service. I thank you for always being so kind to me and my family and for being our spiritual master.

      

      Your Insignificant Servant

      

      Govindakunda Devi Dasi.

    

  


  
    Guru vani devi dasi


    
      Dear Gurudeva,

      Please accept my obeisances at your lotus feet.

      All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

      

      I reflect on your guidance over the past decade or so.

      Your stance remains the same: “read 2 hours daily”, “arrange your life to chant”, “open your heart” “combine compassion & management”, “help others to come to & advance in Krsna Consciousness”, “develop genuine people skills” “love to serve the devotees”.

      

      A spoilt child am I.

      So many years of your personal attention, guidance & care.

      

      Now, immersed in the trappings of family commitment – caught up in “I” & “mine”.

      Some small desire is there but free time is scarce.

      

      Your disciples who imbibe your preaching spirit – reaping your mercy.

      What is the most my little domestic self can do to receive a drop or two?

      

      The clock is ticking.

      I long for the time when I can again reciprocate with all you have given me.

      

      Aspiring to be of service again one day,

      Guru vani devi dasi

    

  


  
    Hari-Priya devi dasi


    
      gurudev! krpa-bindu diya, koro'ei dase,

      trnapekha ati hina

      sakala sahane, bala diya koro',

      nija-mane sprha-hina

      

      Gurudeva, give to this servant just one drop of mercy. I am lower than a blade of grass. Give me all help. Give me strength. Let me be as you are, without desires or aspirations.

      

      sakale sammana korite sakati

      deho' natha! jathajatha

      tabe to' gaibo, hari-nama-sukhe

      aparadha ha'be hata

      

      I offer you all respects, for thus I may have the energy to know you correctly. Then, by chanting the holy name in great ecstasy, all my offenses will cease.

      

      kabe heno krpa, labhiya e jana,

      krtartha hoibe, natha!

      sakti-buddhi-hina, ami ati dina,

      koro' more atma-satha

      

      When will such mercy fall to this one who is weak and devoid of intelligence? Allow me to be with you.

      

      jogyata-vicare, kichu nahi pai,

      tomara karuna - sara

      karuna na hoile, kandiya kandiya,

      prana na rakhibo ara

      

      If you examine me, you will find no qualities. Your mercy is all that I am made of. If you are not merciful unto me, I can only weep, and I will not be able to maintain my life.

      

      Kia Ora Gurudeva

      

      I offer my most humble obeisances unto your lotus feet.

      

      I offer my most humble obeisances unto the lotus feet of Srila Prabhupada.

      

      All glories to Srila Prabhupada and you, Srila Gurudeva.

      

      Thank you for rescuing me from the ocean of nescience. Thank you for understanding my desire for whanau thus providing me with a whanau of god brothers and god daughters. Thank you for accepting me as your disciple.

      

      Srila Gurudeva, I am thinking back to the time when we first met. I still blush at my ignorance. You were trying your hardest to help me, and I was trying my hardest to ignore you. Thank you for not giving up on me. I promise I’m trying my hardest to follow your instructions now.

      I know no matter how much service I try to do I can never even come close to repaying you for all you have done for me, at every moment you are saving me from the darkness of ignorance. My service is so insignificant anyway, I could be doing much more. My attempts are not enough, not just in the case of personal service, but cultivating my Krishna consciousness. You have led me to the water but, I know it’s up to me to take the drink.

      

      There is nothing I can actually offer you that has any worth as you already possess pure Krishna-bhakti which is the only thing that is of any real value anyway. I can however, make a humble attempt to try to wholeheartedly take this process of Krishna consciousness that you have given me, as seriously as possible, working towards trying to make my every, thought, word and deed, one that is pleasing to you.

      

      He mihi nunui ki a koe

      My most humble obeisences to you

      

      Your aspiring servant

      Hari-Priya devi dasi

    

  


  
    Helen Volova


    
      Hare Krsna!

      

      Dearest Guru Maharaja!

      Please accept my humble, respectful obeissances at Your lotus feet and congratulations on this auspicious Vyasa Puja day.

      All glories to Srila Prabhupada!

      All glories to Your Divine Grace!

      

      Lord Sri Krsna comes, like the sun rising in the darkness, like a boat to the drowning man, like ? sweet rain cloud for those who faint from thirst, like a doctor for the patient, and brings with him all favorable.

      (Srila Rupa Goswami, Padyavali, text 51)

      

      yadyapi āmāra guru — caitanyera dāsa

      tathāpi jāniye āmi tāńhāra prakāśa

      guru kṛṣṇa-rūpa hana śāstrera pramāṇe

      guru-rūpe kṛṣṇa kṛpā karena bhakta-gaṇe

      

      Although I know that my spiritual master is a servitor of Śrī Caitanya, I know Him also as a plenary manifestation of the Lord. According to the deliberate opinion of all revealed scriptures, the spiritual master is nondifferent from Kṛṣṇa. Lord Kṛṣṇa in the form of the spiritual master delivers His devotees. (CC, Adi-lila, 1.44-45).

      

      I am eternally grateful to Lord Sri Krishna for Your presence in my life, for the invaluable opportunity to receive spiritual guidance in the science of Bhakti, getting rid of the emptiness in my heart and loneliness.

      

      Let the merciful Lord Nrisimhadeva always carefully protects You.

      I pray for the grace to find refuge by becoming Your disciple and faithful servant in the mission of Srila Prabhupada.

      

      bhaktin Helen ( from Chernigov)

    

  


  
    Hriman Krsna das


    
      nama om visnu padaya krsna presthaya bhutale

      srimate devamrita swamin iti namine

      precare purva daksyam ca bhaktachara pravinata

      pararthathapi karunyam yasya sarve ca te namaha

      

      All glories to you, my eternal spiritual father, in this most auspicious day of your appearance. You have factually raised me, just like a child from the time I began my first steps in Krsna Consciousness. “The relationship between the father and the son is always sublime. The father is naturally disposed with good will towards the son, and he is always ready to help the son in his progress in life” (SB 3.13.9 purport). You have taken care of my real welfare more than anyone else in this world no words can render justice to your mercy upon me. Fortunately action speaks louder than words, despite being humbly inconvenienced by my inadequacy to express my heartfelt appreciation, I am relieved to know that after writing this I can just walk out the door and go out on book distribution...

      

      I remember clearly your first instruction to me when I met you after a Sunday feast in Gaura Yoga. You had just given a stunning presentation and I was in so much awe and reverence of you, I just wanted be around you like a harassed teenage school girl in the presence of a pop movie star. You were taking prasadam by yourself waiting for guests to come and talk to you. Devotees were encouraging me to get your darshan, so I boldly approached your table and asked if I could sit with you to ask a question.

      

      Now being raised up in an all boy Catholic school the only association I had with saintly people were priests and from previous experience the only time I ever really spoke to them was in a confession box. So it was pure logic. All I had to do was confess myself to you and you will tell me to chant a few Hare Krishnas and I would be forgiven. In the back of my mind I was thinking that chanting Hare Krishna is much more fun the Hail Marys’ and our fathers any way. There I was opening a can of worms while you patiently took your prasadam occasionally glancing at me with disgust. After scraping the bottom of the can onto your plate I asked you, ‘so is it still possible for me to be Krsna Conscious?’ You said, “Yes” and with clear cutting words you instructed, “Go clean yourself up!”

      

      The next episode was after a loft style discussion you gave also in Gaura Yoga. After the discussion you were scanning for questions and probing the guests for more insight. You looked at me and said, “So Carlos have you read Bhagavad Gita yet?” I nodded to affirm, being proud of my mayavadi training at the school of philosophy. You replied ‘ok, so do you know what comes next?’ I scratched my head thinking of something to answer, ‘yes I know wisdom, knowledge that’s what comes next’. You gently smiled and in a long drawn out voice you said ‘no, Shreemaad Bhaagavataam’. One week later I approached Krishnaloka mataji and bought a set of her. Thank you for selling me my first ever Bhagavatam set.

      

      Just before you left Wellington I was arranged a meeting with you in the hopes of developing some relationship. We discussed several topics i.e. school, accommodation, parties and debauched student life. You told me to take pictures of our flat parties with bodies strewn all over the ground drugged and intoxicated. You wanted these pictures for educational purposes. I was so glad you wanted me to do something else for you besides to just ‘clean myself up’. I told you I wanted to study further and travel. You said, ‘alright if you want to travel than you can travel with me.’ Approximately one year later by your mercy you dragged this wretch all over the world for six months. I won’t go on recounting all the dramas throughout that trip, but I could probably write a small book relishing all your glories in preaching around the world, at the same time babysitting a green horned bhakta such as myself.

      

      My dear spiritual father, I can see that you undergo so much trouble and inconvenience to bring people into Krishna Consciousness. Fast forwarding into time, eight years later by your grace I’m still here. You had told us recently in the brahmachari ashram that the only real price for this ashram is selfless, humble devotional service.

      

      As I meditate on your example and precept in seriously spreading Srila Prabhupada’s movement far and wide, you have become endowed with all the magnanimous qualities of a Vaisnava, yasyasti bhaktir bhagavaty akincana sarvair gunais tatra samasate surah, (SB 5.18.12). You explained to us that surrendering to Krishna in this age means, ‘yare dekha, tare kaha krsna-upadesa, (Cc Mad 7.128). Certainly you have become an embodiment of this verse, ‘whomever you meet where ever you go, and you instruct them about Krsna’. For almost four decades, you have executed this order. And the amount of selflessness and compassion required to achieve this stature in Krishna’s service is indeed bewildering for me.

      

      Over the years I’m coming to realize that this sankirtan yajna forces one to be selfless. From the material perspective there is absolutely no sense why someone in the right mind will stand out on the streets all day, trying to give books to poor crazy people that don’t even want them. But you have taught us how to beg and cry out for Gaura Nitai to mercifully allow us to do this service. From the material perspective this service is deemed the lowest. But one is forced to see the unlimited spiritual gain. There is nothing in this for my mundane senses. So even if there is some subtle sense gratification it quickly becomes dry, punah punas carvita-carvananam (SB 7.5.30) and we’re forced to go deeper into selflessness and our motivations if one is to continue with this service.

      

      Gurudeva, your selflessness in Krishna consciousness is so powerful that it inspires others to become selfless also. You have inspired so many devotees around the globe to take to this Sankirtan yajna. For this I am so grateful, that after all this time my appreciation and taste for this service has increased and the impossible is eventually becoming possible. By your guidance you are curbing the despicably selfish mentality of the conditioned soul, mukam karoti vacalam pangum langhayate girim yat-krpa tam aham vande sri gurum dina taranam.

      

      I also marvel at your affectionate heart. For almost four decades you are wearing your heart on your sleeve. You extend yourself constantly, always bringing and inspiring so many souls into Krishna consciousness. Against so many impediments, still you stand firm in your position just like a desire tree. Whatever ill treatment the tree undergoes, he tolerates and provides shade and fruits. Similarly you persevere through all these predicaments, always forgiving, bestowing shade to all those suffering the scorching heat of Kali Yuga, whilst unfailing to deliver the fruits of love of God. From the material perspective, people are prone to close their hearts due to so much disappointment and exploitation from others. Your glorious heart is so magnanimous that even those you have personally trained for years turn their backs away from you and forcibly take leave of your shelter; still you remain their well wisher and make it easy for them to come back to Krishna Consciousness.

      

      Gurudeva how wonderful you are, truly compassionate and selfless in heart.

      

      Whilst great sages labouring hard under stringent regulative principles for salvation by suspending semen up wards remaining naked in forests eventually do achieve Brahman, vata vasana rsayah sramanah urdvha-manthinah brahmakhyam dhama te yanti santah sannyasiao malalh (SB11.6.47). Simply by your engagement in spreading the Lords glories you are genuinely traversing this bhava sagara ocean of material existence and taking everyone else with you in the process. Vayam tv iha maha yogin bhramantah karma vartmasu tvad-vartaya tarisyamas tavakair dutaram tamah, (SB 11.6.48) As Uddhava says in this verse we shall transcend this world of abject nescience simply by vibrating the message of Your activities as duty bound devotees of Your Lordship, although seemingly we are moving on the path of fruitive activities. Srila Prabhupada uses these beautiful verses for the original preface of the second volume of the Bhagavatam and they continue to be a source of inspiration for me as I think of your sacrifice in this regard. You embody these words as did Srila Prabhupada and those in disciplic succession.

      

      “A son's duty is not only to make the father the source of supply for all his needs, but also, when he is grown up, to render service unto him. That is the law of creation beginning from the time of Brahmä. A father's duty is to bring up the son until he is grown, and when the son is grown up, it is his duty to render service unto the father.” (SB 3.13.7 purport) This has become my spiritual aspiration i.e. to be sufficiently grown up in bhakti and duly serve you and the parampara competently, free from so many ulterior motives. Although to try and give back what you have given to me will be an eternal affair. Therefore I am very ever thankful for tolerating me thus far and being so patient with me while I slowly develop in Krishna Consciousness.

      

      I would like to close by telling this one nectar story, I know you so dearly love to hear. You had told the devotees once that you were conquered by these stories. I stopped one boy on Queen street and tried to show him Bhagavad Gita. He paused and said that I already sold him a book 'Perfect Escape' a couple of weeks ago and before he had a chance to read, he had lent the book to a friend who had read it and was more interested than himself. He said that his friend was always reading all sorts of spiritual literature. Alright, so he wasn't interested on another book, I gave him my number to give to his friend, whom he was about to meet. A couple of hours later his friend began to text me with some questions about spiritual life. For example, he asked about different forms of meditation and how he would have liked to live a monks life. So that same week he came to the Sunday feast at the Loft with some very nice inquiries. He wasn't afraid to ask all the big questions. The following week I arranged to meet him in his home town, 'Devonport' on the North shore. After a day of book distribution in Devonport, I met with this boy whose name is Oliver. We got talking Krishna katha for almost two hours, after which he bought a Bhagavad Gita, Bhagavatam 1.1, Searching for Vedic India, Perfect Escape, On your way to Krishna and a Higher taste. He gave $60 and also got his first set of jappa beads. He met you in a Loft class once and I gave him some more of your lectures. Since then he has been constantly listening to them.

      

      Oliver told his girlfriend a month ago that their relationship was going to end up in frustration because it was time bound; apparently she broke out in tears and ran away. Ever since he’s been a regular at the Loft eager for devotee association, consequently he is now regularly chanting. We meet up every week cooking feasts and going out for small trips. He has a batch in Mangawhai and has invited the brahmacharis there for the weekend. His goal is to be on sixteen rounds by the end of the year. I’m hoping that he will make it at the Otaki retreat. He has also become fired up about travelling sankirtan!

      

      Srila Prabhupada writes; “so even though we are not in the Himalayas, even though we talk of business, even though we deal in rupees and n.P still, simply because we are 100 per cent servants of the Lord and are engaged in the service of broadcasting the message of His glories,-certainly we shall transcend and get through the invincible impasse of Maya and reach the effulgent kingdom of God to render Him face to face eternal service, in full bliss and knowledge. We are confident of this factual position and we may also assure to our numerous readers that they will also achieve the same result simply by hearing the glories of the Lord. Jannama sruti matrena puman bhavati nirmala,” (SB preface vol 2, 1964)

      

      Gurudeva, through you Srila Prabhupada has become a guiding light in my life. As you told me personally in Mayapur some years back, all you wanted is that your disciples know Srila Prabhupada through his books. By your precise instructions you have renewed life into this body, which in the past was merely a flailing corpse, devoid of spiritual activity. Through your example you teach us how to live and imbibe the ideal life Srila Prabhupada desired in his teachings. “One who has life, he can Preach,” you are my real father because you have shown me how to live, life beyond the smattering interactions of the body and mind.

      

      Thank you.

      

      

      

      Determined to be your obedient and selfless servant

      

      Hriman Krsna das

    

  


  
    Indranath Das


    
      Dear Guru Maharaja,

      

      please accept my humble obeisances.

      

      All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

      

      All glories to your lotus feet.

      

      Samdsara-bisanale, dibanisi hiya jvale

      Jivate na kainu upaya

      

      "I am suffering from the poisonous effects of material enjoyment. Thus my heart is always burning and is almost on the verge of failure".

      

      This quotation from the bhajan of Narottama dasa Thakura describing condition of living being in the age of Kali. Everyone can experience this. I am feeling tired and exhausted quite often from the attempt to get result or enjoy in some way by material nature. By Krishna's mercy conditioned soul can obtain Guru, the representative of God and from that moment this material existence coming to an end. Guru is like a cloud pour the rain of His instructions and extinguish the fire of conditional life of His disciples. Every time when I see you personally, render some service to you or hear your lectures and feel it.

      By purity of your bhakti you give us opportunity to understand spiritual life. And one should see bhakti, not only read or hear about it.

      

      Guru Maharaja, You are always the best example for me.

      

      Thank you for giving me this opportunity and I pray to Krishna to be able top be useful for your service again and again.

      

      Your servant,

      

      Indranath Das

      

      Brisbane, Australia.

      

    

  


  
    Jai Saci Nandana Das


    
      Nama on visnu-padaya Krsna presthaya bhutale

      Srimate Devamrita swamin iti namine

      

      Pracare purva daksyam ca bhaktacara pravinitah

      Paratatapi karunyam yasya sarve ca te namah

      

      Hare Krishna Gurudev,

      Please accept my dandavats at your feet

      

      Once again on this wonderful day of your Vyasa-Puja, I would like to take this opportunity to express my affection and heartfelt gratitude towards you for not only imparting invaluable knowledge about the supreme science but also for personally looking after me like a father.

      

      In one of your lectures at the farm (January 2010), you mentioned and I quote “Just as a large orgnisaiton is liked via an IT network, this entire material world is a network of karmic reactions” and even “our bodies are a freakish accident”.

      

      These two statements had a profound impact on me as you bought to light how much ingrained one is in this network of karmic reactions whilst entrapped in the material body.

      

      At the farm you spoke at length how important it is to understand our constitutional position in relationship to the supreme lord and the process of geting out of this entrapment. Gurudev, this is just one of the many examples wherein you have imparted this supreme science and how fortunate I am to receive this knowledge.

      

      Thank you Gurudev for repeatedly opening my eyes.

      

      Once again I beg shelter at your lotus feet and ask forgiveness for any disobedience caused, also as per your instructions I will try my best to grow the outreach especially through our weekly programs in suburbs like Footscray.

      

      Your insignificant servant

      Jai Saci Nandana Das

    

  


  
    Janesvari devi dasi


    
      Dearest Guru Maharaja,

      

      Please accept my most respectful & humble obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet.

      All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

      All glories to You on this most auspicious day of Your appearance in this world!

      

      Meditating on your divine personality which has the power to save the world,

      i try to write a homage to you.

      I know I am not qualified for the glorification of a Bhagavat-pravam as your good self,

      but I hope you`ll accept my humble attempt.

      

      By great fortune, I was initiated as your disciple and I am therefor eternally grateful to you.

      

      Srila Prabhupada spoke on a morning walk at Juhu beach :

      " So we should be sanatha, protected, not anatha - orphan.

      We should have our master and be exclusively devoted to him.

      Then we will feel confident in his protection and will always be happy."

      

      CC Madhya 1.206 :

      

      bhavantam evanucaran nirantarah

      prasanta-nihsesa-mano-rathantarah

      kadaham aikantika-nitya-kinkarah

      praharsayisyami sanatha-jivitam

      

      " By serving You constantly, one is freed from all material desires and is completely pacified.

      When shall I engage as Your permanent eternal servant and always feel joyful to have such a fitting master?"

      

      "Just as a dog or servant is very satisfied to get a competent, perfect master, or as a child is completely satisfied to possess a competent father, so the living entity is satisfied by completely engaging in the service of the Supreme Lord.

      He thereby knows that he has a competent master to save him from all kinds of danger."

      

      Dear Guru Maharaja,

      you have displayed a remarkable degree of strenght, consistency and honesty in your attempts to carry out the order of Srila Prabhupada,

      and this is in turn a constant source of inspiration and encouragement for your disciples and followers.

      

      We are proud to be connected to Srila Prabhupada through such a faithful and unmotivated source.

      

      Because of your straight-forwardness and purity of purpose, we feel closely linked with Srila Prabhupada and his unbreakable link to the previous acaryas.

      

      Your words of clarity and wisdom sometimes pierce our hearts and minds,

      but only to open them up more for deeper understanding and appreciation.

      

      Thank you Guru Deva for opening my eyes with the torchlight of transcendental knowledge.

      

      I pray on this day that I may become a truly worthy disciple of yours, in your mission to spread Lord Caitanya`s sankirtan movement all over the world.

      

      Begging to increase my relationship with you, so I can do better service.

      By doing this, I can truly relish service as you do.

      

      Please bless me with this Guru Deva, and shower me with your blessings to eternally remain your servant.

      

      Your aspiring servant of the servant,

      Janesvari devi dasi
    

  


  
    Jayadeva Kavi das


    
      Dear Srila Guru Maharaj.

      

      Please accept my humble obeisances.

      All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

      All glories to your appearance.

      

      Today a university student came to me while I was distributing prasadam. He asked questions, in a tone reminiscent of a restless Christian, about the harinam party who he had seen chanting on Queen St. “Do you do it for yourselves or others’ benefit? What does it mean? Why are you always doing it on Queen St?” Although he proclaimed to be an atheist, he was actually inquisitive. And then he even admitted he had liked his latest exposure to the chanting. He praised the devotees’ use of an accordion in “breaking through the monotonous percussion.”

      

      Once I met a Czech busker in Porirua, who had lived in Prague for some time, working in a building in the town square where the devotees often chant on harinam. He had never attended a Hare Krishna get-together but already had some books. When he came to Krishnafest at Gaura Yoga he was enthusiastically dancing and chanting in the kirtan. Later he told me how, at first, he only considered the chanting in Prague a disturbance but, in time, came to soften up to the chanting to the point of looking forward to hearing the chanting party. That night he took chanting beads with him to take on his travels.

      


      
        syāt kṛṣṇa-nāma-caritādi-sitāpy avidyā-

        pittopatapta-rasanasya na rocikā nu

        kintv ādarād anudinaṁ khalu saiva juṣṭā

        svādvī kramād bhavati tad-gada-mūla-hantrī
      


      

      ”The holy name, character, pastimes and activities of Krishna are all transcendentally sweet like sugar candy. Although the tongue of one afflicted by the jaundice of avidya [ignorance] cannot taste anything sweet, it is wonderful that simply by carefully chanting these sweet names every day, a natural relish awakens within his tongue, and his disease is gradually destroyed at the root.” (Nectar of Devotion, text 7)

      

      With purification from the holy name of the Lord, people gradually begin to soften up to Krishna, in every form; His holy name, His prasad, His devotees, and topics regarding Him in the form of Srila Prabhupada’s books. But for us to be effective in distributing Krishna consciousness we must first ourselves become qualified. This qualification does not mean philosophical prowess, fat sikha and cold showers. We must actually have real eagerness to become Krishna conscious, to take Srila Prabhupada’s books seriously. You have stressed this in a recent lecture:

      

      “Every word is full of Krishna. Try to beg for some glimpse of that experience when you read. Just read one chapter, you just read one page, you just read one sentence, you just read one word and you can become Krishna conscious because every word is full of Krishna. Srila Prabhupada explained: taking shelter of his books is the same as taking shelter of Krishna because his books are as good as Krishna. It’s quite a deep and profound statement... See peoples’ lives change when they get these books, when they read these books.”

      

      You are the well-wisher of the devotees because you reach deep within your heart to call out to them, to stimulate their advancement in Krishna consciousness. You are actually the well-wisher of the world because you see the suffering condition of one disconnected from their true interests and you are eager to give practical guidance, not just some sympathetic words to alleviate emotions. You are empowered because you can bring people to Krishna. And you are super-empowered and expert because you then strive to train them to bring others to Krishna.

      

      Gurudeva, as a typical kali-yuga resident only having just come in from the storm, I am rather lazy in regards to self-realisation, my self-welfare and others’ welfare. So in this recent meeting at the brahmacari ashram in Auckland you appealed to us to try to see the real situation of the conditioned soul:

      

      “So don’t be fooled. People are suffering more than ever before and now material nature is kicking back more than ever before. Yes, you have the solutions! You have what they need. It’s a question of desiring Krishna to empower you to be able to make a difference. I wonder how many of you are longing for that – for Krishna to give you the intelligence, for Krishna to give you the power to make a breakthrough. The brahmacari ashram is a great place for such spiritual ambitions. Having spiritual ambitions doesn’t cancel out being humble at the same time, or vice versus. Being humble also includes having spiritual ambitions. We’re reluctant about ourselves, but we’re very eager and enthusiastic about pleasing Krishna.”

      

      Srila Gurudeva, you once said to me, “Help me help others.” On this glorious day of your Vyasa-Puja I beg for your help to get over this inertia I have blocking my progress in Krishna consciousness. And I beg for assistance in developing the desire for Krishna to give me the intelligence and the power to help you help others.

      

      Aspiring to serve you,

      Jayadeva Kavi das

    

  


  
    Jessica Brown


    
      Maharaj,

      All glories to Srila Prabhupad. I surrender unto your lotus feet.

      "I was born in the darkest ignorance, and my guru, my spiritual master, opened my eyes with the torch of knowledge. I offer my respectful obeisances unto him."

      Its been almost a year since i met yourself and the devotees in Melbourne. I cant begin to describe how my life has changed.

      I have learnt so much, yet feel I know so little. I can only hope to grow spiritually every day and to, one day, take shelter and serve you as my spititual master, to serve Krishna through your teachings and kind words of advice. I can only pray that one day i can feel worthy of being called your disciple.

      I wish you a very happy Vyasa Puja, I look forward to seeing you soon.

      Your very humble aspiring servant,

      Jessica Brown
    

  


  
    joshua menheere


    
      Dear guru Maharaj

      Please accept my humble obeisance’s all glories to Srila Prabhupad.

      Today is especially good day for refreshing our attitude of gratitude to the spiritual master and the bhakti cult of Lord Chaitanya.

      All glories to you on this auspicious day of your vyasa puja and especially all glories to you for your causeless mercy in bringing so many lost souls back to Krishna consciousness including my rebellious self. The proof of your magnamity, compassion and dearness to the lord is your loving network of devotees all over the world, and what an attractive network it is. Your preaching is so perfect and sensitive and we are all trying to follow in your lotus foot steps in your loft centers and bring others into the loving network of Lord Chaitanya Mahaprabhu.

      Guru mukha padma vaikya cittite koriya aikya ar na koriho mane asa!

      This is my goal. that I treasure your divine instructions as my only belongings.

      Guru Deva please invest me with the spiritual strength to honor all living beings properly only then will I chant offenselesly and please gurudeva free me from the nasty, selfish demoniac desires for profit, adoration and distinction which are the pathetic misers that have been squatting in my heart since time immemorial.

      With out you I have no access to the blissful maha mantra or the jar of anandam buddhi vardanam that we are all hankering for.

      You are the representative of the source of spiritual strength, Lord Balaram with out you I have no strength to resist the temptations of the glittering façade of the 3 gunas of krsna’s illusiory inferia bewildering potency.

      So what can I say (or do) to thank you for saving me from repeated births and deaths in the grossly limited realm of mundane existence and mercifully instructing me how to be a devotee and revive my dormant love for lord Krishna the excellent dresser who enchants every one with his completely transcendental flute playing. It is a matchless gift. I shall continue practicing the art of sankirtan under your lotus feet in the association with your truly aw inspiring disciples. Thank you! Thank you! thank you! All glories to you! All glories to you! All glories to Sri Guru and Sri Gauranga.

      

      Your servant josh.

    

  


  
    Justo Galeana


    
      Dear Maharaja,

      

      Please accept my humble obeisances.

      All glories to Srila Prabhupada

      

      I still can not believe this is my first vyasa puja offering. Even though I am not initiated yet, my heart feels you have already changed my life. My heart is filled with warm emotions and incredible hopes for going back to Godhead. I know with your guidance the doors of Vaikuntha are open.

      

      In the past my mind wanted so many things. Now the only thing I want in my life is to please you and serve you with all my heart. From the moment I sent you my first email, I immediately felt the change and since then I am counting the days in which I will finally surrender to your lotus feet. I even had a dream about you giving me initiation a few days ago.

      

      I am so fallen that when I first met you I did not act humble or submissive. In my mind I was silently challenging your arguments, as if I knew any better. I now realize how wrong I was and how everything you say is perfect and faultless.

      

      Thanks to the mercy, kindness and patience of your disciples Shastra Krt Das and Gouraprema Das I have been able to make some progress. Now I have come for guidance. I don't care about the three worlds, opulence or material knowledge. I only desire your causeless mercy upon this fallen soul.

      

      Dear Maharaja, I am so looking forward to see you in November. I will disclose my mind, my thoughts, my heart to you, so you can tell me what is the best thing for this fallen soul to do.

      

      Have a wonderful appearance day, and thank you for having taken birth among us. Hare Krsna! :D

    

  


  
    Kalluri Prasad Babu & Family


    
      Nama Om Vishnu padaya

      Krsna-presthaya Bhutale

      Srimate Devamrta Swami

      Iti namine

      

      Pracare purva-daksyam ca

      Bhaktacara-pravinata

      Pararthatapi karunyam

      Yasya sarve ca te namah

      

      Please accept my humble obeisances.

      All glories to Srila Prabhupada

      All glories to Your Lotus Feet.

      All glories to you on this auspicious day.

      

      Dear Maharaj,

      During your last visit to Melbourne, we requested to Gopa Vrndesa Prabhu to make a Darshan time with you. But, when he proposed the idea to you, you merely said, “When is Prasad Babu cooking prasadam?” Even without us desiring for such mercy, you granted our wish simply in the form of one question. Such is your quality of compassion. I was very fortunate to have direct service to you personally this time. Never before have I served in this manner. You grant your mercy to us, even though we are so unqualified to receive it. We beg you to grant such mercy to us in the future, even though we may remain in this state.

      During our last Indian trip, we planned to take a large number of our relatives to Mayapur. Before we left Melbourne, we asked for your blessings. You gave your blessings to us by e-mail just before we left. The trip to Mayapur was a great success. Without any complaints or problems, all the relatives whom we had planned to take to Mayapur willingly boarded the train. This was all due to your blessings.

      You also accepted our request for initiation and replied to us that you would grant us initiation in your next visit to Melbourne. We can never repay you for this act of mercy. We are thanking from the bottom of our hearts.

      We wish that you will bless us to become your life-long servants.

      

      Your aspiring servants,

      Prasad, Anitha, Charan and Krishna Priya.

    

  


  
    Karoline Souza


    
      Dearest Guru-Maharaja,

      

      I offer my humble and most respectful obeisances to you. All glories to Sri Krsna, Srila Prabhupada, and to your divine grace.

      

      Tadeu and I wish you a very happy Vyasa-Puja and pray that there are many, many more to come! Thank you so much for dedicating your life to provide us conditioned souls with an eternal remedy to get out of this material world and into our natural environment… as inhabitants of the spiritual sky! Guru-Maharaja, your blessings and causeless mercy continues to bring upon us so many wonderful realizations – there are no words to express our gratitude for what you have done for us. Ever since we first met you, you had captured our hearts… It feels like you have always been part of me, like a father who always looks after his child with unconditional love although worlds might separate them. Every time I see you, listen to your Kirtans and lectures, or read your words, I feel like taking bath in an ocean of comforting truth and my soul sighs in relief. And every time you leave, it hurts and creates such emptiness inside – as if my soul gets overpowered or pulls back, like a turtle retracts its head into its shell. I can’t wait to be in your presence again and again, and taste more and more of your medicine to remove my ignorance and gain strength to let my soul shine - always.

      

      Guru-Maharaja, thank you so much for giving me so many wonderful opportunities to serve you! On this auspicious day, your Vyasa-Puja, I pray to Krsna that he may allow me to continue to seek your loving association at your lotus feet, and that you may forgive me if I have offended you in any way.

      

      Your aspiring servant and most fallen child,

      

      Karoline Souza

    

  


  
    Karuna-Purna dasi


    
      Dear Srila Gurudeva,

      Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet.

      All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

      All glories to your ever compassionate service.

      

      The Vyasa Puja is a day especially meant for the glorification of the Spiritual Master. Unfortunately I do not know a lot of details of your glorious work all around the world. What I really do appreciate is the great effort you have put in over many years to build a wonderful devotional community here in New Zealand and Australia. For devotees this is the most precious thing - devotee association, because, as you said, it creates opportunity for devotional service. Thank you for this wonderful gift.

      

      I especially appreciate how your complete focus, just as Srila Prabhupada’s, is to reach out to as many conditioned souls as possible, for the benefit of everyone. Just like Srila Prabhupada, you are going through the “austerity” to reach out to westerners, and teach us everything from scratch. In one of your talks on successful urban outreach, you mentioned how some leaders of devotee communities find it an ungrateful task to cultivate westerners, because we need to be taught everything according to vaisnava standards: how to dress, how to eat, how to rise, how to bathe, how to behave respectfully. We even need to be taught how to have proper relationships... Despite all this you never tire of your service to your spiritual master. And for this we are very grateful.

      

      I appreciate how you always induce us to engage fully in Krishna’s service, with the attitude of “the more you give Krishna, the more Krishna you get”. Last week I went out to distribute books for, almost, the first time this year. Sachi Dhulal Prabhu was already on the street, but ran out of books and called me to bring some more. When I got there I saw it as a good opportunity to also try to distribute something for your pleasure. With no expectations I stopped a young boy, who took Your Ever Well Wisher. Next, I stopped a university student. She took a hard Bhagavad Gita as course material for her religious studies. Another lady went to the cash machine to give me a donation for a soft BG, while a couple from Christchurch took a Perfect Escape to read on the plane back. Within a short time we had run out of books again. After this I felt so grateful to you for encouraging us in this way. I also felt really encouraged by Krishna, as if He wanted to tell me “See, you just need to be out here and show them the books, and I will do the rest”. I really felt that whatever happened was not all all due to me. So I want to thank you for inspiring us to engage in this way, for the benefit of all.

      

      In the 5th Canto Srila Prabhupada explains the word arbha-bhavat as “from being very affectionate to children”. He writes “In other words, paramahamsa life is dedicated for the benefit of others. Just as a father sacrifices many things out of affection for his son, great saintly persons sacrifice all kinds of bodily comfort for the benefit of human society.” (SB 5.1.26) So it can be seen that your life is completely dedicated in this way. Not only are you acting as our dear spiritual master, sometimes you also go beyond the duties of the guru, and take on the task of a proper father. Therefore, in all ways, you are glorious!

      

      Thank you for everything, Srila Gurudeva! Praying to be able to go beyond all mental and bodily obstacles, and truly become a useful instrument in your service, and the service of your servants.

      

      Your servant and spiritual daughter, Karuna-Purna
    

  


  
    kasinatha das


    
      Dear Gurudeva Please accept my humble obesiences all glories to srila prabhupada.

      

      Your classes are always inspirational

      always educational

      your transcendental wit always cuts through

      without this mercy what would i do.

      

      

      conveying incredible elucidations from impossible angles,

      which break us out of the complicated tangles of difficult service or devotee relationship problems,

      or maya s tricks

      false ego trips

      

      

      All glories to you on your vyasapuja day

      what more can i say ,

      obesiances to you at your lotus feet.

      

      your foolish servant

      kasinatha das
    

  


  
    keerthi aravapalli


    
      om ajnana-timirandhasya

      jnananjana-salakaya

      caksur unmilitam yena

      tasmai sri-gurave namah

      

      Om vishnu padaya krishna prestya bhutale srimate Bhaktivedanta swami iti namine.

      All Glories to Srila Prabhupada.

      All Glories to Sri Devamitra swami maharaj.

      

      Dear Maharaj,

      On this auspicious occasion,i convey my heartfelt wishes for your Vyasa puja. Its been always wonderful in your auspicious association and learn about Lord Krsna.i consider you to be my dearest father who had been constant guide, taking care of me and correcting me from time to time. i deeply desire to serve your lotus feet and learn the art of loving and serving Sri Sri Radha vallabha and all vaisnava devotees. please do forgive me,as i have no ability to write proper offerings for you. All Glories To You,Hari bol..
    

  


  
    Khadiravan devi dasi


    
      Dearest Guru Maharaja,

      Please accept my humble obeisances,

      All glories to Srila Prabhupada,

      All glories to your lotus feet.

      

      Lest we forget in the ocean of nescience that is Kali yuga, your true position:

      

      guru kṛṣṇa-rūpa hana śāstrera pramāṇe

      guru-rūpe kṛṣṇa kṛpā karena bhakta-gaṇe

      

      According to the deliberate opinion of all revealed scriptures, the spiritual master is nondifferent from Krishna. Lord Krishna in the form of the spiritual master delivers His devotees.

      Śrī Caitanya-caritāmṛta Ādi-līlā 1.45

      

      Now that the truth of your position is established, I can follow with some dwarf-like attempts to capture a drop of your transcendental glories. Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakur explains in Sri Sri gurv-ashtaka that you are an ocean of auspicious qualities.

      

      Every action you make is an expression of compassion:

      

      tvaṁ naḥ sandarśito dhātrā

      dustaraṁ nistitīrṣatām

      kaliṁ sattva-haraṁ puṁsāṁ

      karṇa-dhāra ivārṇavam

      

      We think that we have met Your Goodness by the will of providence, just so that we may accept you as captain of the ship for those who desire to cross the difficult ocean of Kali, which deteriorates all the good qualities of a human being.

      

      Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam 1.1.22

      

      You are arranging and overseeing the hauling on deck out of Kali’s rough seas more and more rescuees guiding them into blankets and Prasad and shelter.

      Below deck the rescuees recover – you check on them regularly – to see they are progressing, take the time to hear their concerns, doubts, and achievements, encouraging them back up on deck once fit to help in hauling more on board. Is everyone in the right situation, who needs a rest, a retreat, a change, warmer clothing, health care, diet and exercise? You personally arrange that everyone is well cared for.

      Vigilant training of the more seasoned rescuees to make sure they are taking good care of others and themselves and the rescue facilities, on deck or below.

      Regular mammoth kirtans and educational discourses to strengthen morale, hone focus and intelligence. Teaching us the danger of the ocean of material existence and the glories of the home we have forgotten - residence at Krishna’s lotus feet.

      From the captain’s tower you orchestrate – plotting the path towards eternal service to our eternal master Krishna. You mastermind and communicate with all the stations around the deck engaged in pulling up the sodden survivors from the ocean of nescience.

      Leaving no stone unturned in your quest for first class service – researching endlessly new angles by which to attract drowning people on board, learning new languages and skills, even caring for your physical health is so you can remain as fit as possible to master the ship. Risking your life…Is there anything you won’t do?

      When there is bad weather – you have to stay up day and night to make sure the ship stays on course – no one else is experienced enough yet to take that task. Whether it is rescuees who’ve decided to throw themselves back in the sea and fire missiles at the ship from the water, or someone dangling precariously off the edge, experimenting with the ocean spray and attracting a curious crowd of rescuees... or mistakes and disruption on board amongst your student assistants…you watch over it all, “pouring oil on troubled waters”, keeping the ship on track.

      Exhausted often by the burdens of travel and masterminding, caring and guiding – you rest in the shelter of other captains – your Godbrothers and the sweet embrace of your only wealth – Prabhupada’s books and the holy name.

      You tell us you are nourished also by the sincere and selfless assistance of your students.

      

      Limited by physical capacity at the moment my husband and I are working on regaining our health so that we can get solidly on deck as soon as possible to assist you.

      

      I hope for the day that my small life is fully tuned and harmonized with your desires – the kindergarten experiments go on for now, amidst prioritization of my own dovetailed desires, but I long for the sun-like purity of your instructions and a willingness to follow them to dissipate maya’s de-sensitizing fog that blocks me from feeling your desires as my own so that I can be of real help.

      

      Recently you so mercifully gave us the association of your Godsister Dina Sharana mataji to help us and to me she exemplified this purification and ultimately coming to taking up the mission of the spiritual master as her life and soul.

      

      Everything you do is to give us the best.

      I am eternally indebted to you.

      

      Aspiring to be a true disciple, inquiring submissively and rendering service,

      Khadiravan

      

    

  


  
    Khela tirtha dasa


    
      Dear Guru Maharaja

      Please accept my obeisances this most auspicious day of your appearance

      All glories to Srila Prabhupada

      

      Arcaman is performed-

      

      Meditating on offereing you arati Gurudev

      Cleansing both internally and externally is required

      

      

      Conchell is blown-

      

      The sound of your voice booms

      A clarion call for all to hear

      

      Inscence is lit-

      

      All senses are enlivenend in your prescence Gurudev

      

      

      

      Ghee wicks start circling-

      

      The fire of material desire is replaced with the burning desire to serve your lotus feet

      

      

      Water is gently offered-

      

      "Swim in the ocean of bhakti!!!" you proclaim.

      Such a powerful instruction you exibit personally in the true style of a bona fide acarya

      

      

      Cloth flutters about-

      

      Despite spillages or falldowns of your aspirants you allow so many chances to pick themselves up and clean themselves off to continue in devotional service

      

      Flowers at your feet-

      

      These lotus feet ,garlanded with flowers, are the soul meditation for all devotees having difficulty with the mad mind

      and looking to serve the Spiritual master

      

      

      Camara waving-

      

      Although the artistry of this waving camara looks beautiful its action is to keep bugs and flys away.

      Hoping I can be an insignificant servant to assist in this action.

      

      Conchell again resounds-

      

      The real booming instruction comes loud and clear

      "Chant Hare Krsna and give Krsna to others"

      

      Gurudev Please allow this aspiring servant to continue worshipping you in this way

      

      Your insignificant servant

      Khela-tirtha dasa

    

  


  
    Kripa Sindhu Das


    
      Dear Maharaj

      

      Please accept my dandavat Pranams

      All glories to Srila Prabhupad

      

      In intense greed of desiring mercy from you, I'm writing this Vyasa puja offering. Its been more than a year since I left the association of devotees in Melbourne. Life's experiances have been different. Have learnt from experiance and still struggling to remain Krishna conscious.

      

      You have sown seeds of Krishna consciousness in my heart. You nurtured and helped me turn over in my cradle . You held my hand to walk. You prayed for me when at every step I would fall. You were all concerned about my growth.

      

      Just as any son who hardly notices the value of his father/mother, I'm hardly able to perceieve the Gifts you have delivered to me. I want to percieve it and want to be grateful.

      

      You were at joy once when you saw my desire to assist in preaching grow. You really would have liked if I had assisted you in the smallest way that I could in your intense fiery preaching efforts.

      

      I can see that how preaching is a real battle field. Its a serious business. It takes a toll on you from all directions. You are upholding this very strongly and vigouroulsy and going around continuing to serve your dear Guru Deva.

      

      All glories to your "Brave Heart" - War-ing Maya!

      All glories for "Dancing with the wolves"- Dirtying yourself to pick the fallen

      All glories to being a "Devils Advocate" - Helping people realise and grow out of their shell.

      

      On this Vyasa Puja day, I humbly beg you to bless us to grow in Krishna consciousness and be the kind of devotee that you like us to be

      

      Your Servants

      

      Kripa Sindhu Das

      Ayodhya Rani

      & Rasika

      

      

      

      

      

    

  


  
    Krishna Murari devi dasi


    
      Dear Guru Maharaja,

      

      Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories to you on this most auspicious occasion of your appearance.

      

      Guru Maharaja, I remember the first time I saw you, attending an evening Bhagavad-gita class in May 2002, at London’s Radha-Krishna Temple. I’d been practicing Krsna consciousness for a few months and was in need of guidance but unfortunately for me we weren’t to meet personally then.

      

      It was a whole year later in May 2003 that I personally met you, thanks to my friend Sandrananda (then Bhaktin Petra), who was determined that I meet you. I recall how at that time I’d been praying to Sri-Sri Radha Londonishvara to please send me a bonafide spiritual master to take shelter of, someone who could help me and guide me in my spiritual life as up till then no-one had been able to and I’d felt so lost and bewildered about what to do with myself . It is obvious to see that They answered my prayers by sending you.

      

      In that first darshan, like an expert physician treating a sick patient you assessed where I was at and prescribed the appropriate medicine. Basically, you kindly imparted advice to sort my life out. At that time, my faith in you came strongly from seeing the fruits that you bared forth, namely Sandrananda, and also Guruvani and Dina-dayala who had landed in London just a couple weeks before you arrived. I thought if the fruits are good the tree must be good too. And I was amazed to see that just by following those instructions you gave me everything just worked out, it was mystical, the seemingly impossible became possible by your mercy.

      

      From that day I met you my life changed for the better, and change it definitely did. Now October 2010, living on the completely opposite side of the world, married to a good devotee husband, with inspiring grhasta association, mature and caring guidance through the mentor system and unlimited service opportunities, I feel this is all a manifestation of your mercy and compassion. Thank you so much. And so, as you say, to whom much has been given, much is to be expected. I owe you so much.

      

      Guru Maharaja, as your heart always lies in carrying out the mission of Srila Prabhupada, to reach out to others; you encourage others to do the same. And thus you’ve always encouraged me over the years to reach out to others and to help myself so I can help others; unfortunately, I know this order is yet to be fulfilled. It always seems so impossible for me to do this, yet you’re so kind as to give such instructions.

      

      mukam karoti vacalam

      pangum langhayate girim

      yat-krpa tam aham vande

      sri-gurum dina-taranam

      

      “I offer my respectful obeisances unto my spiritual master, the deliver of the fallen souls. His mercy turns the dumb into eloquent speakers and enables the lame to cross mountains.”

      

      Gurudeva, although I may be spiritually lame and dumb, please through your mercy allow me to speak eloquent words that touch others hearts and allow me to cross over the mountain of my false ego so as to reach out to others. Please use me as a puppet in your hands and as an instrument of your compassion. Please allow me to gain deeper faith in your instructions, to carry out those that are yet to be fulfilled and yet again see before my very eyes the impossible become possible through your mercy.

      

      Trying to be a real disciple.

      

      Your servant,

      

      Krishna Murari dd

    

  


  
    Krishna Prema das


    
      Dearest Gurudev,

      

      Please accept my humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet.

      

      Thank you for giving me your shelter by accepting me as your disciple. Thank you also for your kind instructions to read Srimad Bhagavatam. The university curriculum is very overwhelming and if it were not for this reading of Prabhupada's purports, I would have been totally lost.

      

      Thank you, Gurudev.

      

      Your humble servant,

      Krishna Prema das
    

  


  
    Krishna Rupa dd


    
      Dear Guru Maharaja,

      please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada!

      

      Let me congratulate you with your appearance day! This happy day is especially dear to me because it is your appearance completely changed my life, changed for Krishna Consciousness. For me you are the one whose feet are to be hold, that is to follow your instructions and thus come to Krishna. Let me express my happiness because Krishna has mercifully allowed me to meet you, such an exalted devotee! What was my credit to get such mercy?

      Let me thank you for all you have done for me, for the flow of your nectar-like classes. Thank you so much for your instructions, kindness and care! I know that you truly love your disciples and wish good to us. As you say yourself in your class - genuine love means to help to advance in Krishna Consciousness. This is true love! And this love you are generously giving to us. I see a caring father in you who train his children by giving them as much love and care as they need at the moment.

      In your last seminar about Kardama and Devahuti you spoke about the attitude of a guru and disciple. You said a disciple should develop intimate friendship with the mission of his spiritual master and this is what friendship between guru and disciple means.

      Please bless me to understand your mission and actively participate in it.

      Trying to be useful to you,

      your servant, Krishna Rupa dd

    

  


  
    Krishnaloka devi dasi


    
      nama om visnu-padaya

      krishna-presthaya bhu-tale

      srimate devamrita

      swamin iti namine

      

      pracare purva-daksyam ca

      bhaktacara-pravinata

      pararthatapi karunyam

      yasya sarve ca te namah

      

      Dear Srila Gurudeva,

      

      On this auspicious day of your appearance I offer my obeisances at your lotus feet.

      All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

      

      I wish I was able to glorify you with choice words and poetry but Krishna hasn't given me much ability in that area. So please accept this simple offering.

      

      Your heart is so full and vibrant with Krishna consciousness that anyone who comes in contact with it is affected. When you come - it is like the sun has risen. One time at New Varsana just before dusk, I watched you approach the temple car park. Your effulgence was so bright and golden; it was like the sun was rising, not setting. When the sun has risen there can be no darkness. We experience that in your classes - you have a crystal clear vision of maya and so perfectly shed light on her illusory tricks.

      

      I can see the sun of your association appear in your instructions - I am so grateful for them Gurudeva; I am trying to make them a deeper and deeper meditation. In Srimad Bhagavatam 4.24.15 Srila Prabhupada writes "....thus a disciple should always meditate on the order of the spiritual master, and that is perfectional meditation. Not only should he meditate on that order, but he should find out the means by which he can perfectly worship it and execute it". Please let my life be solely for worship of your instructions and please bless me with the intelligence and bhakti heart to execute them - for your pleasure.

      

      You are truly magnanimous; that is the greatness of your character. Just like the sun’s rays are far reaching, you reach out and give much more mercy than one can ever expect. You are very kind, selfless and charitable. You are affectionate in seeing to the interests of your disciples.

      

      One thing that everyone will say about you - is that you are such an enthusiastic devotee. Your enthusiasm is expansive and contagious. When you perform kirtan, the spiritual world opens up and we can't get enough of the holy name.

      

      There is an Indian custom where people touch the feet of a saintly person to get their blessings. In Srimad Bhagavatam 4th canto, Srila Prabhupada writes in a purport "touching the lotus feet of the spiritual master means giving up one's false prestige and unnecessarily puffed up position in the material world" - on this day, with my face pressed to the ground, I offer my obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet.

      

      your servant,

      Krishnaloka devi dasi

    

  


  
    Krsna Prasada das


    
      Dear Gurudeva,

      

      Please accept my humble obeisances.

      All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

      

      This last year has been a year of new realizations and many changes. You had encouraged us for some time to move to Otaki to live more of a simple life. We aimed at this for what seemed a very long time and are now on our way there. Krsna works perfectly with his hand in everything in one way or another, all of a sudden we had sold our house and we were on a plane to the Holy Dhama. An experience not to be missed. Every particle of air saturated with Krsna. Everywhere you look, every sound you hear, not one thing lets you forget Krsna is everywhere.

      Only after hours of leaving the Holy Dhama, returning to the west it was the total opposite. Everywhere you look, everything you hear, everything helps you to forget Krsna is everywhere.

      

      Thankyou Gurudeva for allowing me to enter the Holy Dhama and taste an experience that is literally out of this world. I actually may of had a glimpse into the Spiritual World. If only we could stay at that level of consciousness always.

      

      Thank you for the opportunity to move onto New Gupta Vraja, the hustle and bustle of the city has definitely come to an end. I can now chant my rounds in one go and take my breakfast sitting down. The service opportunities are endless and the quality of life has increased ten fold.

      

      I am beginning to see that just by trying to serve the Spiritual Master, Krsna makes all opportunities available and times everything perfectly.

      I am hoping that one day I will be able to try and serve you properly and actually do what you desire. Please let me have some part to play in serving you and your mission in serving Srila Prabhupada.

      

      Your trying servant of the servant,

      Krsna Prasada das.
    

  


  
    Krsnamrta das & Rasamrta devi dasi


    
      nama om vishnu padaya

      Krishna prasthaya bhutale

      srimate Devamrita swamin

      iti namine

      

      pracare purva-daksyam ca

      bhaktacara-pravinta

      pararthatapi karunyam

      yasya sarve ca te namah

      

      Dear Guru maharaj

      Please accept our humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet

      All glories to you and your service

      All Glories to Prabhupada.

      

      

      On the most auspicious occasion of your appearance day, we pray that your open hearted affection and good will, which you are always spreading around you, may nourish us and guide us through the process of devotion.

      

      Gurudev, please give to these servants of yours just one drop of mercy.

      One of your special qualities is that you are always compassionate with the fallen souls like us who are always in desperate need of your mercy.

      

      For the spiritual upliftment of poor souls like us you are continuously traveling throughout the world.

      

      You are giving priceless, diamond-like pure love for the supreme beauty- Lord Krishna, so that we don’t suffer in this material world. We only wish that we are able to receive it with all of our hearts and carry that gift with care throughout our lives.

      

      You have shown us a way in this material world. You have given us hope, and you have given us strength.

      

      We pray that one day we will be able to please you in some way for we are so unqualified.

      

      Trying to be your servants,

      Krsnamrta das & Rasamrta devi dasi

      

    

  


  
    Kundalata devi dasi


    
      Dear Guru Maharaja,

      

      Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet.

      All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

      

      Again a year has passed, so quickly. I realise now that in the past year I haven’t taken enough time to reflect on our relationship. I should have taken more time to try to deepen my relationship with you and follow your instructions more accurately. I have definitely failed there.

      

      You, on the other hand, keep supporting and encouraging me, no matter what my attitude is. At the moment I am going through a tough time, but knowing that you support me for the full 100%, I can keep going. Sometimes I feel like running away, back to my home country, where in a way my life would be easier. But how can I let my spiritual father down, the one who no matter what keeps full faith in me and gives me the support I so desperately need, year after year?

      

      I should not run away. No, I should follow in your footsteps and fight, fight to become Krishna conscious, even if the world sometimes seems intolerant and inunderstanding. You have shown me how to fight for Krishna, and to repay my debt to you I will also fight. With your support and love I can do it.

      

      Thank you Guru Maharaja. Thank you for caring about me no matter what. Thank you for your continuous support and encouragement, so I can be fully engaged and happy in Krishna consciousness. Thank you for fighting for me, even at the risk of being criticised yourself. Thank you for being such an amazing spiritual father.

      

      Your servant,

      Kundalata devi dasi

    

  


  
    Lalit Gahalyan


    
      Dear Guru Maharaj

      Please accept my humble obeisances

      All glories to Srila Prabhupada

      All glories to you Gurudeva on the auspicious day of your appearance

      

      Saksad – dharitvena samasta – sastrair

      uktas tatha bhavyata eva sadbhih

      kintu prabhor yah priya eva tasya

      vande guroh sri – caranarvindham

      “In the revealed scriptures it is declared that the spiritual master should be worshipped like the Supreme Personality of Godhead, and this injunction is obeyed by pure devotees of the Lord. The spiritual master is the most confidential servant of the Lord. Thus let us offer our respectful obeisances unto the lotus feet of our spiritual master.”

      Gurudev, you appeared in the house of a devoted mother as her eldest son. She always prayed to the God to send her a servant of God. Imagine how Lord fulfilled her desire when she saw you attracted to Holy books since birth and now you are distributing love of the supreme personality of Godhead “Krsna” incessantly throughout the world.

      Gurudev, you are an ocean of compassion and you shower your mercy like rain in giving Krsna consciousness without discrimination. You make it easy for conditioned souls to take up Krsna consciousness through non – traditional settings. As a result of this kind of preaching we see number of Krsna centres established under your expertise like the Loft and Gaura – Yoga .

      Many different activities are done at such centres to help people take up Krsna consciousness and then expert guidance is provided to help them grow in it. Few times in a year they also have the fortune to hear Bhagavad katha from you at these centres. To develop their spiritual muscles they are offered Krsna Prasad which is injected with love of Godhead. Imagine how fortunate are those who associate with the devotees especially the brahmanas there and get spiritual knowledge from them. As a result of this hearing, association and taking Krsna Prasad many guests become sincere devotees and take up Krsna consciousness seriously. This gives you the real pleasure and also to the devotees.

      

      Gurudev to develop intelligence in the society many brahmachari and brahmacharini ashrams are established by your efforts. Many devotees are trained in these ashramas to distribute Krsna consciousness and spread the sankirtana movement of Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu. This is all being done under your guidance and supervision at the tough times in Kali – yuga, the age of machines. Getting your mercy and potency these trained brhamacharis and brahmacharinis become so powerful and effulgent and attract conditioned souls to serve you and Krsna through you. This is your expertise in spreading the mercy of Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu and make dreams of Srila Prabhupada come true.

      

      Your mercy is also flowing in the form of liquid spiritual consciousness these days in the form of milk from the protected cows. It could not have happened without your blessings Gurudev, now we have protected cows. It is a long awaited desire which comes true as a blessing to all the devotees and others.

      Go brahmanaya hitaya ca

      Brahamanas and cows are very dear to Lord Krsna. You have now made it possible to have intelligent class of Brahmanas and protected cows both. What a big fortune it is to everyone living near and getting opportunity to serve them.

      

      Gurudev your discourses on Bhagaad Gita and Srimad Bhagavatam are nectar for all and especially the devotees enjoy it to their full satisfaction. Hearing from a true Mahabhagavata like you is a blessing and you deliver them with so much love that everyone is left mesmerized. It works like magic on ears of the audience and they are so much attracted to you then. Hearing pastimes of the Lord from you is like seeing them happening there.

      Gurudev the only sounds that are heard from you are Krsna katha, the pastimes of the Supreme Lord. Your appearance in this world is to deliver the conditioned souls and teach them the love of Godhead. Everyone says your kirtans are ecstatic and all feel out of the world when they get to hear them. They show us glimpses of the spiritual pleasure in devotional service.

      Your tolerance is incredible and your dealings are expert. It is very clear from your immense experience and your travels around the world preaching Krsna consciousness. Every place you visit there are devotees queuing up to have your darshan. You provide them with best guidance and they become so happy. All their difficulties run away when they have the fortune to see you.

      Gurudev, sradha mulya—for the price of one's faith, you give, suddha-nam—the pure, original form of the Holy Name; like Lord Nityananda sold it in wholesale. As a bonus to this you also give the Vedic technology of Guru parampara i.e. disciplic succession free of cost. This is recommended by Krsna himself and it is the evidence of a genuine representative of the Supreme Lord.

      

      We have seen you enjoying mellows of devotional service when you sing Krsna kirtans for charging the consciousness of devotees. Every year retreat festivals are organized under your guidance for the devotees to build up their spiritual muscles. In the last year retreat at Otaki you were saying in the kirtan “chant, chant everyone, chant with your heart”. You were exclusively giving the real taste of spiritual world through these kirtans. This is how you give special guidance and care to the devotees like a father gives to his children. In these retreats you give more detailed knowledge and share some excusive secrets of bhakti.

      Gurudev your heart is full of mercy for the devotees. You allow us to have personal association with you and have your darshan. It just leaves me amazed how is it possible to get so much care and attention from a Mahabhagavata representative of the Supreme Lord. It is incredible with the speed you reply to our emails as if we are very special. Like the Lord protects all the devotees in the similar manner you show us special care in this manner.

      

      I am amazed to think how you take time from your busy schedules to see and write to all the devotees around the globe. This shows your high standard of organization and skillful management which can not be compared with. Forgetting all the pains of your body, you incessantly bestow mercy on us. It is also an evidence of spiritual nature of your body. Your body always appears youthful to us.

      

      In your lectures once you asked a guest why you want to take up devotional service slowly and slowly. When it comes to enjoyment you want it instantly but when its bhakti you say slowly and slowly, why not fast and you had a good laugh then. Everyone liked it and burst into laughter. This is how you teach us in simple ways the only significant thing to do is practice devotional service and everything else is secondary. It is never limited to time, place and age etc. You make us taste different rasas in devotional service through all these exchanges and also many get attracted to you.

      Everytime I get an email from you it is written please accept my bleassings, Your well wisher………………

      

      Gurudev for sure you are the best well wisher in this creation for all the devotees. Your heart is pure and all your desires and blessings are also pure. The irony of the situation is that only my intelligence, heart and desires are affected by material nature. But the Vedic scriptures say only by the blessings of the spiritual master one can be elevated and purified to understand transcendental knowledge. Therefore only by accepting your blessings I can be purified and it is my fortune to be blessed by you. By your blessings one day I would understand you are the best well wisher for me eternally and will also be able to accept your blessings suitably.

      

      Again and again I offer obeisances to you in great humility from my heart. I hope by your mercy I can be your eternal servant.

      

      Your aspiring servant

      Lalit

    

  


  
    Madhava Seva Das


    
      Dear Guru Maharaj,

      

      Please accept my humble obeisances.

      All Glories to His Divine Grace Srila Prabhupada.

      All Glories to your Divine Services.

      All Glories to your Divine Appearance.

      

      Gurudev, by your mercy I have been blessed with the seed of devotion which you have so expertly planted in my heart. I am eternally indebted to you for establishing me in Krsna sambandh - relationship with Krsna. I am without words when it comes to describe the Divine Glories of the name, form and pastimes of the Supreme Lord and His pure devotees. It is amazing, yet not surprising to see the Lords presence in this strong age of Kali through His representative - the Guru. Your presence is proof that Krsna is right here and He cares for us so much.

      

      Thank you for your guidance throughout this year and hope to gain more of your association and receive deeper instructions to dive deep into the Nectar of Devotion. I am looking forward to further enlightenment and engagement in Krsna's service in the future. I hope you will be pleased by my endeavors and will continue to guide and steer me towards Krsna.

      

      All glories to your Divine Appearance.

      

      Your Servant,

      

      Madhava Seva Das

    

  


  
    Madhu-puri devi dasi


    
      Dear Guru Maharaja,

      

      Please accept my humble obeisances.

      All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

      All glories to you on the wonderful celebration day of your appearance.

      

      You have always been very merciful to me, since my very beginning in Krishna Consciousness. Even when we first met, you just wanted what was best for me. You often allowed me to come and talk with you, tolerating my tears and patiently wearing down my stubborn belief in what I thought was spiritual.

      

      It must have taken a lot of thought and effort for you to help me be rid of those confusing impersonal conceptions, but sadly I took your efforts for granted because for me it seemed to happen so easily. One day I simply read an email you sent me and, finally, I understood your words that without knowledge of Krishna, or the Personality of Godhead, a particular path cannot be considered spiritual. So I just continued on in the ashram more peacefully than before, and didn’t even recognise what you had done for me in imparting such important knowledge. But if you had not sacrificed so much of your time, words, thoughts and energy into trying to get me to understand, I may well have continued being lost in false spirituality and hellish sense gratification. Thank you so much for saving me from that confusion Srila Gurudeva.

      

      Your vivid descriptions of the realities of material life are so memorable. Your words, heavy with realisation and compassion, are always in line with Srila Prabhupada’s teachings. They really prepare one’s intelligence for battling maya and have stopped me doing some stupid things. I particularly remember one analogy where you likened an unchaste lady to an old newspaper, being picked up and thrown away by one person after another. You were revealing the material truth and at the same time giving an alternative – what a relief. It’s like that in all situations, your lotus feet are the only solid comfort and blissful alternative to material life, because you are our connection to Krishna. And because you are staying in the heart of your disciple, we always have the choice of turning to you there and to your instructions. I’m sorry I have been making the wrong choices a lot lately.

      

      Although, as your disciple, my spiritual practice is not the greatest of testimonies to your glories, you have so many wonderful disciples who show that by following you one can advance in spiritual qualities and become powerful in distributing Krishna Consciousness. This is seen in your disciples who can do so much service by starting up and managing these yoga centre “businesses”, sometimes with little previous experience. Your disciples are empowered to help devotees focus and increase in their spiritual life; they are helping so many new people come to Krishna Consciousness, and distributing many transcendental books.

      

      Like Srila Prabhupada and Lord Caitanya Himself, you are willing to give your mercy to anyone, in some form. You are an expert physician in administering Krishna conscious medicine to each individual appropriately, and you are unbelievably tolerant of the mad patients who sometimes dismiss your kindness and refuse your medicine. I’m sorry you have to tolerate me, but I thank you deeply for so selflessly doing so.

      

      But you know! I don’t just want to be a disciple who you have to tolerate wasting your time with the same old things, even causing you pain. I want to be a source of pleasure for you and be solidly absorbed in humble selfless service. You gave me this mission over a year ago but I ignorantly dropped it, dismissing it as impossible. But if I can start controlling my mind then of course, whatever instruction you give is possible to achieve. As a vyasa puja offering to you, with your blessings, I’d like to try and pick up this mission again, and somehow! hold onto it, one day at a time. Hare Krishna.

      

      On this auspicious day of your appearance, Srila Gurudeva, I wish to beg for your mercy so that I can fulfil your orders for me.

      Then, maybe I can do something more useful.

      

      

      Your servant and daughter,

      Madhu-puri devi dasi

    

  


  
    Madhurananda das


    
      Dear Srila Gurudev

      

      Om ajnana-timirandhasya jnananjana-salakaya

      Caksur unmilitam yena tasmai sri-gurave namah

      

      Namo om visnu padaya krsna prestaya bhutale srimate Devamrita swamin iti namine

      

      Pracare purva-daksyam ca bhaktacara-pravinta pararthatapi karunyam yasya sarve ca te nama

      

      On this auspicious day of your Vyasa Puja, I want to thank you for the time you have spent with us and the gifts of your knowledge and example.

      

      In a conversation in 1973, Srila Prabhupada said “So our Krishna consciousness movement is to stop death, live eternally with Krishna, go back to home, back to Godhead. This is our movement. So our guru gives us this opportunity, no more death.” I felt overwhelmingly safe and sheltered in your presence, as if all my problems had disappeared. Your every action and word echoes Srila Prabhupada’s divine message with increasing clarity. I will always be thankful for your constant support and strength, even though I do not deserve this.

      

      I have been meditating on your instructions of book distribution and hope my small attempts have pleased you. It is both scary and exhilarating to see how people react to Srila Prabhupada’s books. By your mercy, our monthly book distribution programs have been steadily increasing.

      

      Your new book, Bhakti-Bhava, was amazing to read. You have expertly taken such an elevated and deep subject and made it practical to understand. I will always be amazed at how expertly you are able to preach to such a range of people and unlock the most confidential of knowledge.

      

      Over you last visit in the UK, you have been an expert preacher, teacher and father to us all. I pray that in some small way we can continue to attract you to the UK more often.

      

      Thank you for picking me up when I fall; please forgive me for being an inadequate son.

      

      I pray that I can be of some use to you.

      

      Your Servant

      Madhurananda das

    

  


  
    Madhuryadham Devi Dasi


    
      Dear Gurumaharaj

      Please accept my humble obeisance.

      All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

      

      Today on the occasion of your vyas puja I pray to Lord Krishna for your good health. I really don’t have any qualification to write any offering but you are so merciful that you’re allowing this useless soul; please forgive all my offenses in this attempt.

      

      I still remember when you told me to get initiated and I started crying and I said I’m not ready for this big responsibility. You were so heavy on me you crushed my fear with you kind words when you said – “you are following process and regulative principles then why not join to the prampara going back to Krishna”. All of a sudden things looked differently and very easy to me. There was no fear in me but only faith on your words. I was scared just like a tiny bird but you gave me strength to take initiation. I also remember you said initiation is not the end but it is just the beginning. I didn’t realize the depth of this sentence at that time but as time has passed I’m trying to understand the depth of it as I’m growing in the process of bhakti yoga.

      

      There was one more time when you came to my dream and I was paying obeisance to your lotus feet and then you put your feet over my head and I felt it was so heavy that I could not bear that pain any more and suddenly some thing started coming out from my head. When I mention about this dream to you in the dream you said “look all the sinful thing are coming out from you. There is no doubt that you’ve taken away all sins from my previous lifes - you’re very merciful and so kind to this useless soul.

      

      On this occasion please give me blessing to chant the holy name attentively and read Srila Prabhupad book sincerely.

      

      Your aspiring servant,

      Madhuryadham Devi Dasi

    

  


  
    Mahanila das


    
      Dear Gurudeva,

      Please accept my humble obiesances,

      All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

      

      You see potential in me that I dont even see. A lot of my friends have left but somehow or another I'm still here & I know thats your mercy because I dont have the strength to go on without you.

      Over the years a lot of people have said to me "Mahanila, I'm surprised someone like you has become a devotee"; and thats a fair call because I dont understad myself whats keeping me here; actually I do, it's you.

      I realised along time ago that me taking to Krsna consciousness had nothing to do with my sincerity, but rather it was due to your compassion.

      See, I dont have any 'glories', but you do. Your glories are that you can take someone who has no glories and make them glorious, I'm speaking about your disciples.

      If you can judge a tree by it's fruit, then your potency is clearly displayed when I see the sincerity & devotion of your disciples. Their association always has me feeling like the black sheep of the community. But somehow or another I'm still here; I put that down to you Gurudeva.

      I know I'm talking about myself a lot but I just trying to make it really clear that the only reason someone like me is even here is due to your compassion; and I certainly can't go on without you.

      Your always there to help me when I'm struggling, your always there to pull me out no matter how deep I sink. It's like, no matter how low I fall, your still there to catch me, regardless. That feeling you get when you know someone is always there for you, unconditionally, it makes you want to devote your whole life to them. Thats what I'm trying to do Gurudeva, but I'm sorry I'm not doing a very good job.

      Please don't ever leave me Gurudeva, your the only good thing I've got going for me.

      

      Your servant,

      Mahanila Das
    

  


  
    Mahavan das


    
      Dear Gurudeva,

      

      Please accept my humble obeisances.

      All glories to Srila Prabhupada and to your merciful lotus feet.

      

      In spite of the disastrous economic, ecological and psycho-physical condition of the world and it’s human population at the present time, we can observe that most people today still have faith in one solace; whether in the developed or developing world, whether so-called religious or secular, whether rich or poor, mainstream or alternative, the vast majority - due to a lack of genuine spiritual education and culture - are bewildered by and frantically clambering after the ingenious products of modern science and technology in the form of bodily comforts and conveniences. Srila Prabhupada, while displaying complete expertise in using everything – including modern technology – in Krishna’s service, was well aware of the implications and havoc that the materialistic scientific paradigm could inflict upon the real mission of human life.

      

      “The whole world of science and technology is running on the false idea that life is born from matter. We cannot allow this nonsensical theory to go unchallenged. Life does not come from matter. Matter is generated from life. This is not theory; it is fact. Science is based on an incorrect theory; therefore all its calculations and conclusions are wrong, and people are suffering because of this. When all these mistaken modern scientific theories are corrected, people will become happy. So we must challenge the scientists and defeat them. Otherwise they will mislead the entire society.”

      

      Srila Prabhupada, morning walk, April 1973

      

      Following perfectly in Srila Prabhupada’s footsteps, you also, according to time, place and circumstance, eloquently and authoritatively explain to both learned and layman alike the limitations and contradictions of modern science and technology and completely redefine “comfort and convenience.” You also boldly show through your life and teachings that real science is bhakti yoga – the science of pure devotion – and real technology is called parampara, or submissive hearing through disciplic succession.

      

      Sanjaya said: Thus have I heard the conversation of two great souls, Krsna and Arjuna. And so wonderful is that message that my hair is standing on end. By the mercy of Vyasa, I have heard these most confidential talks directly from the master of all mysticism, Krsna, who was speaking personally to Arjuna.

      

      Bhagavad gita 18.74-75

      

      Srila Prabhupada elaborates on the dynamics of spiritual science in his purport:

      

      “Vyasa was the spiritual master of Sanjaya, and Sanjaya admits that it was by Vyasa's mercy that he could understand the Supreme Personality of Godhead. This means that one has to understand Krsna not directly but through the medium of the spiritual master. The spiritual master is the transparent medium, although it is true that the experience is still direct. This is the mystery of the disciplic succession.”

      

      Bhagavad gita 18.75 purport

      

      Mysterious indeed for the mundaner, but to realized spiritual professors like yourself, there is no mystery at all to this Vedic methodology – God is personal, His devotees are personal, and the spiritual science of their relationship, and the transcendental technology with which to realize it is also supremely personal.

      

      “…By the grace of Vyasa, Sanjaya’s senses were purified, and he could see and hear Krsna directly…as Arjuna was fortunate enough to understand Krsna directly, so, by the grace of Vyasa, Sañjaya was also able to hear Krsna directly. Actually there is no difference between hearing directly from Krsna and hearing directly from Krsna via a bona fide spiritual master like Vyasa.”

      

      Bhagavad gita 18.75 purport

      

      “How could this be possible?” the rational modern brain demands. To find the source of all energies with no PhD, no test tubes, no telescopes, no microscopes, no Internet, not even a cell phone? How could one directly see the cause of all causes by hearing from another apparently limited entity? The spiritual science is certainly inconceivable for one puffed up with empirical training, and therefore most so-called intelligentsia nowadays relegate bhakti-yoga to mere mythology, or, for the more generous, “helpful myth.” However, we are not gathered here today to worship and re-dedicate our hearts and minds to a representative of mythology, no matter how “helpful.” We are here today to honour you – our transcendental professor - as Krishna’s representative, or one who “again makes Krishna present.”

      

      “The spiritual master is the representative of Vyasadeva also. Therefore, according to the Vedic system, on the birthday of the spiritual master the disciples conduct the ceremony called Vyasa-puja.”

      

      Bhagavad gita 18.75 purport

      

      This is our mission today – to glorify you for your dedication to the spiritual science of bhakti-yoga, and to express our gratitude for your painstaking efforts to “keep us in the lab,” and performing our bhakti experiments in such a way that we get the desired result.

      

      O King, as I repeatedly recall this wondrous and holy dialogue between Krsna and Arjuna, I take pleasure, being thrilled at every moment. O King, as I remember the wonderful form of Lord Krsna, I am struck with wonder more and more, and I rejoice again and again.

      

      Bhagavad gita 18.76-77

      

      Could any mundane scientist or technologist of the so-called modern era claim to have had this experience after hearing from his professor and performing his experiments? No, certainly not.

      

      “First thing is to understand that ‘I am not this material body.’ Therefore, spiritual education begins from this…As Krishna says in the Bhagavad-gita, dehino 'smin yatha dehe [Bg. 2.13]. Asmin dehe, in this body there is the spiritual spark who is the proprietor of the body. This is the beginning of spiritual education. What the scientists cannot imagine, or they have no idea of, from there we begin our education in spiritual life, beyond their jurisdiction, beyond the jurisdiction of the scientists. And how they can understand this movement? It is beyond their jurisdiction. When they will receive one hundred or one thousand Nobel Prizes, at that time they may be able to understand where the Krsna consciousness movement begins. They do not know even where the Krsna consciousness movement begins. Therefore, generally people cannot understand what is this Krsna consciousness movement. They think it is some religious sentiment. Like so many other religions, it is not like that. No. It is the most scientific movement, purifying the existence of the living being so that he can eternally, blissfully live, with complete knowledge.”

      

      Srila Prabhupada, Srimad Bhagavatam class, May 1973 (slightly edited)

      

      And while perhaps endowed with many laudable academic opulences, how many mundane professors can boast of your personal qualities?

      

      O King, a saintly person is just like water because he is free from all contamination, gentle by nature, and by speaking creates a beautiful vibration like that of flowing water. Just by seeing, touching or hearing such a saintly person, the living entity is purified, just as one is cleansed by contact with pure water. Thus a saintly person, just like a holy place, purifies all those who contact him because he always chants the glories of the Lord.

      

      Srimad Bhagavatam 11.7.44

      

      And unlike your materialistic counterparts, you manifest your greatness not by attempts to ridicule your juniors or compete with your contemporaries, but rather in a perfect mood of selfless service - for the eternal benefit of those who are sincerely desiring - by simply repeating the spiritual science as you have heard and experienced it through parampara, in order to lead your followers back to Godhead.

      

      A saintly person, just like fire, sometimes appears in a concealed form and at other times reveals himself. For the welfare of the conditioned souls who desire real happiness, a saintly person may accept the worshipable position of spiritual master, and thus like fire he burns to ashes all the past and future sinful reactions of his worshipers by mercifully accepting their offerings.

      

      Srimad Bhagavatam 11.7.46

      

      Following in Srila Prabhupada’s footsteps you’ve always said, “Krishna consciousness is not a religious belief, it’s a process - a spiritual science and technology – that is the salient preaching point.” My prayer today is that you mercifully accept this offering and burn to ashes my sentimental conception of bhakti-yoga, thus helping me to approach you, and therefore Lord Krishna, in a more spiritually scientific way.

      

      Aspiring to be your faithful son,

      Mahavan das

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

    

  


  
    Maheshvas, Chandrakala and Swethaa


    
      Hare Krishna Maharaj,

      

      Please accept our humble obeisances.

      All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

      All glories to you to your Vyasapuja.

      

      Thank you for getting us into Krishna consciousness through one of your disciples at New Dwaraka in Los Angeles, which has changed our lives completely.

      

      Your servants,

      Maheshvas, Chandrakala and Swethaa.

    

  


  
    Manada devi dasi


    
      My dear spiritual father,

      Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet, on this most special day of your appearance.

      All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

      

      This year, during yet another round of my personal dramas …you were there—chanting and dancing ecstatically in kirtana, and you were urging everyone to “Dance!” and to “Chant!” and you said that this is what we do, as devotees, we chant and dance. So I caught a little of this energy from you; this enthusiasm to put my heart into chanting and dancing in the kirtana, and for the first time in a long time, the heaviness in my heart abated, and I could hear the holy name differently, in a cleaner sort of way. When I revealed this to a friend, a very devoted disciple of yours, she gave me this verse to read:

      (SB 1.7.22) Arjuna said: "O my Lord Sri Krishna, You are the almighty Personality of Godhead. There is no limit to Your different energies. Therefore only You are competent to instill fearlessness in the hearts of Your devotees. Everyone in the flames of material miseries can find the path of liberation in You only."

      Srila Prabhupada explains in the purport: "The spiritual master is the mercy representative of the Lord. Therefore, a person burning in the flames of material existence may receive the rains of mercy of the Lord through the transparent medium of the self-realized spiritual master. The spiritual master, by his words, can penetrate into the heart of the suffering person and inject knowledge transcendental, which alone can extinguish the fire of material existence."

      

      While I don’t have the spiritual maturity to fully respond to the depth of these statements, I can only say that as the mercy representative of the Lord, you kept me on track, particularly during this really difficult time in my life this year, encouraging me to deal with my problems in a Krsna conscious way despite a drastic change in my material circumstances. When the material world folds around us and everything we know and love disintegrates, what remains are the words of our spiritual master—your words, which eternally penetrate my heart, and the sound of your voice in kirtana chanting so purely, lifts me out of the fearful realm of non-existence, and reminds me that there’s Krsna’s service to do; I’m ever grateful to you, (and to those sincere souls who follow closely in your devotional footsteps,) for constantly trying to realign my consciousness with transcendental knowledge; thank you for spending your precious time on me, who have not yet met up to your expectations in even the smallest way.

      

      Thank you for your patience--you’ve been waiting for a very long time for me to listen to you, (and since you know my past, present and future, lately I’ve quite often been hearing you say, “Didn’t I tell you?”) and to mature and be of some assistance to your mission. Thank you for always taking the opportunity to show your appreciation for the very tiny amount of service that I do.

      

      I’m so unable to glorify you to the full extent you deserve; this is somewhat due to my lack of ability to fully comprehend the enormous contribution you make in your preaching all over the world and particularly with your focus on our spiritual community here in New Zealand. At the Loft and Gaura Yoga Centres, each year we see more and more kali-yuga refugees rejecting the cold emptiness of material existence and accepting the warmth of devotional service so compassionately offered to them. We are grateful for the uniquely special personal care that you give us all. We are fortunate that you give us spiritual guidance with a practical edge so that each of us can apply Krsna consciousness in our lives and according to our circumstances in order to make spiritual advancement.

      On this auspicious and wonderful day of your appearance, I pray to be able to please you significantly, despite my many shortcomings.

      

      Your spiritual daughter and aspiring servant,

      Manada devi dasi.

      

      

    

  


  
    Manesha Fowdur


    
      Dear Gurudev,

      Please accept my humble obeissances at the dust of Your Lotus Feet

      Jai Srila Prabhupada!

      All glories to the auspiscious day of Your Vyasa Puja!

      

      As days pass, night is replaced by day, day by night, Krishna sends me all kinds of tests, things that we cannot expect of appear on the way. In all these moments, I always feel Your prayers, Your mercy.

      I know, that I am so fallen, and not qualified to be Your disciple. I pray to Radharani, to Nityananda Prabhu, to always cling to Your Lotus Feet, never leave Your Lotus Feet, to become worth called, Your disciple, to be able to fulfill the mission of Srila Prabhupada, of Gauranga.

      With the arrangements of Our Lord and Your prayers, I am surrounded by wonderful devotees.

      

      Thank You Gurudev for everything. I pray that I can serve You in a better way.

      

      Your insignificant servant,

      Manesha, from Mauritius.
    

  


  
    Mangal Aarti Devi Dasi


    
      Dearest Guru Maharaj

      

      Please accept my humble obeisances

      

      All glories to Srila Prabhupada

      

      All glories to your most auspicious appearance day

      

      Dear Guru Maharaj, by your grace I still remember the first time I had the rare fortune of having your darshan at the Melbourne temple. Guru Maharaj asked me “Have you ever thought that you are meant for something special”. Until that moment I never thought something special was possible in my life but Gurudev’s instruction that day to ‘chant 1 round and just increase my chanting by 1 round each week’ changed my life. Dearest Guru Maharaj, since then, each day has been extremely special and it is only because I have the great fortune of being in the divine shelter of your lotus feet.

      

      In a lecture titled ‘Need for truly great persons – BG 3.21’ Gurudev said “Krishna Consciousness is an opportunity for all of you to become truly great. Simply we have to change our vision, change our thinking and change our hearts. Then the dormant greatness in you will be ignited.” Here in Toronto we have had the great fortune to watch Guru Maharaj freely distribute this greatness package to hundreds of people over the past few years and see how small buds of Krishna consciousness are sprouting in people’s heart. Thank you Guru Maharaj for allowing me to witness this miracle of spreading Srila Prabhupada’s movement and giving so many others a chance to practice Krishna consciousness.

      

      Few years ago, when I was overwhelmed with thoughts of difficulties Gurudev said ‘there are no material impediments in devotional service’. Later I found the same in Nectar of devotion Chapter 5: ‘Devotional service is executed without any hope for gain, and it cannot be checked by any material circumstances.’ I did not understand how that was possible, but I have only one realization in life that as long as I follow your instructions, as it is, everything is possible. ‘For spiritual achievement the easiest path is to take shelter of a bona fide spiritual master and to serve him with heart and soul. That is the secret of success.’ SB 3.23.7

      

      In Gurudev’s shelter my every prayer and dream is fulfilled. As a child I used to dream about magic and wonderland and wanted to have a ‘real adventure’. The magical inspiration for Sankirtan that you very expertly filled in our hearts made even that childhood dream a reality. Each person I meet brings with them an adventure story of their journey leading up to the final treasure ‘Srila Prabhupada’s books’. Dearest Guru Maharaj, your instructions give me eyes so I can see properly that this world is full of friends and devotees just waiting to be found and by your mercy I can be a tiny part of this great treasure hunt : ‘We have our eyes, but without the light of the sun our eyes are of no value. Similarly, without the light of the Supreme Lord, or without the divine grace of the spiritual master, one cannot see things as they are.’ Purport to SB 3.25.9

      

      I am not a leader or a manager or an inspiration for anyone. Somehow or other you have given me this service at Urbanedgeyoga despite of all my disqualifications. Due to your mercy somehow devotees tolerate me and let me do this service despite my flaws.

      

      Earlier this year Guru Maharaj answered my life’s prayers by very mercifully granting me a lifetime goal. Gurudev asked me to ‘just chant, read, preach and distribute Krishna consciousnesses.’Thank you Guru Maharaj for granting me this beautiful service as it is more than I could have ever prayed for. I humbly beg Guru Maharaj to allow me to make this instruction, my life and soul and follow it eternally.

      

      ‘To honor the spiritual master means to carry out his instructions word for word.’ SB 3.24.12

      

      Gurudev in a lecture you said‘Faith in Krishna means faith in devotional service’. You also said Bhakti means action, it is dynamic. So please let this insignificant soul be always engaged in the active devotional service at your lotus feet.

      

      ‘The neophyte devotee must act and work very laboriously under the direction of the spiritual master, and he must thus preach the cult of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.’CC. Madhya-lila 11.176

      

      Your humble servant

      

      Mangal-arti devi dasi

    

  


  
    Manimanjari devi dasi


    
      Hare Krsna

      Dear Gurumaharaja,

      

      Please Accept My Humble Obeisances

      All Glories to Srila Prabhupada

      

      The song, Poor Wayfaring Stranger, Has always felt like a prominent song in the sound track of my life. As a young child in the 80's part of our farm school curriculum included folk singing. My 7 year old heart burst ballads of the whisky drinken hobos, Guthrie songs of the down trodden migrant workers and the hardships of railway men. But the melody and lyrics to this simple song vibrated deeper than all the rest. It seemed to speak to different parts of my life at different times. I remember wishing as a teenager that, “if only Matalica took up the melody and put in a sizeable guitar solo from Slash (prabhuji) that my life might be do-able”. Needless to say they never got the memo and I managed to survive teen hood. I still occasionally sing this song in my alone times.

      

      When I went to sit down to write this homage the song again came to me. But I notice that I no longer identified with it in the same way. That I am the stranger, but it is not a stranger to God. I am really a stranger to this world.... or at least I hope to feel more like such a stranger some day.. Thus I set about writing a version that might capture what my heart feels now. Here it is; sorry for not having it to music, but it is what it is.

      

      I felt I was that forlorn Stranger

      A drifting alone not known by God

      But before despair had grown to anger

      You showed me the path that I might trod

      

      How can I so far from virtue

      So hard shell covered, with rot inside

      Find ligeance with real saints of truth

      And walk with them, this path sublime

      

      It’s as if you’ve raised my chin up

      Tho my fingers grip mud below

      You show me He who will never give up

      And the radiant heights that I might go

      

      You let me know that I can do this

      That with Lord Krsna my life makes sense

      Just stick close to His dear servants

      And feel the flood of love immense

      

      So deep so wide so strong in caring

      Your concern it knows no bounds

      You’ll guide one so unrelenting

      And lift the lost to higher grounds

      

      I know dark clouds may gather round me

      I know my way is rough and steep

      But beauteous fields lie just beyond me

      where souls are redeemed their vigils keep

      

      I am no more a way fairing stranger

      A traveling through this world of woe

      I can chant this Hare Krsna

      And start my walk with you back home

      

      Hare Krsna Hare Krsna

      Krsna Krsna Hare Hare

      Hare Rama Hare Rama

      Rama Rama Hare Hare

      

      

      I hope I am someday able to fulfill what you would wish for me.

      With all my love and gratitude

      Your Servant

      Manimanjari dd
    

  


  
    Manoj Churiwala


    
      Nama Om Vishnu padaya

      Krsna-presthaya Bhutale

      Srimate Devamrta Swami

      Iti namine

      

      I offer my respectful obeisances to Srimate Devamrta Swami who is very dear to Lord Krsna on this earth, having taken shelter at His lotus feet.

      

      Pracare purva-daksyam ca

      Bhaktacara-pravinata

      Pararthatapi karunyam

      Yasya sarve ca te namah

      

      Obeisances to you who have all the qualities of unique skill in preaching, competence in Vaisnava dealings, selflessness and compassion.

      

      Dear Gurudeva. A Very Happy Birthday to you. Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories to you.

      

      Once in a seminar, here in Melbourne, you told that because you travel so much, when wake up, you have think twice that in which country you are. It is really amazing that how you can travel so much without getting affected by time, as if you live in a single time zone; it is like living in Spiritual world where time does not take effect. Following Srila Prabhupada, you are spreading the seeds of Nectar of Devotion as you fly all over this material ocean.

      

      On this big day, we all fill the day by remembering you and your glorious feats on devotional front. This year, when I read the book, Salted Bread, I was meditating on how you would have tirelessly and fearlessly worked in the communist countries, risking your life to please Srila Prabhupada and expanding Krishna Consciousness in these dangerous countries. I can only think of it, but you have actually experienced it firsthand.

      

      Also, when this year when I was in France and visited the temples there, I got association of some senior devotees and disciples of Srila Prabhupada, there I could see how much they admire you and respect your contribution to Srila Prabhupada mission. Because of you only, they took so great care of us. There, I also realized how selflessly you have been working for Prabhupada taking up challenges year by year and increasing your intensity and desire to spread Krishna Consciousness day by day. I know for myself especially, your intelligent thought process have been doing great and my devotional life has changed after coming under the shelter of your lotus feet.

      

      My regret though is that I have nothing to give back to you and I am also not able to actively devote myself to assist you in Srila Prabhupada mission.

      

      This year, I beg you to give me the intelligence, so that I can cultivate at least a little dint of enthusiasm and desire to spread Srila Prabhupada mission, as you have, to continuously progress in spiritual life under your guidance and protection.

      

      Aspiring to be your useful servant,

      

      Manoj

    

  


  
    Mantramala dd.


    
      My dear Spiritual Father,

      

      Please accept my humble obeisances on this most auspicious day of your Vyasa Puja.

      

      I have been writing my offering year after year without fail. Still, I have failed so far to write about and thank you for your efforts for my spiritual advancement while I was based in Sydney, Australia, 1995-1999, as a newcomer to spiritual life. Therefore let me try and make up for it to some degree (to be continued):

      

      You regularly visited Sydney, Gurudeva and encouraged the "Chamber Of Commerce" (as you called us affectionately) to include spiritual goals in our agenda. You discussed with us business from the National Bank's policy making (the field of ex-John's brother)to marketing and advertising (to the pleasure of Lai and I) and we laughed a lot. We could also go with you to home programmes. You gave me my first news monitoring service back then, namely to find articles in the Reuters reports my company subscribed to about "consciousness" and some other topics. So many other things we were allowed to do in an attempt to serve you. Oh, those were the years!

      

      It was the time right before the e-mail. As such I received altogether seven handwritten letters from you, replies to my ones, before switching to e-mail correspondence. I read them over and over; the content was full of nectarian spiritual advice aiming to guide me and lead me on the spiritual path I had just started.

      Let me publish an extract below to give the reader a feel of your invaluable contribution to my spiritual life:

      

      Letter #2:

      ..."The more we engage all our resources for Krishna's pleasure, the more auspicious our life becomes. And we will also lose attraction for financial speculation!"

      

      Letter #4:

      ..."Mold your life carefully to run the whole race - not that you resemble a shooting star. Attentive chanting and sufficient understanding of Prabhupada's books are key factors."

      

      Letter #6:

      ..."Prabhupada stressed book distribution, so if you can somehow increase that, you will make precious spiritual advancement.

      There is no harm in visiting your parents, as long as you keep yourself pure. Visit the temple there regularly. One day I will return to see the non-communist Hungary full of devotees."

      

      Letter #7:

      ..."I was happy to hear of your Hungary trip in Krishna consciousness.

      I was most happy to hear your efforts to spark the distribution of Prabhupada's books. This is the most important work of ISKCON. Never doubt that." (Of which the sections "I was most happy" and "to spark the distribution of Prabhupada's books" were underlined by you.)

      

      "On your dealings with the temple, just remember it is not a corporation, so don't expect "a corporate atmosphere" or method. In short, be prepared to tolerate some chaos for Krishna." (I happily quoted this advice of yours to a working lady aspiring to you complaining about inefficiencies at her local Hare Krishna temple.)

      

      These were wise comments on the path; they indeed saved me!

      You have an astonishing ability, Gurudeva, to put yourself in our shoes, so to speak, and give your assistance according to the person, time, place and circumstances. Yes, we are all mercy-cases, very much dependent on you, knowing it or not, acknowledging it or not.

      

      To close this Vyasa Puja offering, below is a light and entertaining example on just how far you are willing to go to save us, conditioned souls. This way we can remain in Australia, in the 1990s. The particular morning class on SB Canto 7, Ch 9, Verse 55 was recorded by me at Sydney temple in March 1998. So, Gurudeva, you spoke:

      

      ..."I remember once I was in Melbourne and some person I was preaching to, he, you know, he... I didn't know anything about Aussie rules and so, and he was becoming Krishna conscious, so he said: "look, you know, I'll start making advancement in Krishna consciousness but you just... you know, let me show you one Aussie rules match". So anyway, everywhere I had been I heard that unless you see an Aussie rules match you really don't know anything about Australia. I guess in Sydney they don't think like that because it's not a Sydney quote, but anyway. So, alright, so we went and [it] happened to be a historic match, a tie between Essing..., what is it? (audience replies "Essington") and some other club. A rare thing; a tie is very rare. So everybody was just like amazed coming out of the arena or whatever you call it, the stadium: "Well, we were there for history (your famous laugh), we were there".

      Even years [later], even right now, if I happen to be talking to, try to preach to some sports fanatic and I mention "Oh, by the way I was there when the match, the tie between Essington and..." "You were there?!" (You laugh, the devotee-audience laugh.) They just look at you with new eyes. (You laugh, the devotees laugh.)

      These things cannot compare to devotional service. These things cannot compare to the emotional dynamics that are available even to a beginning devotee..."

      

      

      Your aspiring servant who is thanking you for that experience, Guru Maharaj:

      Mantramala dd. (known as Monika in devotee circles, 1995-2001)

      

    

  


  
    Mich White


    
      Please accept my humble obeisances

      

      All glories to Srila Prahupada

      

      Dear Gurudev, Devamrita Swami,

      

      Thank you for being such a dedicated servant of Lord Chaitanya and for being so enthusiastic in spreading his sankirtan movement.

      

      Many times I used to think how lost this world was, how there was no hope whatsoever for this dark place we call the material world, but Krishna has been so kind as to send his pure devotees to the world to wake up the sleeping, suffering jiva souls.

      

      Thank you so much Gurudev for being so devoted to Krishna, for loving him so much, and for being so absorbed in his mission of spreading the holy name. If it wasn't for your mercy I would still be looking for so many answers and would been suffering because of it, birth after birth in ignorance. I would not like to think of where I would have ended up if I hadn't of met your disciples and obtained your mercy.

      

      I now finally have the answers to the questions ive been asking God for along time, best of these, now I know God by his most personal name.. Krishna!!

      

      Your presence is like a light in this place, a purifying light which destroys all darkness in it's path. Your dedication To Krishna and Srila Prahupada is so inspiring.

      

      Please forgive me for my offering because I cannot properly thank you in words, the words I do have dont seem good enough, but I thought I would send this to you anyway because I am truly so thankful to Krishna for meeting you. Thank you Gurudev for your mercy, thank you for all your lectures and thank you for letting me stay with your disciples who are so kind to me, you have changed my life completely.

      

      "The spiritual master is to be honored as much as the Supreme Lord because he is the most confidential servitor of the Lord. This is acknowledged in all revealed scriptures and followed by all authorities. Therefore I offer my respectful obeisances unto the lotus feet of such a spiritual master, who is a bona fide representative of Sri Hari [Krishna]." The spiritual master, the servant of God, is engaged in the most confidential service of the Lord, namely delivering all the conditioned souls from the clutches of maya in which one thinks, "This person is my enemy, and that one is my friend."

      

      Srimad Bhagavatam 7.5.11

      

      mich

      

      

      

    

  


  
    Muni-cari dasa


    
      Nama om vishnu-padaya

      krishna-presthaya bhu tale

      srimate devamrita

      svamin iti namine

      

      pracare purva-daksyam ca

      bhaktacara-pravinata

      pararthatapi karunyam

      yasya sarve ca te namah

      

      

      Dear Guru Maharaja

      

      Please accept my humble obeisances,

      All glories to Srila Prabhupada,

      and all glories to you on this your vyasa puja celebration!

      

      One of our Krsna fest guests asked me recently what is a spiritual master and what is initiation. We spoke for some time on the importance of both these things, also on the indebtedness of the disciple to repay the debt that can not be repaid to his or her beloved Gurudeva. Upon reading the verse and purport for Bg 4.34 it was quite clear that you demonstrate in your own life all these qualities that Srila Prabhupada speaks of, what it means to be bona fide, progress in spiritual life, genuine spiritual understanding, seeing the truth, the secrete of advancement, etc. I only pray that one day I can follow in your foot steps and maybe develop a shadow of these qualities.

      

      This really got me thinking about how you care for us in both our material and spiritual lives.

      

      Recently you called Sruti-cari from London I think, but the conversation was not how is your chanting, reading, Krsna house management or even husband management, but instead milli grams, micro grams, protein powder, Vitim D E F G B C. You are our spiritual father, concerned for all aspects of our existence.

      

      I had mentioned to you once or twice, or maybe complained might be a better word, that my 12 hour + days in the restaurant seem like an over endeavour, or even a waste of time. No miniatures to support and a very low maintenance wife, you told me these are an amazing blessing that very few devotees get.

      

      Now you have given us another amazing blessing, the opportunity of entering into full time devotional service, wow, we are so lucky, thank you so much. I pray, Gurudeva, that I don’t disappoint you, like I did last time.

      

      Sometimes its like you know exactly what is on our minds. I have to tell you a little story to demonstrate this fact. I remember one time, years ago, when I got the opportunity to drive you in your car from Naiper to Taupo. I always wanted to be your driver and I especially wanted to drive your house bus, the Hare Rama bus. At last I could see a good use for my truck driving licience.

      

      Anyway, we were driving in your car and you had said nothing the whole journey, but I knew any minute you were going to ask me to drive your bus. Then suddenly you broke the silence “You like driving don’t you?”, yes at last, I knew this was my golden opportunity. I did not want to blow it by sounding too eager so I waited a moment and said “ah yes I do Gurudeva”. At 110km/hr I began overtaking another vehicle when you said “Driving requires concentration doesn’t it?”, “Yes Gurudeva it does” I said. I knew I had to be cool, calm and... oh yeah.... humble. Unfortunately, however, at that moment I saw a large, green intersection sign flash past the window. Oh no, what did it say? I missed it while I was being humble. Was it the road I wanted? Should I ask you? No time. Either I go past and say “oops” and do a U turn (which I know you would not like), or I just chance it and turn left. I choose the later of the two and took the sweeping left hand turn. Unfortunately, while being humble, I also missed the sign that said it was a 60km/hr corner and I was doing twice that. I decided not to brake and give away my mistake but just try and cruise round. Unfortunately, once again, the corner tightened and you partially slipped off your seat into me and said loudly in my ear “Hari bol”. Then you gave me that special stare, and that little laugh, the one that your disciples know so well. And then, as before, you sat silent, listening to a Srila Prabhupada lecture.

      

      I learnt a lot from this experience, I think. One thing was, while I was being cool, calm and humble I failed to do my service attentively, and I failed to see the wonderful opportunity you had already given me to serve you.

      

      I would like to finish with a request Gurudeva. Normally on Vyasa-puja days we try and praise the Spiritual master and pledge greater elegance to the cause and the desire to be a more sincere servant. I also pray those things but also want to ask something from you. Gurudeva, could you please write an autobiography? Of your whole life but especially, obviously, your time in Krsna consciousness. We love hearing about your past and just want to know more.

      

      I am dyslexic, practically blind in one eye and almost illiterate, but maybe I could help in some small way in this most wonderful undertaking.

      

      Begging to one day be unconditional,

      

      Your disciple and spiritual son, Muni-cari DASA.

    

  


  
    Nanda Mandir dasa


    
      pracare purva-daksyam ca

      bhaktacara-pravinata

      pararthatapi karunyam

      yasya sarve ca te namah

      “Obesiances to you who have all the qualities of unique skills in preaching, competence in Vaisnava dealings, selfness, and compassion.”

      

      Dear Srila Gurudeva!!

      Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet. All Glories to You and Srila Prabhupada.

      

      As stated in the purport to Bg 7.27 “The real constitutional position of the living entity is that of subordination to the Supreme Lord and when the living entity is deluded into separation from Krsna, he becomes controlled by the illusory energy and thus cannot understand the Supreme Personality of Godhead. The illusory energy is manifested in the duality of desire and hate.”

      

      Therefore the conditioned living entities are in state of complete forgetfulness of their relationship with Krsna. They are eager to claim proprietorship over Krsna’s energy and are averse to hearing Krsna’s instructions. People out of ignorance do not even acknowledge that they are diseased. To cure somebody who thinks is healthy is a daunting task. This is what you are exactly doing, curing the madness. Over the years You have made countless souls including myself the recipient of your boundless compassion.

      

      Gurudeva You are like an expert heart surgeon carrying out surgical operations on the hearts of devotees and non-devotees. I have witnessed it retreat after retreat how over the course of the weekend by your powerful words You penetrate deep into the inner chambers of the hearts of the audience and remove all their misconceptions, doubts etc and they go back home fully ecstatic and satisfied.

      

      As your pranama mantra points out that“You have unique skills in preaching etc” To cite an example of your innovative ability & compassionate nature, at the start of this year at one of the retreats while looking at the cows which were meant for slaughter, you mentioned that in order to get devotees in New Zealand to protect cows, You came up with an ingenious plan because otherwise no one was going to start cow protection & consuming milk from protected cows. The reason for this was of course to protect the cows & to facilitate preaching because the vegans accuse us for not addressing the problem of cow slaughter & cruelty to the fullest extent. Therefore You stopped drinking milk from cows meant for slaughter. Consequently your disciples followed suit & stopped consuming milk from slaughter cows. After sometime one devotee saw a business opportunity. He saw that the devotees were not consuming milk products because their Guru Maharaja was not consuming. So he bought some cows and started milking them and selling the milk to the devotees who gladly bought it because it was from protected cows. In this way some cows are being protected and devotees are consuming fresh healthy organic milk. In this way you are constantly thinking of unique ways to fulfill Srila Prabhupada’s mission.

      

      On this most auspicious day, i pray to understand your mood & mission & beg at your lotus feet to kindly keep me under your safe shelter despite my many shortcomings.

      

      Aspiring to be your servant

      

      Nanda Mandir dasa

    

  


  
    Nandagopa das, Lilamayi Subhadra devi dasi and Tejas


    
      Dear Srila Gurudeva,

      

      Please accept our humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada! Al glories to your appearance in this world!

      

      When we meditate on your glories, it fills us with gratitude.

      You give yourself so generously that we all benefit from your greatness.

      

      One example of this is your taste for Srila Prabhupada's books - you don't just read and relish on your own, you enliven us by sharing the nectar in such a way that we can also appreciate.

      There are countless such examples of your generosity.

      Please accept our heartfelt gratitude.

      

      Thank you also for allowing us to serve you when you come to Auckland. You have provided our whole situation by your arrangement and now you are giving us the opportunity to use that in your service. Even though we are lacking in so many ways, you kindly accept what we have to offer.

      

      "A saintly person, just like fire, sometimes appears in a concealed form and at other times reveals himself. For the welfare of the conditioned souls who desire real happiness, a saintly person may accept the worshipable position of spiritual master, and thus like fire he burns to ashes all the past and future sinful reactions of his worshippers by mercifully accepting their offerings."

      SB 11.7.46

      

      All glories to you Srila Gurudeva!

      

      your aspiring servants,

      Nandagopa das, Lilamayi Subhadra devi dasi and Tejas
    

  


  
    Nilacala Candra Das, Saratoga Springs, NY


    
      All Glories To Sri Sri Sri Guru And Gauranga

      All Glories To Sri Sri Sri Jagat Guru Srila Prabhupada

      

      Hare Krishna Srila Gurudev

      

      I offer my humble obeisance's to Your Holiness Lotus Feet. Your Holiness has showered abundance mercy upon this fallen conditioned soul and gave me shelter with love and compassion. Birth after Birth I am always indebted for Your causeless Mercy and Love.

      

      On this day, I offer my prayers To Sri Sri Sri Laxmi Nrsinga Dev to shower His Lordship Mercy upon Your Holiness and to keep you in Good Health always at all times.

      

      With love and sincere prayers

      Your servant

      Nilacala Candra Das

      

      ' Hare Krishna Hare Krishna ...Krishna Krishna Hare Hare

      Hare Rama Hare Rama ... Rama Rama Hare Hare'

      

    

  


  
    Nimarata


    
      Om Ajnana-timirandhasya Jnananjana-salakaya

      Caksur Unmilitam Yena Tasmai Sri-gurave Namah

      

      I offer my respectful obeisances unto my spiritual master, who has opened my eyes, which were blinded by the darkness of ignorance, with the torchlight of knowledge.

      

      Namo Om Visnu Padaya Krsna Presthaya Bhu tale

      Srimate Devamrita Swami iti namine

      Pracare Purva Dakshina Ca

      Bhakti cara Pravinatha Prathapi

      Karunyam Yasya Sarveca te Namah

      

      Please accept my humble obesiances unto Your lotus feet on this Auspiscious occassion of your Vyasa puja Day,

      

      All glories to Jagat Guru srila prabhupada

      All glories to my Gurudev,

      

      Gurudev,although I am not qualified to glorify You,

      On this auspicious day of your Vyasa puja I have come with this offering just to worship you, remembering your lotus feet

      

      Mere Gurudev, charanon par sumana shraddha ke arpita hai

      Tere hee dena hai jo hai. Wahi tujha ko samarapita hai

      

      My Gurudev I offer these flowers of my faith at your feet

      Whatever I have, you have given to me, and I dedicate it all to you.

      

      2. Na priti hai pratiti hai, na hi puja ki shakti hai

      Meraa yaha man, meraa yaha tan, meraa kan kan samarapita hai

      

      I have no love, nor do I know you.

      I don’t even have the strength to worship you,

      But this mind of mine, this body of mine,

      my every atom is dedicated to you.

      

      Tuma hee ho bhaava men mere, vicharon mein, pukaron mein.

      Banaale yantra ab mujhko mere saravatra samarapita hai

      

      You are the only one in my heart and my thoughts.

      You are the one who I call out to.

      Now Make me your instrument…all "I AM" I offer to you

      

      Srila Gurudev, Krishna held the light so I could see the lifeline that you so graciously held out to me and helped me up out of the dark hole I was in. Your Glowing Spiritual strenghth is so amazing and Powerfull, it comes straight from your heart full of Love and goes deep , deep into my heart.

      

      I see you in front of me , I see your sweet smile full of affection...

      I feel Krsna Gurudeva, I feel Krsna through you my merciful spiritual master

      

      I will forever be grateful to you. I thank Lord Krishna every day for sending you to this earth so that you could rescue me from this material MADNESS. I bow down to your lotus feet and work and pray each day that I can become the humble servant that you need me to be. I only wish to please you and Lord Krishna.

      

      I owe so so so much to you for allowing me to be your disciple and take shelter at your Lotus feet.

      Knowing very well I do not deserve it, still you are so mercifull... Please forgive all the offences I have made. I miss you terribly Gurudeva.

      

      I am a poor fool - with a drop of your mercy by which anything is possible, you Srila Gurudev can make me a devotee and a worthy servant of the servant of the servant of your lotusfeet

      Please Gurudeva, Please keep me at your Lotus feet eternally.. Keep me safe there forever.

      

      HAPPY VYASA PUJA GURUDEV.

      

      Aspiring to be your servant,

      The most fallen soul in existence,

      Nimarata

      

    

  


  
    Nitya-priya devi dasi


    
      Dear Gurudeva,

      

      Please accept my humble obeisances.

      All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

      All glories to your lotus feet.

      

      harer nama harer nama harer namaiva kevalam

      kalau nasty eva nasty eva nasty eva gatir anyatha

      

      " In this age of quarrel and hypocrisy the only means of deliverance is chanting the holy name of the Lord. There is no other way. There is no other way. There is no other way."

      

      On this most auspicious day of your Vyasa Puja, I pray for some small insight and understanding into this most valuable of instructions and beg with renewed heart to be allowed to always serve you. I will never understand the true depths of the mercy that you have given me by allowing me to be your disciple but I endeavour daily to give back to you through service and by chanting the holy name. Thank you for so lovingly leading us by your effulgent example, thank you for allowing us to taste a drop of the nectar of devotional service so that we too may begin to open our eyes, and thank you for instructing us so that we may learn what it means to be a disciple and attempt to serve you as you desire.

      

      The Lord instructed Srila Rupa Gosvami, "When a person receives the seed of devotional service, he should take care of it by becoming a gardener and sowing the seed in his heart. If he waters the seed gradually by the process of sravana and kirtana [hearing and chanting], the seed will begin to sprout." (Cc., Madhya 19.152)

      

      How are we to understand this most precious gift that you have given us? We cannot understand but we must endeavour. The bhakti-lata-bija is such a precious gift and I continue to plant weeds and somehow by your continued care and mercy the seed of devotional service may one day become ready to germinate. I pray I will realize that true happiness and welfare work are possible in this material world only through devotional service.

      

      Prahläda Mahäräja replied: Because of their uncontrolled senses, persons too addicted to materialistic life make progress toward hellish conditions and repeatedly chew that which has already been chewed. Their inclinations toward Krishna are never aroused, either by the instructions of others, by their own efforts, or by a combination of both. (SB 7.5.30)

      

      I pray for the strength to overcome this materialistic hangover and finally stop trying to 'chew the chewed' - a disgusting habit that my mind convincingly calls happiness. Recently, the symptoms of what I can only hope are signs of relief from the hangover have began to appear thanks to your deep compassion and patience. I hope through the continued association of your devotees, following your instructions with determination and endeavouring to chant the holy name from my hard heart I will finally kick the habit. I pray that I too can become attached to Krsna and become devoid of material desires like you. You have taught me that there is nothing more that this material world can offer so I come to you begging for pure devotional service so that I can attempt to glorify you Gurudeva. We are so very fortunate to have your mercy, continuous care and guidance.

      

      Aspiring to always be in your service and become a real disciple,

      Nitya-priya devi dasi

    

  


  
    Oliver Braun


    
      Dear Srila Gurudeva,

      

      please accept my humble respectful obeisances.

      All glories to Srila Prabhupada!

      All glories to you on this auspicious day of your appearance.

      

      All glories to you Srila Gurudeva for pushing forward Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu's Sankirtana movement by offering the lifeboat of devotional service with which one can cross this ocean of material miseries to everyone. Everyone is drowning in this ocean of suffering and so did I, struggling to get out by my own strength - a hopeless attempt.

      

      But unexpected out of nowhere this lifeboat came along ready to pick me up. First I let it go but by your mercy one of Srila Prabhupada's books was already placed in the book shelf of the hostel I stayed at. Then I had to take it, the sign was just to obvious. The message was too convincing to ignore it. So I went to the Loft and could not leave. Then you gave me shelter in the brahmacari asrama.

      

      How fortunate is that? In lectures you say that anyone who wants to move into the brahmacari asrama should know very well what brahmacari life means - humbly engaging in selfless devotional service, being the humble servant of Guru and Krishna, studying and distributing Srila Prabhupada's books and living in a simple environment. Also one has to show some determination and be sure about his chosen asrama. Well, I did not even know what Krishna Consciousness really is.

      So how can I thank you for giving me this opportunity?

      

      There are so many things I want to thank you for, but now when I have the chance to do so my mind is simply blank.

      

      When the Supreme Personality of Godhead appeared before Druva Maharaja, Druva wanted to offer him suitable prayers but because he was inexperienced he could not adjust himself immediately. Druva Maharaja was just five years old but I who am 31 years old feel even more inexperienced than him. I cannot adjust myself in your presence. I can not even ask suitable questions or serve your breakfast properly.

      

      By the Lords mercy He touched Druva Maharaja's head with His conchshell and Druva became perfectly aware of the Vedic conclusion, understood the Absolute Truth and was able to offer deliberate and conclusive prayers to the Lord. When will I be able to render adequate service unto you, Srila Gurudeva, and appropriately glorify you who are so strongly engaged in spreading the Krishna Consciousness Movement all over the world. Out of great love, compassion and faithfulness to the order of Srila Prabhupada you reach out to all the suffering living entities all around the world and try to bring them into the lifeboat of Krishna Consciousness.

      Following the example of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu you try to trick everyone somehow into devotional service. You said in a class about preaching: 'if direct or indirect it doesn't matter, we'll sort it out later'.

      

      And you do sort it out later. You have so many disciples all over the world and so many more suffering souls you try to get into the boat. Despite such a tight schedule, so many lectures and classes you still find the time to sort everyone out individually.

      

      You said once that you threw me into the cold water (by putting me into the bramacari asrama). Somehow I learned to swim. Well, I don't think I am a good swimmer, I just try to keep my head above the water. But you help me to sort myself out and give my life an actual purpose. And I am not alone. You help everyone who wants to take shelter of you to sort out both their material and spiritual lives. What a big effort!

      

      I don't like the idea of having debts, Gurudeva, but now it is too late. Krishna asks first to surrender unto Him but Lord Caitanya distributed love of Godhead freely to everyone. I accepted the nectar of Bhakti Yoga by your mercy and now I am fully indebted to you. How can I pay you back? Not only are the debts ever increasing but what qualities or qualification do I possess to help you in your rescue mission? But what else can I offer you to try to pay back those debts other than myself?

      

      Thank you, Srila Gurudeva, for you have rescued me.

      

      Your aspiring servant

      Bhakta Oliver

    

  


  
    Pamela Heyden


    
      Dear Guru Maharaja

      Please accept my humbles obeisances

      All Glories to Srila Prabhupada

      

      

      I've been practicing Krshna Consciousness for two years and I feel lots of gratitude and appreciation for all your personal care and instructions. Due to your big effort to spread Lord Caitanya's movement I got the opportunity to get in contact with your amazing devotees and now I can be part of this beautifull family.

      I just want to say thank you very much for the opportunity you are giving me to serve you and your devotees. My compromise to serve you is stick in my heart and I'll do my best to reciprocate all your care and attention.

      Your aspiring servant

      Pamela Heyden

    

  


  
    pandava bandhava das


    
      Dear Guru-Maharaja,

      Please accept my humble obeisancess. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

      

      It is not possible for an insignificant person like me to properly glorify a great personality like you, Guru-Maharaja. What can I see in you is just a drop of the vast ocean of your transcendental qualities. Still, I am so inspired by what I can comprehend about you, that it gives me strength in my devotional service, and it makes me eternally indebted to Krsna, who arranged that I met you in this life.

      

      When I met you for a first time, the first thing that amazed me was your divine sense of humor. Srila Prabhupada said that laughing is a Vaisnava activity. In the spiritual world the perfect devotees of the Lord are joking and laughing to increase His pleasure and in this way they are eternally happy. Your presentation of Krsna consciousness is full of such spiritual bliss and happiness. It cures us of the disease of impersonalism, where everything spiritual must by dry and tasteless, and introduces us to the ultimate spiritual reality, where we experience the ecstasy of the perfect relationships.

      

      Your taste and ability to present the pastimes of the Lord are just miraculous. My conviction is that one can speak like this only if he is actually there and in reality is experiencing all the emotions of the spiritual rasa. When I met you first time you gave such a powerful Bhagavatam class on Krsna lila that it just became real for all of us. After the lecture was over one devotee remarked:

      

      “Just one such speech and we can go on with our duties for a whole year…”

      

      On other hand, when you present the depth of our philosophy and its practical application, you can be very grave and formal. You are protecting us by imparting the realization that the practice of devotional service is the most important thing in our lives and that we should take it very seriously. We should apply ourselves in the process and give our best.

      

      With your teachings you are challenging us to deepen our understanding and realizations of Krsna consciousness. You don’t allow us to become complacent and static, you want us to grow and mature, to become broad minded and independently thoughtful.

      

      You are expertly digging out and confronting our doubts and misgivings. Sometimes when I listen to your classes I suddenly realize, “hey, wait a minute, I have this thought pup up in my mind from time to time, I thought it is a normal thought, but now I see it is a misunderstanding of our philosophy…” This is one of the qualifications of the Spiritual Master; he can find out and destroy the doubts of his disciple.

      

      You are not just a great philosopher; you are also very nice person. With your beautiful transcendental qualities you make it easy for us to be attracted to you. You are kind, sensitive, compassionate, forgiving; you are our loving, affectionate father.

      

      Although I am unworthy of your mercy I still hope to attain it somehow or other. I am in a position of someone who wants to possess a precious gem but does not have the money to pay for it; still I hope one day to become qualified to turn into your real surrendered disciple. I hope for this because I know that great personalities like you are merciful to the fallen and the unfortunate souls. So please don’t reject me. Please allow me to stay and do some humble service for your pleasure. Please give me shelter at your lotus feet.

      

      

      Your servant:

      

      Pandava bandhava das

    

  


  
    Pia Cepeda


    
      Dear Devamrita Swami,

      

      Please accept my humble obeisances.

      All glories to Srila Prabhupada!

      All glories to you on this most auspicious day of your appearance!

      

      Prabhupada wrote in Raja-vidya that if we have faith in our doctor, we will follow what he prescribes to cure us. I have faith in you. Today I heard a lecture in which you described the moment when Krsna was coming back to Vrindavan and how the gopis were so glad to see Him and later you explained that listening to Krsna's pastimes could make us genuinely happy and I realized that I had been smiling all through your description! I have faith in the sastra and I have faith in your words that explain the sastra in a way that is easy to apply in our daily lives.

      Thank you for reminding me every day that only by reviving our relationship with Krsna through loving service will we be genuinely happy.

      

      Your servant

      Pia Bhaktin

    

  


  
    Praveen Karunakaran


    
      nama om vishnu padaya krsna presthaya bhutale

      srimate devamrita swami iti namine

      pracare purva dakshyam ca bhaktacara pravinata

      pararthatapi karunyam yasya sarva ca te namah

      

      Dear Gurudev

      

      Please accept my humble obeisance at your lotus feet.

      All glories to Srila Prabhupad.

      All glories to you on your auspicious Vyasa Puja day.

      

      Gurudev, this is my first offering to you and I feel a bit anxious and at the same time very happy to write to you on such an occasion.

      

      I quite vividly remember that it was almost four years back that I first got a chance to attended one of your retreats at New Nandagram, which left quite a deep impression in me. Then almost two years back I took up the courage to meet you personally and during that very first interaction, you provided me with an opportunity to take my spiritual life a bit seriously. Since then you have always guided me with lots of care and tolerance - always listening patiently to my endless list of material anxieties. In your presence all my woes seem to vanish and it seems like I'm lamenting over something so meaningless.

      

      From my initial days I have been very inspired by the manner in which you preach. The various videos you show us at retreats and the way in which you connect it to the philosophy of Krsna consciousness is purely a work of genius. During your interactions with the guests, we often see that even the most rebellious minds are left without an option but to accept the philosophy you present. This shows your compassion to present Krsna consciousness to even the most unfortunate and fallen souls. I am also thankful to many of my senior Godbrothers who engaged me in some sort of service in those retreats from an early stage, even though I had no qualifications, so that I could make some progress in my spiritual life and also to develop some taste to serve you.

      

      During your previous visit here, when I got your Darshan, you were telling me how to lead a balanced lifestyle. Due to my ignorance I thought you were saying something very general, but very soon I found that those instructions were to be exact guidelines for me to face a situation that came about very shortly thereafter. This has helped me understand that the spiritual master's vision is transcendental and by following those instructions I can be safely situated in my spiritual life.

      

      Gurudev, on this auspicious occasion of your Vyasa puja I humbly seek your blessings so that I can follow you instructions and improve my Sadhana while being of some service to you and devotees here at the Melbourne Mahaprabhu Mandir.

      

      Your aspiring servant

      Praveen

    

  


  
    prema sankirtana das


    
      Dear Guru Maharaja PAMHO AGTSP

      Spritual qualitys of krishna are unlimited and the same with his pure devotee.Nobody can count them,but it is the duty of His diciples to praise his spiritual master.Of course not only duty but he has to do this with gratitude and love.I don,t possess any of these qualities ,but i have great hope that You Gurudeva will give me Your causeless mercy.One time a disciple of Srila Prabhpada was glorifing Him,the diciple said ,

      

      You so completely destroy the opposition,it is very hard to say anything more!"

      Prabhupada agreed ,but challenged futher,"yes.that you have to prove.You can eulogise your Guru Maharaja,but you have to learn it and face the public and be strong to defend yourself.That is success, not by praising your Guru Maharaja.You will praise your Guru Maharaja.That is not very difficult.But be victorious to the opposing elements.Then you will praise your Guru Maharaja best.At home you can praise your Guru Maharaja,and Guru Maharaja be satisfied,"Oh ,my disciples are prasing me".That is good,respectfull that is qualification.But you have to fight .Then your Guru Maharaja will be glorified.'

      

      So let me allways meditate on those words from my Grandfather how to please my eternal Father His Holiness Devamrita Swami.

      Your eternal aspiring servant Prema sankirtana das
    

  


  
    Premavati Devi Dasi


    
      Dear Devamrta Maharaja,

      

      Please accept my humble obeisance at your lotus feet. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

      

      It will be the first time this year ( after 3 years) that I will not be there for your visit in Toronto city, where the urbain edge yoga festival will take place. I must say maharaja, it break my heart to think that I will miss this opportunity.

      

      Your association is for us so precious. In your presence maharaja we are all inspire to push our self and try to serve the mission of our beloved Srila Prabhupada. Like a father teaches his children, you mercifully show us how to dedicate our life selflessly and give us year after year an opportunity to practice. By your association maharaja, we are learning what is real love for Srila Prabhupada and what is giving ones full life into the sankirtan movement of Lord Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

      

      Here in New Vraja Dhama mercy fall everywhere. I cannot complain of anything, exept for one thing maharaja; this opportunity to preach, giving by your lotus hands to us.

      

      I will always hope to have a other chance to serve you maharaja.

      

      Your servant in separation,

      Premavati devi dasi

    

  


  
    Premdham Das


    
      Dear Gurumaharaj,

      Please accept my humble obeisances

      All glories to Srila Prabhupada

      

      Almost 8 years ago, I heard my first lecture in this same theater room from you. The theater room was packed and I felt unshakable faith in devotees and the excitement to hear from you. But on the other end I was so empty and confused from within that I was doubting everything, after all it'll be just one more lecture and I've heard so many lectures before. But it took me only few minutes to realize that this lecture is different. The message I heard was flawless, it's about absolute, it was about supreme and applicable to every one in every situation. The roaring voice of a pure devotee of Lord Krishna has captured me. That heart changing message is still relevant and fresh as if I heard it yesterday.

      

      Since then my whole perspective on life has changed. I realized my own definition of self-development, success is left with no real meaning and needs to be revisited. I was always of the opinion that by hard work a person can become successful and master of his own destiny but after hearing your lecture I was promoted from master to a servant of lord, and I realize that real success is to become the servant of the supreme. I gained permanent spiritual assets against temporary mundane illusion that I was running after and it has transformed my thought process.

      

      I always wanted to take shelter of someone who is big and powerful may be because of my inner fear to defend myself. But since I started to know about Krishna and His unquestionable supremacy my fear has gone. I feel so happy that I’ve taken shelter of Krishna who is not only all powerful but all merciful, the Lord of whole universe, the Supreme enjoyer and the cause of all causes. This transformation that has happened within me was only because of the potent words that came from your realization. This was the beginning of my quest to become self-realized. It was only then I started my journey on transcendental process and since then I enjoyed and loved each and every day of the bhakti yoga process.

      

      With your mercy I'm very fortunate to get the association of the devotees. I feel so protected and so much cared that I don't have any reason to worry.

      

      Couple of years back I mentioned my long desire to read Prabhupada's books to you and within few days I could see that things are been so arranged that I was getting more and more time to read Prabhupada's books. It was your blessing only that has removed all obstacles and made my situation more favourable to follow bhakti process. It was due to power of your instructions only that I could read Prabhupada's books. And every time I read them I do feel that there is an ocean of nectar that is waiting which Srila Prabhupada out of his causeless mercy have given it to us. Honestly, I don't feel that I've enough qualification to read about Lord's activities, His glories or about his elevated devotees but somehow or other I'm continuing the process. I’ve read somewhere that when student is ready teacher arrives.

      

      I beg for your causeless mercy to guide this useless soul on the path of bhakti and serve you in your in Prabhupada's mission of spreading Krishna consciousness movement all over the world.

      

      Your aspiring servant,

      Premdham Das.

      

    

  


  
    Radha Prasada devi dasi


    
      Dearest Gurudeva.

      

      Please accept my humble obeisances.

      All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

      All glories to you on this most auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja.

      

      For quite some time I've been trying to meditate on what I could offer to you in this offering. Words cannot comprehend or communicate the glories you deserve. It reminds me of Ananta Sesa whose countless hoods are always singing the glories of the Supreme Lord. But although he has so many mouths still he goes on glorifying the Lord unlimitedly. Gurudeva, your qualities are like that - UNLIMITED.

      

      In the Srimad Bhagavatam it explains how the spiritual master is the captain of the ship to help us cross over this ocean of material suffering. In the purport of SB 1,1:8 Prabhupada says "The secret to success in spiritual life is in satisfying the spiritual master" and he further quotes Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura who sang "I offer my respectful obeisances unto the lotus feet of my spiritual master, only by his satisfaction can one please the Personality of Godhead and when he is dissatisfied there is only HAVOC on the path of spiritual realization".

      

      How fortunate and lucky we are to have you as our captain! As you manoeuvre around all kinds of obstacles within the rocky waves of material existance. Not to mention the nuclear bombs I've created along the way that you skillfully disarm as well as vanishing the Samvartaka clouds which appear on the horizon set on a crash course for destruction. Your sharpened intelligence and kind words disperse the greatest of storms which inhibit my mind.

      

      Where would we all be without you Gurudeva?

      

      This material world is a lonely and dark place filled with people who are suffering and hurting. Like anything within this material ocean we are all struggling to keep afloat, whether we be an amateur or seasoned swimmer.

      

      In August this year we were fortunate enough to have you stay at New Gupta Vraja for two weeks. I really cherished this time especially seeing your interactions with my fellow god brothers and sisters. Your schedule is extremely taxing and demanding to say the least but still you make time to ensure your disciples are well taken care of. I have so many special memories of this time. I'd love how we would all eagerly wait in the morning - waiting and hoping for the time when you would buzz through on the intercom and invite us up to come and chant with you. Day after day getting to experience this wonderful encounter, how attentive and thoughtfully you would chant your japa and at night the sweet Krsna book readings, melodious kirtans and the DVD of Govardhana Hill.

      

      Our lives have drastically changed within this last year. No more slogging it out full time in the corporate world of make believe, instead these days its track pants and gumboots! Whatever the situation, you are always so encouraging. You encourage us to break through our barriers, to push on, to strive for Krsna. To fill our hearts with love and Bhakti and to share this with others.

      

      For all the years I've been blessed to have you as my spiritual father I wonder how on earth can I ever repay you?

      

      On this most special of all days I humbly beg, please let me always remain at the shelter of your lotus feet. Please forgive my inabilities and shortcomings and please, please Gurudeva, always engage me in devotional service - in serving you and your mission to serve Srila Prabhupada and in serving all devotees. After all without pleasing you there can only be havoc in spiritual life.

      

      Thank you Gurudeva for everything, you tolerate so much and at the same time give so much to everyone.

      

      Your trying servant and spiritual daughter,

      

      Radha Prasada devi dasi
    

  


  
    Radha Sanga dd


    
      Dearest Guru Maharaj

      Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupad!

      On your first visit in cape Town, you kindly advised to dedicate this one lifetime to purification. Most of us dedicated many, many lifetimes to sinful activities so what is the difficulty to sacrifice one lifetime for Krsna. Unless pure we can not appreciate pure. So you gave us the Nectar of Devotional Service that is simultaneously purifying and ecstatic; purifying- painful for the ego and ecstatic for the soul- so we can bear the pain.

      I beg you for the clarity, strength and resolve to endure so I may be able to, in time appreciate Bhakti and those like you who relish it so intimately.

      By the mystical process of Bhakti, I know I am not separated from you, but I am taking this opportunity to tell you that I miss you, nevertheless. I do aspire that, in future you will also grant me the entrance into the "Ultimate Destination", where I want to learn the art of pure service to you.

      Your aspiring spiritual daughter

      Radha Sanga dd
    

  


  
    Radhakrishnan Viswanathan


    
      nama om visnu- padaya

      krsna pesthaya bhutale

      srimate devamrita

      swamin iti namine

      

      pracare purva daksyam ca

      bhaktacara pravinata

      parapatatapi karunyam

      yasya sarve ca te namah

      

      Dear Guru Maharaj,

      Please accept our humble obeisances at your lotus feet on this auspicious day of your divine appearance.

      All Glories to Srila Prahbupada

      All Glories to you Guru Dev

      

      Through my younger brother Rama Hari, me and family got introduced personally to your holiness in the retreat two years ago. The retreat lectures and videos systematically smashed our illusive materialistic conceptions and hopes. More than that you showed the glimpse of enlivening spiritual path and stressed the incredible value of human form of life is by saying 'use the temporary mortal body and achieve the eternal life of bliss'. Further the final kirtan with enthusiastic devotees around was like a sudden ocean of mercy rushing to flood the dry conditional souls to have a immediate laboratory experience of Bhakti. It undoubtedly dislodges the inertia one may have and carry immediately oneself far into all blissful spiritual realm whereby the soul feels connected and directly relishes overwhelmingly. Your words and kirtan are filled with potency to enlighten everyone and one who had heard once will never see the world the same way.

      

      As we hear more of your lectures, we come to understand the depth of Krishna consciousness and how it is all practical, all inclusive and vital to mould and transform our faiths, activities in a most intelligent, scientific and purposeful way.

      

      Your holiness gave repeated instruction like read prabhupada books, help others, become a recognized devotee, don't just have sentimental understanding. Initially it looked like a simple instruction, but as I try working on it I am slowly getting the glimpse of depth of that instruction. In one lecture you mentioned "every point in Krishna consciousness opens a door of infinite realization" which was like all encompassing statement to well appreciate the inconceivable value of Krishna Consciousness.

      

      We neither possess the spiritual intelligence nor ability to understand to carry your instruction in a way to please you. But the more we carefully listen to your instruction, lectures and meditate repeatedly we have the confidence that it has the power to root out our material contaminations and free the mind to contemplate and act only on our real self interest and develop humility and compassion to serve others properly.

      

      On this auspicious day we sincerely pray and seek your blessings to hold us firmly as we stumble along the path of Bhakti.

      

      Your aspiring servants,

      Radhakrishnan, Shobhana and Sanjitha.

      

    

  


  
    Radhamohan das


    
      Dearest Guru Maharaj,

      

      Please accept my most humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories to your causeless mercy on this fallen conditioned soul.

      

      'sri-guru-carana-padma, kevala-bhakati-sadma, bando mui savadhana mate'

      On this most auspicious day of your Vyaspuja, I wanted to express my deepest, heart-felt gratitude for accepting me as a menial servant at your lotus feet, which are the only means to attain pure devotional service. I bow down to your divine lotus feet again and again.

      

      'cakhu-dan dilo jei, janme janme prabhu sei, divya-jnan hrde prokasito'

      Guru Maharaj, I was a fool, aimlessly wandering in the material world, but you bestowed your causeless mercy on me and opened my blinded eyes to a life in Krishna Consciousness. The very first time I met you in May 2007, you asked me to improve my work situation and live a simple bhakti-centric lifestyle. My life since has become a beautiful journey unraveling Lord Krishna's wonderful favours on my undeserving self.

      

      'yasya prasadad bhagavat-prasado, yasyaprasadan na gatih kuto 'pi'

      By your grace, Guru Maharaj, I was introduced to 'urban preaching' in Toronto that your dear daughter Mangal-aarti devi dasi has been developing so sincerely. Both me and my wife, Shyama-mohini devi dasi, have been blessed by her association and leadership, as we support her in managing the 'UrbanEdgeYoga' centre. Your instruction to me to read Markhine Bhagavata Dharma and feel Srila Prabhupada's desire has become a part of my consciousness. Now I consciously look for opportunities to reach out to diverse groups of people. Guru maharaj, I beg at your lotus feet that I can make these timeless prayers of Srila Prabhupada my constant meditation:

      

      "Most of the population here is covered by the material modes of ignorance and passion. Absorbed in material life, they think themselves very happy and satisfied, and therefore they have no taste for the transcendental message of Vasudeva. I do not know how they will be able to understand it. How will they understand the mellows of devotional service? O Lord, I am simply praying for Your mercy so that I will be able to convince them about Your message. How will I make them understand this message of Krsna consciousness? I am very unfortunate, unqualified and the most fallen. Therefore I am seeking Your benediction so that I can convince them, for I am powerless to do so on my own. O Lord, I am just like a puppet in Your hands. So if You have brought me here to dance, then make me dance, make me dance, O Lord, make me dance as You like."

      

      'golokera prema-dhana, hari-nama-sankirtana'

      Guru Maharaj, by your causeless mercy, I have been given the rare opportunity to serve and learn from His Grace Vaisesika prabhu on how 'Sankirtan is our very life'. By his guidance and blessings, sankirtan culture in Toronto is starting to revive and I beg at your lotus feet that I continue to remain an instrument in this most glorious movement, imported directly from Goloka-Vrndavan and managed under the personal supervision of Lord Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

      

      'sri-guru-carane rati, ei se uttama-gati, je prasade pure sarva asa'

      Thank you Gurudev for allowing me to render some insignificant personal service at your lotus feet during your Toronto visits. I beg for forgiveness for my inadequacies in serving you properly, and pray that one day I can develop the right mood and attitude of serving the spiritual master. Guru maharaj, my only desire is that I develop an attachment to your lotus feet, and I beg to remain fixed in my determination to fulfill this desire.

      

      We all pray for your good health so that many more fallen souls like me around the world can become Krishna conscious.

      

      Thank you for everything, Guru Maharaj.

      

      Your eternal servant and aspiring disciple,

      Radhamohan das
    

  


  
    Radhikesa dasa


    
      Dear Guru Maharaja,

      

      Please accept my most humble obeisances at your lotus feet.

      

      We were at the Ukraine festival. In your seminar you explained that the exchanges between Kardama Muni and Devahuti were not merely a history of material enjoyment, but an example of guru-disciple relationship. The brahmacaris could relax. As I sat in the front row amongst the devotees in the huge pandal, I would often turn my head to see them smiling and gazing at you with deep appreciation and love.

      

      You then went onto explain the verse that all brahmacaris recite: ‘...an attitude of firm friendship for the spiritual master’. When looking at Narada Muni's instructions I never really came to any understanding what the ‘friendship’ part meant. Do I look for opportunities to tightly put my arm around your shoulders in a mood of camaraderie and at the same time crack a few jokes to make you laugh...? Maybe not. You explain that friendship means making friends with the guru’s mission. I understand that your mission is simply to see that your friendship with Srila Prabhupada’s mission remains an intimate one.

      

      Throughout our travels, as I uselessly try to serve you, I notice a flurry of devotees full of devotion falling over themselves for an opportunity to serve you - an opportunity to seek your friendship. You spoke my mind when you talked about how the disciple should not think that its just one sided - that one should expect great blessings from the master.

      

      Arjuna begs for Krishna’s forgiveness for what ever he did in “madness or in love”. He claims he dishonored Krishna many times, thinking of him as a friend. As our travels together reaches its end and as I come to my senses to awake to receive your most undeserved blessings, I cry at my inability to express my gratitude to you for reciprocating with my dire ‘cruise control’ service. I’ve never had a friend like you before.

      

      Please forgive me for whatever I have done in madness...and please continue to show me your love.

      

      Your aspiring servant,

      

      Radhikesa dasa.

      

    

  


  
    Raja Vidya Das


    
      Jai Gurudeva!

      Please accept my respectful obeisances.

      All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

      All glories to you Gurudeva !

      

      Every moment that I get to sit back and start questioning to myself "When there are so many people out there who don't get the message in this bewildering material arrangement, how did it all make sense to me ! ?", I feel a great sense of unexplainable relief, warmth and protection. When I see guests in our movement with superior intellect fail to comprehend the bare fundamentals of your teachings, I conclude with certainty that it was only by your causeless mercy that I was bailed out of ignorance.

      

      I consider myself to be the most fortunate to have gotten a human body during your holy presence in this material world and to have received shelter under your lotus feet. At the same time a sense of guilt is growing in my heart for not utilizing this golden opportunity to serve your mission of spreading Krishna Consciousness.

      

      Your holy appearance in this material world is like a flower blossoming with unlimited nectar for the benefit of many unworthy insects like me. With sincere gratitude I will fight my mind and conditioning to chant the Holy names and render more and more seva at your lotus feet.

      

      Your eternal and insignificant servant

      Raja Vidya Das

    

  


  
    Rama Hari das


    
      My Most Dearest Spiritual Father/Divine Eternal Spiritual Master,

      

      On this occasion of the Divine Appearance of Your Holiness, i submit myself completely sincerely

      begging for Unlimited Krishna Conscious Rejuvenation of Spiritual Association through Vapu and

      Most Important Vani available anytime allthetime through Transcendental Lectures and Personal Darshan

      Instructions Rememberance/Meditation ONLY to follow Exactly/Completely under

      Most Crucial Personal Guidance.

      

      Here are my humble sincere realizations from all these years Lectures seeking serious shelter of the Supreme Lord:

      

      1) When i Listen or read every word every time anytime i begin to cultivate the mood that i have not understood anything at all. Watering the root of this basic principle of genuine humility, sincere devotional aspirants immediately enter into the shores of the Ocean of Unlimited Spiritual Nectar of Understandings/realizations all the time.

      

      2) Every thought, Every Word, Every Deed and Every Gesture either Purely for the Spiritual Benefit has its resultant actions and reactions in the Modes/Laws of Material Nature. How intricate are these Laws of Actions and Reactions and How much more cautious and careful we all need to be always to live/deal with the Modes/Laws of Material Nature which is the basis of every conditioned soul's suffering.

      

      Lord Krishna in Bhagavad Gita declares that these modes are very difficult to overcome and expanding on the point Your Holiness expanded the same point that when Lord Krishna himself declares so, we take it quite seriously because we do not want to suffer and that is every soul’s

      Constitutional right to be on the Path of Complete Krishna Consciousness.

      

      3) ISKCON Founder Acharya Divine Grace Srila Prabhupada Quotes "A Krishna Conscious person must be seen/understood by ears and not by the eyes".

      This is the SINCERE All Common Mistake.

      

      4) Greatest Loss is TIME Loss. There is no greater mistake in this world than to postpone spiritual progress in Personal Guidance.

      

      5) Sastras explain that misusing the independent freewill, out of separate desire & envy towards the supreme lord jivas come down to material existence and come under the grip of illusory energy of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Lord Krishna. When i try to really understand the nature of this diseased condition and its magnitude which translates to millions and millions of lifetimes from Lord Brahma to insignificant ant in which i have been trying to imitate Krishna in innumerable ways & lord over the material nature, it is most humiliating and practically leaves me hopeless like a terminally diseased patient.

      

      6) One of my biggest sentimental conditionings is irregularity and as such i beg your causeless mercy for me to sincerely practice sadhana-bhakti which as you have explained is the foundation for reviving our original pure love of Godhead.

      

      7) How much crucial is to situate oneself appropriately in Daivi-Varnashrama system to make steady progress in Your Holiness Direct Personal Instructions/Guidance.

      Lord Krishna is completely present completely/fully in the Holy Names. Hare Krishna Mahamantra is the Only Cure AllTimes Always. I beg for Unlimited Causeless Mercy to take FULL SHELTER OF LORD's HOLY NAMES Kirtans by Parampara of Vaishnava Acharyas.

      

      Sincerely Begging ALWAYS to Completely Remember/Completely Follow

      Your Holiness's Spiritual Instructions

      Sincerely/Exactly Align my Sincere Spiritual desires/Sincere Spiritual plans with Your Holiness

      

      Begging for Millions and Millions of times Causeless Mercy at Your Holiness Lotus Feet,

      Surrendering to be for Your Holiness Srila Gurudev loving servant eternally,

      

      Rama Hari das
    

  


  
    Ramadas das


    
      Dear Gurudeva,

      

      Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet.

      

      One of my aspirations is that you will make me as humble as a blade of grass. I think you mentioned once that everyone in Kali yuga coming to Krsna consciousness should wear a T shirt with tyre marks all over it that reads, “did anyone see the truck?”

      I am thinking about how I should be very active in service to you, grateful that you so very painstakingly and patiently are trying to make me who wears the shirt “did anyone see the truck” more humble than a blade of grass.

      Reflecting on your words It seems odd. Is there any need to make someone whos been hit by a truck humble. Is not such a person a little reflective on his feeling of being squashed?

      

      You explained in your lectures, Vallabha Bhattacarya’s being humbled by lord Caitanya, and how Vallabha Bhattacarya’s faith in the Lord changed. While I have been receiving drops of mercy from you , meant to make me your disciple humble like a blade of grass, sometimes I have feelings trying to present such an obstacle. But thanks to you I can see I have no education, no good birth, and no back ground of pious work, except for a few trees I planted once. I remember when I was about 21 or so , before I was initiated , I asked you

      “Maharaja …sometimes I become very proud, how do I deal with this?”………… laughing in exasperation you replied “about what!?” .You make it easy. I pondered this concise 3 syllable sutra,. I could not find anything to be proud of.

      

      I’m very sorry for having ever thrown stones of ungratefulness, moods etc at you when you give me these precious drops of mercy. Now I am going to try and be prepared to receive with great happiness the next cooling drops of mercy that you send with such precision and patience to make this servant of yours more humble than a blade of grass.

      

      I want to be humble, so why should I react so foolishly when you try to make me humble. Who else will make me humble? No one else except you and one or two of my friends come forward to dismantle the tower of my false pride. The task must be daunting I assume.

      

      Finally I would like to start thanking you with action not just words. As Srila Prabhupada writes in the Caitanya Caritamrta, one should judge by action, not by promises. Certainly you function on the action platform by your grave service to Srila Prabhupada

      

      “One cannot understand the value of touchstone until it turns iron into gold.” One should judge by action, not by promises. A maha-bhagavata can turn a living entity from abominable material life to the Lord’s service. This is the test of a maha-bhagavata.

      

      . Actually a maha-bhagavata is fit to spread Krsna consciousness, but he does not distinguish where Krsna consciousness should be spread from where it should not. He thinks that everyone is competent to accept Krsna consciousness if the chance is provided.

      

      I would like to humbly try and show gratitude to you with some action for providing the chance I would have never ordinarily had the chance to become Krsna conscious. I don’t think I’m competent but you think everyone is competent, and with this conception you are always thinking how to provide the chance for us to develop our Krsna consciousness by your wonderful arrangements. This is unlimited causeless mercy there is no doubt. Just as the cows in the spiritual world are unlimited and can provide unlimited milk, you provide unlimited mercy. Srila Prabhupada writes “The Lord’s request to chant the holy name of Krsna is now extended to everyone in the world through the Krsna consciousness movement” and you are a most glorious mobile entrance of the Krsna consciousness movement.

      

      Now I just have to stop being so mental and become a proper receptor. Srila Prabhupada writes “If one is purified by following Sri Caitanya Mahäprabhu’s orders—that is, by chanting the holy name of Krsna—one must certainly be eager to render service to the Lord. This is the test. When one engages enthusiastically in the Lord’s service, it is to be understood that he is reaping the results of chanting the names of Krsna and Hari.

      

      Aspiring to become your beloved servant.

      

      Ramadas das

      

      

      

      

      

      

    

  


  
    Richard Alexander Knipe


    
      nama om visnu - padaya krsna – presthaya bhu-tale

      srimate devamrita - swamin iti namine

      

      pracare purva-daksyam ca bhaktacara-pravinata

      pararthatapi karunyam yasya sarve ca te namah

      

      "I offer my respectful obeisances unto His Holiness Devamrita Swami, who is very dear to Lord Krishna, having taken shelter at His lotus feet."

      "Obeisance’s to you who have all the qualities of unique skills in preaching, competence in Vaisnava dealings, selflessness, and compassion."

      

      He jumped into the choppy ocean, forgetting he could not swim. Struggling against the endless waves, he went under.

      He lost cosciousness.

      Who knows how long he was there, sinking.

      Suddenly strong hands grabbed him by the arms and pulled him to safety.

      He lay there, his mind reeling.

      Knowing that breathing is what he's supposed to be doing, he lays there still... unable to reawaken that natural function.

      "How did this happen in the first place?" he thinks to himself. "Why did I jump? Why did I put myself in this miserable state?

      

      His mind was trying to convince him that since he can't seem to breathe, he may as well jump back into the waves, where the current would softly massage his body as he went down.

      "No!" He fights the urge.

      No sooner had he thought that, than he felt the same strong hands that had pulled him from that dreadful ocean, start to massage his chest.

      Then he heard the words... "Wake up." It was the most wonderful relief from the din of the ocean in his ears.

      With a burst and a splutter, water sprays from his mouth. Gasping for air, relief overcomes him.

      This is what it feels like to be alive, to be conscious.

      He looks up at the his saviour, and recognizes him at once.

      "Thank you Gurudeva..." he says.

      

      Dear Gurudeva,

      moment by moment you are saving so many souls from the ocean of repeated birth and death, from suffering. Like a transcendental lifeguard.

      Your dedication to Srila Prabhupada's mission and the expertise with which you push it forward, is proof of your own love for him.

      

      Thank you Gurudeva for saving me from the ocean of material suffering.

      There's no way to repay this debt, but I'll do my best to pay it forward.

      

      Your aspiring diciple,

      

      bhakta Richard.
    

  


  
    Richard Painting


    
      Hare Krishna

      

      All Glories to Lord Sri Krishna

      All Glories to Srila Prabhupada

      All Glories to The Loft (NZ) Devotees

      

      Please allow me to show my utmost gratitude for your excellent preaching efforts in New Zealand. The Loft which you started is a shinning beckon of light in this material world. Every week so many people get the chance to hear the Holy Names of the Lord and associate with Devotees. For this I know both Krishna and Prabhupada are most happy with you and I hope they shower you with unlimited mercy.

      

      I hope and pray that I may be at least one percent the Devotee you are.

      

      Your ever well-wisher

      Hare Krishna

      

      Richard. P

    

  


  
    Richárd Szépvölgyi


    
      Dear Guru Maharaja,

      

      Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories unto the dust of your lotus feet.

      

      nama om visnu padaya krsna prestaya bhutale

      srimati devamrita swamin iti namine

      pracare purva-daksyam-ca bhaktacara-pravinata

      pararthatapi karunyam yasya sarve ca te namah

      

      I have the opportunity to glorify you on your appearance day. Thank you for your personal care and presence in my life. I am ill now, and as long as I do not understand Krishna-consciousness, I remain so. It is a good opportunity for me to remember that the material world is a temporary place full of sufferings. I forget it many times, but you always remind me of it. The hardest offering is when a disciple follows the instructions of the spiritual master. I am working on it at the moment. Please, help me to carry on and so as I can see the material world as it is.

      

      I remain your recovering disciple,

      

      

      Bhakta Richárd Szépvölgyi
    

  


  
    Rudrarama Pandita das


    
      Dear Gurudeva,

      

      Please accept my humble obeisances

      All Glories to Srila Prabhupada and onto your holy appearance day

      

      It has already been a year last time offered my homage. I feel the time is passing faster and faster every year. Whenever look through what I have offered in the past year I feel ashamed “How little I offered to you this year” and gives me strong desire to offer you more next time.

      

      SB 10.10.19

      Translation

      Saintly persons [s?dhus] think of Kr?s?n?a twenty-four hours a day. They have no other interest. Why should people neglect the association of such exalted spiritual personalities and try to associate with materialists, taking shelter of nondevotees, most of whom are proud and rich?

      

      Kindly and mercifully you allowed me to stay with you at Gaura Haven. Then I thought this is exactly you, Guru Maharaji. Even though you are very busy and have so many advanced and great disciples around, you still allowed me to stay, which struck me with wonder how merciful you are.

      The time I stayed with you was when I was facing some issues and you immediately rung me and asked me to come up to NGV. You didn’t say much in first day but in the next morning after Japa you have told me “You look much better.” I was surprised that even without having conversation you have already given me some mystic energy to recover. How fortunate, how fortunate I am! To be able to meet such a great guru!

      

      BG 18.73

      Translation

      My dear Krishna, O infallible one, my illusion is now gone. I have regained my memory by Your mercy, and I am now firm and free from doubt and am prepared to act according to Your instructions.”

      

      The conversation with you and your talk is like bright light form me. Since I was in the middle of dirk well but finally I found the best person to help me, help me to get out of this material world. I want to understand how far your instructions are because I know I want to do it, what you say, but I am not exactly…

      As a devotee I want to surrender, surrender to my spiritual master, Guru Maharaja. If there is no surrendering, then it is no advance. My spiritual life is just started. As a disciple I will accept any discipline.

      

      BG 4.2

      Translation

      This supreme science was thus received through the chain of disciplic succession and the saintly kings understood it in that way. But in course of time the succession was broken, and therefore the science as it is appears to be lost.

      

      I need to acquire any discipline, instruction or advice from you. With my determination I will follow or try anything you tell me. To get stronger in Krishna conscious I have to follow Guru’s instruction. I am still an insignificant one of your devotee but I have a desire to offer more and more or everything I have.

      

      Please give us your mercy. Other devotees’ success is my pleasure. Please allow me to follow your devotees’ foot steps.

      

      Your humble servant

      

      Rudrarama Pandita das

    

  


  
    S Prabhuram


    
      Dear Maharaj,

      

      Please Accept My Humble Obeissances

      All Glories to Srila Prabhupada

      

      I cannot imagine the amount of mercy i have received from you in the past. Whatever little progress i have made in spiritual life is only due to your mercy. I pray to krishna that you have many more happy vyasa puja with us.

      

      On this auspicious occasion i sincerely beg for your mercy so that i might be able to make further progress in spiritual life.

      

      Your Servant and Well Wisher,

      Prabhuram

      

    

  


  
    Sachi Dulal das


    
      Dear Srila Gurudeva,

      Please accept my humble obeisances.

      All glories to you on this most auspicious day.

      

      A few months ago I had the opportunity to distribute books in Brisbane. After distributing for a couple of hours I headed to Govindas for lunch. As I was finishing my lunch I noticed the gentleman sitting next to me. He was reading a book by Daniel Dennett, a contemporary prophet of atheism, famous for claiming that consciousness does not exist. Unable to resist, I started a conversation, hoping to persuade him to take a Searching for Vedic India. During the course of our conversation came the proverbial die-hard atheistic response: “Is there any objective evidence for the existence of God?” Sensing the futility of arguing any longer, I bid him farewell and encouraged him to keep on coming to Govindas, praying that the pakoras and the lasagne would provide the “objective evidence” needed to gradually push him towards Krishna.

      

      As Kali-yuga proceeds, atheists going under the guise of “critical rationalism” or “skeptical humanism” are a force to be reckoned with. Universities are bastions of arrogant atheistic scholars and students are often steeped in materialistic notions. Srila Prabhupada was very much aware of this. Through his books and lectures he made it clear that he wanted to confront the prevailing atheistic knowledge-culture. Without doing so, Krishna Consciousness would never become firmly rooted as the global cultural force he envisioned it to be. Recently, I listened to this insightful morning walk conversation in Los Angeles on the 3rd of May, 1973, where Srila Prabhupada vociferously declared the underlying purpose of the Krishna Conscious outreach program.

      

      Prabhup?da: ...is that the whole world is running on a false theory that life is born out of matter. But that is not a fact. So how to defeat this theory? That is our business. We have to defeat this rascal theory. We have to challenge all these rascals and defeat them. How it is possible?...

      The whole human society is affected by this misleading theory. We have to make program, go from place to place and invite all big men, all scientists. That program we have to make. We cannot allow this nonsense theory to go on. We must make something...

      They are searching after the original source. That is life, K???a, sarva-kāraṇa-kāraṇam [Bs. 5.1] , cause of all causes. So this is not theory; this is fact. Now we have to prove it. Then the whole program of these rascals' theory will be changed, and people will be happy. Because they are standing on a wrong theory, all their calculations are wrong, and people are suffering. The rascal Darwin's theory. So many, based on this foolish theory, wrong conception of life. So we have to challenge, protest, defeat. This will be our work. Our worshiping of K???a, that is our internal affair. The external affair—we need to establish this theory. Otherwise they'll be leading this society. Misleading. They are misleading, not leading, misleading. So we have to stop this misleading. Make program how to do it. Because it is truth, you will come triumphant. There is no doubt about it. It is truth. Now you have to know how to present the truth. That is your business. We are not presenting something theories, concocted by my brain. No. This is the fact. Rudimentarily we have got evidences, but it has to be presented by the modern ways. They are presenting some wrong principle by propaganda, and we cannot establish real principle by factual presentation? What is the difficulty?”

      

      Among your many significant devotional qualities, today I wanted to glorify you for your uniquely dexterous outreach abilities: pracare purva dakshyam ca. I know of no one within ISKCON who is so expert in presenting the eternal and universally relevant truth of Krishna Consciousness in what Srila Prabhupada succinctly described as “modern ways”. Being very kind to me you have guided and encouraged me to do the same. I have often wondered why you expend so much energy and time to be “in tune” with the times. Why do you do this? After some consideration it has become clear to me that your desire to be “in tune”, your desire to be on the cutting edge of bhakti-outreach is a reflection of your unlimitedly compassionate Vaishnava heart. Though my heart is cracked-summer dry I somehow have the hope that I can be of some assistance to you in your service.

      

      Begging for the krpa to stay alive in devotional service,

      Your son and aspiring servant,

      Sachi Dulal das.

      

    

  


  
    Sammohini devi dasi


    
      Nama om visnu-padaya krsna presthaya bhutale

      Srimate devamrta swamin iti namine

      Pracare purva daksyam ca bhaktacara pravinitah

      Paratatapi karunyam yasya sarve ca te namah

      

      My dear Guru Maharaja,

      

      I think about you all the time and get inspired because of your efforts to help us in our path to Krishna Consciousness.

      

      I know its difficult to work with my weakness but I understand how your are just trying to help me become stronger in my spiritual life.

      

      I need to use my intelligence when doing my services and I’m learning at the cost of my health sometimes.

      

      The only way I can show you my gratitude is by serving the devotees, you and Krishna.

      

      Most of the time I feel happy in Krishna Consciousness doing my services, especially this year. What happened this year?….I had a big test in my spiritual life.

      

      My life is changing a lot in every step in my KC and by your mercy I can understand everything is happening by Krishna`s mercy.

      

      To come to Melbourne was not easy decision for me to follow, actually I didn´t doubt to follow it but just my heart wasn´t happy at that time.

      

      When you told me about my new destination, the day after was in my country one of the biggest earthquake in the world.

      Not just the earth was moving but also my mind, feeling, emotions, everything. My only shelter was Krishna and at least through the horrible situation I was just chanting Maha mantra Hare Krishna with my mother. We chanted for one hour non stop and still the earth was moving.

      

      Gurudeva, you not only gave me the Holy name, but also you gave it to my family and the training is educating me and making me more caring.

      

      My family (Mother & Sister) have become a devotee by your mercy and your giving me the opportunity to make my own family devotee in the future.

      

      I am trying everyday to be a pure devotee, to do my service nicely.

      

      I know everything you arrange for me it is the best way to become more Krishna Consciousness and I accept it and I am enjoying it because Krishna Consciousness is wonderful and there is nectar in every step of our services and a lot of purification too.

      

      How fortunate I am to be part of this family.

      

      Thank you very much

      Your eternal servant,

      Sammohini.dd

    

  


  
    sandrananda devi dasi


    
      Pracare purva-daksyam ca

      Bhaktacara-pravinata

      Parathatapi karunyam

      Yasya sarve ca te namah

      

      

      Obeisances to you who have all the qualities of unique skill in preaching, competence in vaisnava dealings, selflessness and compassion.

      

      Dear Gurudeva,

      

      Your glorious presence in our lives contains multitudes of valuable assets. Today I can merely make an attempt to speak some words from my heart.

      

      One of the grueling duties of a spiritual master is that he accepts the huge pile of sinful reactions of the disciple. I remember on the day of my first initiation. When the brahmana was chanting the mantras I looked across the sacrificial fire at your face. You were very grave. You were chanting on your japa beads incessantly, your eyes were looking into the fire and every so often they would glance at Prabhupada’s murti and then return to the fire. The thought came to me: “What are you feeling now?” I can only imagine. As for us, this selfless sacrifice of yours, placed each disciple in a better position from which to practice Krishna consciousness. There are three things Prabhupada told us that we had to deal with immediately: disease, fire and debt! Yet the weight of debt that the disciple owes would weigh down 1000’s upon 1000’s of tons, which is impossible to pay back. So what are we to do? In a class in Wellington you told the ladies “Bring ten men to Krishna then you are allowed to take your quota” Ten to one! So please Gurudeva tell us, how many devotees should we be aiming on to pay for our entrance into Goloka Vrndavana?

      

      You explain that “Preaching means to take risks to please Krishna.” I recently have been meditating on how can this be? You explain that wouldn’t we love it if someone took risks to please us? Of course we all would agree. But taking risks for Krishna? How do you do it? There must be some taste in it else why would you sacrifice so much? Perhaps you are in the mood of the Gopis who said “that if the pain that they felt gave Krishna pleasure then that same pain would no longer be pain but it would be their greatest pleasure?” If so, then to take pains to preach is actually pleasure in disguise. Perhaps you are trying to repay your debt to Prabhupada by your focus on outreach. How many devotees did Prabhupada make? 1000’s and 1000’s? And some of these devotees are making more devotees now. And so it goes on. It is possible. However, I am like a kitten playing with a ball of wool when it comes to it! Hopelessly getting tripped up in my attempts to love, yet I hope one day to be able to get it. It is open to all, anyone of us can get Bhakti. The more we try and give Krishna to others, the more Krishna gives himself to us.

      

      Thank you for teaching us all so much.

      Love from your servant,

      

      Sandrananda devi dasi

    

  


  
    Santhi Ch


    
      Dear Srila Gurudeva,

      

      Please accept my humble obeisances.

      All glories to Sri Sri Gaura Nitai !!

      All glories to Sri Sri Radhagopinath!!

      

      All glories to Srila Prabhupada & All Vaisnava Acharyas.

      

      your vyasa puja is very very auspicious day in my life. I am able to continue my journey in this world with your torch-like words showing me route to cross over this material ocean. Maharaj, really before I found you, I was lost and confused. No one could convince me with logical philosophy. I still remember the day I met you for the first time when I was so emotional with all the backlog of anxiety i was carrying for many years. Now everything is history. Krishna sent you to us like a navigator to help us march towards freedom from this entanglement. Maharaj, you explain the most complex topics with so much ease and also(most toughest part) get it into our heads. I only wish to use more of my time and energy in your service. I beg you please engage me in service at your lotus feet. please give us krishna prem maharaj.

      

      Your aspiring disciple,

      Santhi
    

  


  
    Sasi Mukhi devi dasi


    
      Dear Gurudeva:

      Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to You. All glories to Your Vyasa Puja day. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

      In this important day, I have more present than ever all what You gived me, because for this reason I mantein my spiritual life after so many tests.

      In the good and in the bad moments, You always guide me to a life full of eternity, knowledge and happiness.

      Please give me always Your shelter,

      Your servant

      Sasi Mukhi devi dasi
    

  


  
    Sean Mitchell


    
      nama om vishnu-padaya krishna-presthaya bhu-tale

      

      shrimate devamrita-swamin iti namine

      

      pracare-purva-daksyam-ca bhaktacara-pravinata

      

      pararthathapi-karunyam yasya sarve ca te namah

      

      Dear Devamrita Swami,

      

      Please accept my humble obeisances, all glories to Srila Prabhupada.

      

      With a fistful of mercy you have stormed on to fulfil the mission so far of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness and your spiritual master, Srila Prabhupada. Your decades of service to Srila Prabhupada are a perfect representation of the guru-paramapara system, which is like a wish-fulfilling desire tree eternally situated in the spiritual world.

      

      "The great scripture Srimad Bhagavatam, compiled by Mahamuni Vyasadeva from four original verses, describes the most elevated and kindhearted devotees and completely rejects the cheating ways of materially motivated religiosity. It propounds the highest principle of eternal religion , which can factually mitigate the miseries of a living being and award the highest benediction of full prosperity and knowledge. Those willing to hear the message of this scripture in a submissive attitude of service can at once capture the Supreme Lord in their hearts. Therefore there is no need for any scripture other than Srimad Bhagavatam. cc1.1.91(sb1.1.2)

      

      Dear Devamrita Swami, please be merciful to me and give me the benediction of making Srimad Bhagavatam my life. King Pariksit says: "The capacity for talking can be perfected only by describing the transcendental qualities of the Lord, the capacity for working with ones hands can be successful only when he engages himself in the service of the Lord with those hands, and one's mind can be pacified only when he simply thinks of Krsna in full Krsna consciousness". For the sake of distributing this knowledge to he who so desires Krsna consciousness, he who so longs for it, yet pushes it away with his unengaged hands and rejects it with his attachment to words of an impersonal nature, Dear Guru Maharaj, please help me to make all of Srila Prabhupada's books my life. We desire a better way. "Let everyone be happy", sarve sukhino bhavantu; that is the Vedic way.

      

      Those who have taken shelter of the lotus feet of the Lord do not identify with the material world, even while living in it. The spell of material activity does not attract such devotees. Therefore the Supreme Lord and his devotees acting under him are always free from material contamination. Dear Devamrita Swami, please give me shelter at your lotus feet.

      

      

      Your servant, sean.

    

  


  
    Sevamrita devi dasi


    
      Dear Gurudeva

      

      Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet

      All glories to Srila Prabhupada

      

      Gurudeva, today I’d like to glorify one of bhakti-jewels that you possess: your unflinching dedication to Srila Prabhupada’s mission to ‘systematically propagate spiritual knowledge to society at large and to educate all people in the techniques of spiritual life’ (one of The seven purpose of ISKCON, established by Srila Prabhupada). This jewel shined so brilliantly at one of your preaching programme, at Footscray in Melbourne during July this year, to enlighten the path to bhakti-yoga in the darkness of maya's illusion.

      

      To mundane people the scene could be rather puzzling. There are hundreds of Indians gathered in an auditorium to listen to an American Swami. The theme of the talk is on the very culture that the audience themselves have grown up with. Indian audiences are dressed in western outfit while the American swami is glaring with effulgence in Indian traditional sannyasa dress. The audience glue their ears and eyes to the swami as he acutely points out their struggle for life in Australia and urge them to accept the Vedic knowledge as a universal religion and as a solution to all problems. Questions follow after the skillfully presented, thought-provoking talk. Questions are broad; from personal to general issues, from inquisitive to challenging mood. To all, you answered patiently and perfectly.

      

      What follows the presentation is ‘rock’ kirtan: electrical guitars and drum kit rocking along with your pumping kirtana. What a perfect fusion of culture it is for the audience! It’s a tasty blend between the ancient Hare Krsna maha-mantra from India & the western pop-music which so many young Indians ideologies and admire of! Young audiences enthusiastically join the free-yet-united dancing of congregational devotees. They are in complete bliss as they shout the Hare Krsna mantra from their heart, which is now connected through you to Srila Prabhupada and previous acaryas in disciplic succession.

      

      As people sit down to honour prasadam after the ‘pre-digestive’ dancing, their mouths are filled with words to glorify you. “When I first went to see him, he was so personal to me, I felt that he actually cares about me!” The eyes of an aspirant-follower glitter with affection for her spiritual ‘super-star’ and guide. I shared a point that you must be empowered by Srila Prabhupada to help us in bhakti-yoga due to your fine-tuned dedication to the founder-acaraya’s mission. Upon hearing that comment, another exclaims, “Yeah, whatever he speaks are in the (Srila Prabhupada’s) books!!!” The hearts of the aspiring disciples throb with joy to have such a perfect representative of Srila Prabhupada in our lives.

      

      Gurudeva!, on this auspicious day I pray to you that you please continue to mold me into a genuine and dedicated instrument in your un-deviated mission to serve Srila Prabhupada.

      

      Wanting to serve you better and more,

      Sevamrita devi dasi

      

      

      

      

      

      

    

  


  
    Shastra Krit


    
      Dear most worshipable father and master--

      

      On this most holy occasion of your Vyasa puja celebration i beg you to please accept my most humble prostrated obeisances unto your lotus like feet. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

      

      To celebrate your vyasa puja devotees headed by Vaninath Prabhu, Suresh Krishna Prabhu & his good wife Swarana, Suresh's mum, Raja Vidya prabhu, Para Vidya mataji, Suka Rupa Mataji, Kasinath from London, Bk Tim from SD, Prema sankirtan prabhu, Bhakta Yusef every one together made a knock out feast and fed about 50 devotees.

      

      I begged the assembled vaisnavas to say a heart felt prayer on this occasion so that Krishna will keep you around atleast for another 48 years to spread the holy name far and wide.

      

      Gurudev me & God family are so blessed to be the recipient of your mercy and love. Like Krishna das Kaviraj Goswami explains real love means there is every reason to quit the relationship but we wont.

      

      For you there is every reason to be indifferent to me but you are so personnel, loving, caring, affectionate, merciful, encouraging, giving so on...

      

      

      Gurudev i heard this one story where a disciple approches his Guru and begs him for sanyas and the Guru asked the disciple " whats your qualification to take sanyas"? the disciple replied by saying" Gurudev my wife recently died but i didn't shed even one drop of tear, so i think im ready" to this the Guru said " i instruct you to get married again learn how to cry and then come back i will give you sanyas, sanyasi simply means crying , crying, crying for the whole world".

      

      When i heard this i remembered you Srila gurudev how you have taken this business of crying for the whole world, your life is one of dedication to Prabhupad and compassion to all the fallen souls.

      

      just like a person who has seen a movie knows the how the movie ends, you Srila Gurudev seen the temporariness and miseries of this material world through the eyes of the shastra and a heart full of compassion are always trying to convince us to take krishna conciousness without wasting any time in temporary pursuits what you call "chewing the chewed".

      

      Srila Gurudev you are always stressing in your lectures and through your personel example that we should have strong sadhana and reach out the conditioned souls that are being bitten by the rabied dog of the age of Kali and bring them to lord Caitanya's sankirtan movement.

      

      Srila Gurudev please bless me with a drop of taste for chanting the holy names with attention, please empower me i can bring unlimited number of souls to your lotus feet so you can offer them to Srila Prabhupad's lotus feet.

      

      Your always stressing the importance of sense control and becoming more effective and regulated for Krishna's pleasure. Please bless me i can control the serpent like senses and become fixed up in my sadhana and service till my last breath.

      

      

      Your aspiring servant

      Shastra Krit

      

      Los Angeles, 2010.

      

      

      

      My mother Premamala also offers her prostrated obeisances and heartfelt Vyasapuja wishes to your lotus feet Srila Gurudev.

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

    

  


  
    Snana yatra dasa


    
      Most Beloved Gurudeva,

      

      Please accept my respectful obeisances. All Glories to Srila Prabhupada. All Glories to you!

      

      As I cherish Sri Caitanya Caritamrita, I often pause to ponder your experience in the marathon to publish Srila Prabhupada's translation and purports. What a time that must have been. I am forever greatful for the efforts you and your Godfamily have made to share your Guru's gifts with the world. Mostly, I am awed and inspired by your sustained committment and perseverence in serving the unparalleled mission of your Guru. I pray that Krishna will bless me with this attitude of surrender that you have demonstrated year after year in spite of a world spiraling downward daily. Your compassion and unwavering care for us is uplifting and humbling simultaneously. Krishna tells us to be "friendly" to all living beings. I have observed you manifest this quality in all circumstances, and I pray to Him to allow me to follow in your mighty footsteps and one day make you proud of me.

      

      Your aspiring servant,

      

      Snana yatra dasa
    

  


  
    Sravananda Das


    
      Dear Guru-Maharaja

      

      Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupad.

      Nama om Vishnu padaya Krishna presthaia bhutale

      Srimate Devamrita

      swamin iti namine

      

      

      pracare purva daksyam ca

      bhaktacara pravinata

      parapatatapi karunyam

      yasya sarve ca te namah

      

      Guru Maharaj you have all quality of Mahatma as Lord Kapila teaches to Devahuti in srimad bhagavatam, truth, compassion, cheerfulness. Your classes are not only enlivening but also entertaining. You have skill to teach highest truth in such a simple manner. You always stress on quality of chanting, and how it is related with spiritual progress. May I beg you today to keep me always under your lotus feet and I leave up to the name given by you.

      

      Your Humble servant

      Sravananda das

    

  


  
    Sruti-cari devi dasi


    
      Dear Guru Deva

      Please accept my humble obeisances,

      All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

      

      There are so many things I could say to glorify you Srila Guru Deva, it is hard to know where to begin. Not long ago you called me from London. You asked me in greeting ‘how are you?’ I mentioned my energy levels were low but was otherwise fine. You spent the next ½ hour telling me which supplements to get, from where, and for what. You gave so much of your precious time giving practical advice and care to this muddled fool. You are so kind and caring, thank you.

      

      I am looking forward to my new service at The Loft. It will be intense no doubt with many challenges, but I want to work more directly for you. Not so much endeavour to maintain our material situation; with no children it does not seem so necessary. One thing I will miss though. That is your occasional visits to Krishna House. You relax on the couch, stretch out your feet, and smile at us. It is so special to see you in this relaxed mood in our home.

      

      I would like to share a little magic from Krishna House, for your pleasure:

      As Muni-Cari sits down at the harmonium, the chatter of the small band of Krishna fest attendees quiets. I dim the lights and they eagerly join in the melody he expertly leads them in, while I begin to focus on getting the timing of the cartels right.

      

      It has been another magical Krishna Fest: This bohemian crew have exercised their intellects and developed new ideas, as we all discussed ‘desire, can it be satisfied?’ The debate ranged, lively and interesting, over many angles of the topic, as the sun slowly set on a glorious spring day. Afterward they had feasted massively on Muni’s scrumptious prashada. Now completely satisfied and peaceful they all relax into the beautiful Kirtana.

      

      Our old friend, Cameron concentrates as he plays the mirdanga; he has been practicing, and makes a funky base to the melody.

      

      There is Matt, singing, his wild black dreadlocks swaying as he carefully strokes a Buddhist singing bowl in accompaniment to the kirtana. He likes chanting and even chants on beads at home sometimes, in his van.

      

      Rob, Who recently started chanting 16 rounds, lets his head rest back on the chair behind him, eyes closed, a look of blissful concentration on his face as he relishes the kirtana.

      

      Will, who had just 30 minutes before stated to everyone in the room that he is ‘an atheist – but open minded’, pushes his long, red streaked, hair out of his eyes as he chants with enthusiasm. After all this is his second visit to Krishna House, he feels he belongs here.

      

      His friend, Josh, here for the first time, looks a little more dubious, still his lips move as his eyes follow the words on the mantra sign.

      

      Ben, his long blond hair pulled back into a rough knot at the back of his head, leans over his guitar as he expertly follows Muni’s tune. He loves the kirtanas and sings happily.

      

      Ben’s friend Waffy sits quietly tapping his foot, it is his first time at Krishna Fest and he told me over prashada he has recently been diagnosed with chronic fatigue. He looks tired now, but happy.

      

      Sarah, the only woman (apart from me) stretches her long legs out on the floor, her eyes shut as she sings heartily, all her troubles forgotten for the moment.

      

      This is magic! It is magic seeing people take their first faltering steps in Krishna consciousness. I am so blessed to be a part of this effort to give life to people who otherwise would never have the opportunity to break out of the materialistic mind set.

      

      Lord Chaitanya Mahaprabhu explained to Satyaraja Khan “If one hears a person say even once the word ‘Krishna’ that person should be accepted as the best man of the common group” (Cc Madhya 15.106)This little group, chanting the lords names, are the best among men (and women), the cream of Hamilton! Some of them may take up the practices of bhakti yoga, many wont in this lifetime; still this seemingly innocent evening at Krishna House is changing their lives forever.

      

      Discussing Srila Prabhupada’s books, feasting on prashada, associating with devotees, and chanting the Lords Holly Names, all seem so enjoyable and simple to them, but the results are eternal. I can’t imagine any of them voluntarily going to a traditional Temple regularly, at least not until they develop a taste for devotional life. These ‘Loft style’ preaching centres are so cleverly presenting the essence of Krishna consciousness, so that one cant get side tracked or distracted, by the rituals and ceremonies, or the politics, or the lack of caring thoughtful guidance that can trip one so easily, in a more formal environment. You so expertly package Krishna consciousness so that it is attractive to young Kiwis.

      

      And you so kindly engage me in your work. You teach me the skills I need, and coach me with knowledge, and inspire me to try ever harder to reach out with compassion. I prey that I can continue to assist you in this thrilling service of giving Krishna to others.

      

      A quick glance from Muni reminds me I am out of time with the cartels...

      

      Your servant and spiritual daughter

      Sruti-cari dd

    

  


  
    Stambha bhava das


    
      nama om visnu padaya

      krishna prestaya bhutale

      Srimate devamrita

      Svamin ite namine

      

      pracare purva daksyam ca

      bhaktacara pravinata

      pararthatapi karanyam

      yasya sarve ca te namah

      

      

      Dear Guru Maharaja

      

      Please accept my respectful obeisances

      All glories to you and your divine instruction's

      

      In the 3rd canto of Srimad Bhagavatam the qualities of a Sadhu are described.

      

      titiksavah karunikah

      suhridah sarva-dehinam

      ajata-satravah santah

      sadhavah sadhu bhusanah

      

      Translation

      

      The symptoms of a Sadhu are that he is tolerant, merciful and friendly to all living entities. He has no enemies, he is peaceful, he abides by the scriptures, and all his characteristics are sublime.

      

      In the purport to this verse Prabhupada writes. A Sadhu as described above is a devotee of the Lord. his concern, therefore, is to enlighten people in devotional service to the Lord. That is his mercy. He knows that without devotional service to the Lord, human life is spoiled. A devotee travels all over the country, from door to door, preaching, ‘ Be Krishna consciousness. Be a devotee of Lord Krishna. Don’t spoil your life in trying to fulfil your animalistic propensities, human life is meant for self-realization, or Krishna consciousness.’ These are the preaching’s of a Sadhu. He is not satisfied with his own liberation. He always thinks about others. He is the most compassionate personality towards the fallen souls. One of his qualifications, therefore, is karunika, great mercy to the fallen souls. While engaging in preaching work he has to meet with so many opposing elements, and therefore the Sadhu, or devotee of the Lord has to be very tolerant. Someone may ill treat him because the conditioned souls are not prepared to receive the transcendental knowledge of devotional service. They do not like it; that is their disease.

      

      Because of this quality of selfless outreach you have developed Gurudeva, by some unimaginable good fortune of mine you have given me so much of your personal association over the years, unfortunately for you, having to tolerate my selfish, whimsical actions.

      

      Remembering back to the days in Manchester just before the Brahmacari ashrama was up and running, we were staying in the Temple with Bhakta Jimmy. One day you asked me to shave your head with some clippers, I enthusiastically jumped at the opportunity. Standing in a gumca you turned to me and said ‘your probably a veteran at this right?’ Purely speaking out of false ego the reply was ‘yep, that’s right’. After I finished you stood up, looked in the mirror and said ‘hmmmmmm...... it’s a little bit patchy is’nt it?’ Cutting down my false ego was, and still is painful, but knowing that you only have my welfare in mind makes the purification a welcome event.

      

      Another time, soon after, you told me that you were expecting a mattress to be delivered to the temple in the morning. Being a spaced out Bhakta fresh out of the material energy unable to control my tounge I ate far too much sumptuous prasadam for breakfast. Afterwards I thought it a good idea to read Srimad Bhagavatam until the delivery came. Henseforth it did’nt take long for my eye’s to close and drift off in to deep sleep. Waking up several hours later, I went down stairs to find that the mattress had arrived. Putting two and two together I realized that you had been disturbed from your important service to Srila Prabhupada to go down stairs to let the delivery man in. Being very kind to me you did’nt say anything until the next day when you dropped a hint that it would probably be better to go out on Sankirtan than to stay in the Temple to eat and sleep.

      

      Yes, soft as a rose but as hard as a thunder bolt also at times. Going through some major purification in my beginning day’s on book distribution and finding it increasingly difficult to engage in that service, after serving you lunch one day you turned to me and shouted ‘ Please, Just distribute Srila Prabhupada’s books’!!!! Unfortunately due to my stubborn mind and heavy conditioning I did’nt really take this instruction to heart until a year or so later in Christchurch.

      

      I apologise for being such a useless servant and I feel ashamed that I hav’nt always taken full advantage and appreciation of your wonderful association. Eight years have now passed Gurudeva, and I still have no Idea of the real value the jewel of Bhakti contains, but I do have a deeper appreciation for the process purely by seeing the results in your own person. Thus I promise never to take your sanga for granted again, that is your Vaphu or Vani.

      

      Please continue to shower your blessings upon this fallen soul.

      

      Your most unqualified disciple

      

      Stambha bhava das

    

  


  
    Sukanthi Radha devi dasi


    
      Dear Srila Gurudeva,

      Please accept my humble obeisances.

      All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

      All glories to your lotus feet on this wonderfully auspicious day of your appearance.

      

      By some un-known good fortune I came to meet you Srila Gurudeva; the most merciful and beautiful swan like person one could ever come into contact with.

      

      “It is therefore the duty of everyone to associate with a pure devotee and thus attain freedom from material contamination. Everyone should take advantage of the wandering devotees, whose only business is to deliver conditioned souls from the clutches of m?y?.”

      -SB 4.30.37(purport)

      

      Thank you for giving us the chance to associate with you through both your personal presence and through your guidance and instructions.

      

      Through your divine self, countless people have had the opportunity to understand the Supreme personality of Godhead, Krsna and return home to Him for a life of knowledge, eternity and bliss. How could anyone see your jewel like qualities and not take advantage of the golden opportunity to take shelter of you?

      

      Your association is my only hope to get out of this maze of material existence. I am dependent on your mercy.

      

      Devahuti prays to Lord Kapila:

      

      “Your Lordship is my only means of getting out of this darkest region of ignorance because You are my transcendental eye, which, by Your mercy only, I have attained after many, many births.” -SB 3.25.8

      

      In the purport, Srila Prabhupada says:

      

      “By the instruction of the spiritual master, the darkness of ignorance is removed, and thus the disciple is enabled to go to the side of freedom.”

      

      Seeing the way you serve the words and desires of Srila Prabhupada inspires me to follow you in the same way. Maybe in some future life, I will be able to dedicate my entire life to serving the sankirtana mission wholeheartedly, with no reservations.

      

      You follow the instructions of your spiritual master in such an exact and intelligent way.

      

      “Vi?van?tha Cakravart? Th?kura has stated that the order of the spiritual master is the life and soul of the disciple. As a man cannot separate his life from his body, a disciple cannot separate the order of the spiritual master from his life. If a disciple follows the instruction of the spiritual master in that way, he is sure to become perfect”.

      -SB 3.24.13 purport

      

      Through your example of following Srila Prabhupada so precisely you are demonstrating to us the path to perfection.

      

      “To honor the spiritual master means to carry out his instructions word for word.”

      -SB 3.24.12 purport

      

      You have shown us how to follow Srila Prabhupada through his books, packed full of transcendental words. Through your vibrant classes, it is clear that you are always relishing Srila Prabhupadas books and your constant encouragement to distribute his books displays your absorption in Srila Prabhupada anxiety to save the world from the “suicide course”. You see the reality of this material existence and it is only by your mercy that we are able to see the stark reality of conditioned existence.

      

      We have our eyes, but without the light of the sun our eyes are of no value. Similarly, without the light of the Supreme Lord, or without the divine grace of the spiritual master, one cannot see things as they are.

      -SB 3.25.9 purport

      

      You are free from the harassment of maya because you have taken full shelter of your spiritual master. Your rapt attention to your sadhana and your deep caring for the conditioned souls is clearly evident. Your selfless lifestyle is like a sanctuary for us, that when we take shelter of your glorious instructions, we can also get a glimpse of what it is like to be free.

      

      

      “While traveling, the Pracet?s happened to see a great reservoir of water which seemed almost as big as the ocean. The water of this lake was so calm and quiet that it seemed like the mind of a great soul, and its inhabitants, the aquatics, appeared very peaceful and happy to be under the protection of such a watery reservoir.”

      -SB 4.24.20

      In the purport, Srila Prabhupada says:

      

      “Due to his association with Krsna, a devotee is always very calm and cool. It is also significant that within that reservoir all the aquatics were also very calm and quiet. Because the disciples of a devotee have taken shelter of a great soul, they become very calm and quiet and are not agitated by the waves of the material world.”

      

      Thank you for giving me the shelter and shade from the scorching rays of material existence. Although we should still not become comfortable, thinking we are safe. I have heard that Prabhupada said he is always praying to be protected from maya, whereas his disciples do not and this is the difference between him and his disciples. If Prabhupada prays like this, we should be most definitely be praying in the same way!

      

      Please give me this fear of maya so I can have the right mood as I maneuver throughout this material existence trying to do some service for you.

      

      In various ways you instruct every one of your disciples and aspiring disciples.

      

      “The devotional service most suitable for different types of devotees is determined and fixed by the mercy of the spiritual master.”

      -SB 3.25.28

      

      You have given me many instructions of which I am yet to follow. Once you told me to stop taking and start giving. You told me that you see me as a servant of Lord Caitanya, while I see myself as a conditioned soul. Recently you told me to become humble; that it’s amazing that so many years of sankirtana hasn’t made me humble! Thank you so much Srila Gurudeva, for all your instructions.

      

      Today, I beg that you may pierce through my dense dark material identification and open my eyes to my real identity as your eternal servant in Lord Caitanya’s sankirtana movement. I pray to become your humble disciple and a selfless servant of the devotees, to be protected from maya and to make your instructions one with my life and execute them with no reservations through thick and thin. I really want to make the best use of this bad bargain, please help me Gurudeva.

      

      “The greatest pleasure is to serve the Lord. Devotees are always thinking about how to serve Him; they are always designing ways and means to serve the Supreme Lord, even in the midst of the greatest obstacles of material existence.”

      -SB 3.25.34purport

      

      Please help me to become more absorbed and dedicated to my sadhana and service, like you so expertly demonstrate in your inconceivable adherence to the mission of Srila Prabhupada.

      All glories, all glories, all glories to you, my most beloved father and spiritual master.

      

      Your servant and daughter,

      

      Sukanthi Radha devi dasi

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

    

  


  
    Sundarangi devi dasi


    
      Dear Gurudeva

      

      Please accept my humble obeisances. All Glories to Srila Prabhupada and your devotional service.

      

      “In his Amrta-pravaha-bhasya, Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura explains that this spiritual potency is the essence of the pleasure potency and the knowledge potency. By these two potencies, one is empowered with devotional service. Lord Krsna Himself or his representative, the unalloyed devotee, can mercifully bestow these combined potencies upon any man. Anyone favoured by Lord Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu was empowered with this bhakti-sakti.”

      Sri Caitanya Caritamrta, Madhya Lila 7.99 Purport

      

      Thank you for empowering me to glimpse this bhakti-sakti in your serious disciples. You have so kindly given me such wonderful opportunities to serve Krsna’s devotees. I once asked you how I could be more personal and you said “take your devotional service seriously”. Gurudeva, your guidance has a potent clarity and caring depth beyond my comprehension. I want to be greedy and worthy for your service.

      

      Thank you for selflessly giving yourself, helping me to start to see the foolishness of my false ego. Please forgive my offences.

      

      You have asked me to move out of my comfort zone, currently my goal is to get out on book distribution everyday of your Vyasa Puja marathon. This service is certainly not comfortable for me but in some inconceivable way it is blissful and satisfying… – proof of putting Krsna’s pleasure before my own. I am starting to realise that I have a lot to work to do and that your service is my real source of strength.

      

      Your servant, Sundarangi devi dasi

      

      

    

  


  
    Suresh Krishna Das


    
      nama om visnu - padaya

      krsna – presthaya bhu-tale

      srimate devamrita -

      swamin iti namine

      

      pracare purva-daksyam ca

      bhaktacara-pravinata

      pararthatapi karunyam

      yasya sarve ca te namah

      

      

      Dear Gurudeva,

      

      "You are my only friend, companion, spiritual master, coveted treasury, protector, good fortune and source of happiness. I bow down unto you."

      

      On this day I would like to thank you for all that you have done for me and for all that you continually do in guiding me on the path back home.

      

      

      Your aspiring servant,

      Suresh Krishna Das

      

      

      

      

    

  


  
    svarupa sakti devi dasi


    
      Please accept my humble obeisances

      All glories to Srila Prabhupada

      All glories to the lotus feet of my spiritual master in the auspicious day of his Vyasa Puja

      

      The feet of the Spiritual master have been compared to a lotus. This lotus grows in the transcendental water of bhakti rasa, the mellow of bhakti. Such are the lotus feet of Sri Guru. Why are the feet of Sri Guru compared to a lotus? The lotus flower looks very nice and beautiful and contains the sweetest honey, padmaa madhu.

      

      The lotus feet of Sri guru are very attractive to the heart of one who has been afflicted by the burning rays of material existence.In this regard there is a wonderful analogy given by His Divine grace Srila Prabhupada. The kataki flower has a nice scent and is very attractive to the bumble bee. But because of the many thorns on the tree,his wings become torn and he feels so much pain and affliction.. The bumble bee thinks; where to go now? Where can i go to get free from pain ?After wondering hither and tither, at last he comes to the lotus flower , and experiences cooling, soothing effect inside, he takes shelter inside the lotus flower ,sucks the sweet honey and thus gets nourished. Similarly the Jiva who is wondering through the innumerable universes and species of life(brahmanda brahmite kona bhagyavan jiva) gets only more and more suffering, misery and torture. There is no cooling in this samsara davanala. Nobody starts this forest fire but automatically by the rubbing of 2 pieces of wood the whole forest is burnt and the animals that live there are burnt to ashes. Similarly the conditioned souls in this material world feel the burning sensation coming from adhyatmika, adhibhautika and adhidaivika. After wondering through innumerable universes at last a fortunate soul comes to take shelter at the shade of sri guru. The lotus feet of sri guru allow the jiva to get real nourishment and premananda.

      

      All our acaryas have shown by example the importance of guru tattva and how to serve Guru. When Sudama Vipra visited Krsna ,krsna spoke the verse’ I am not pleased with the person who very strictly follows the rules and regulations, who follows the principles of dharma,brahmacari,grihasta,vanaprasta,sannyasa but i am very pleased with that person who engages day and night ,24 hours with a simple heart not with a duplicitous heart in service to Sri Guru.(sbg 10:80:34)

      

      This has been the mood of Srila Prabhuoada and you followed the path led by your spiritual master. Your life is preaching the bhakti cult and helping others remember Krsna and never to forget him. You are showing us to engage day and night in Krsna’s service. This is how i see you have served Srila Prabhupada. A bonafide guru demonstrates by his own life. Wherever you go, you make others want to chant Hare Krsna.

      The lotus feet of the spiritual master awards one the association of our Glorious master is divine grace Srila A.C Bhaktivedenta Swami. Year after year we get to see and realise that there never will be anyone like Srila Prabhupada, there will never be anyone as glorious as he who brought us the Caitanya Caritamrta, Nectar of Devotion, Bhagavad Gita and Srimad Bhagavatam. There is no other way of getting the association of such and exaulted personality other than the agency of one who has a relationship with that person.Thank you for bringing us to the Lotus Feet of Srila Prabhupada

      

      Everyday we sing in Guru puja and offer our heart to the spiritual master. Everyday we offer our service and our life. May every passing of the day be an eternal vyasa puja where i get to submit myself, my life ,my energy for the pleasure of guru, gauranga and the vaisnavas.

      

      You have shown that through thick and thin, we are Krsna's servants.Everything else may change around us but we remain Krsna's servant. Your constant travelling, preaching and ability to address masses of people and simultaneously touching the heart of each individual is felt by many.. Your focus on Srila Prabhupada’s misson,his desires and his vision has been your focus throughout the years.

      You show us the example of how to serve. through the body, we offer our obeisances to Krsna, through words you offer praise to the previous spiritual master and through the mind you are always meditation on the instructions of Our acaryas. Y ou are teaching us through your own example.

      My humble prayer remains the same. Please help me realise that this world is miserable and not meant for my enjoyment. I am an insignificant entity who received the mercy of Gauranga and Nityananda. There is nothing to be proud of. The only pride i have is that i am a fool of my spiritual master and he is walking me towards the Lotus feet of His divine grace Srila Prabhupada.

      

      On your vyasa puja day i pray that i may make everyday a constant festival of sadhu sanga chanting of the hare krsna mantra. May everyday be dedicated to pleasing the transcendental senses of Guru and Gauranga and the wonderful vaisnavas.

      You have given me the best year of my life. Krsna has blessed me by removing and exposing my material attachments .Please make me a worthy agent of Lord Caitanyas mercy to help spread this Krsna consciousness.

      Praying at your lotus feet, please allow me to render some menial service for You and Srila Prabhupada with the hopes that one day i may be able to serve the servants of the servant of the servant of the servant of Sri Sri Radha Syamasundara in a pure unalloyed devotional mood.

      

      Gurudeva! Krpa bindu diya,kore ei dase trnapekha ati hina

      Sakala sahane,bolo diya koronija mane sprha hina

      

      You are karuna maya, causelessly merciful, please help me remember your instructions always.I do not have anything else but the lotus feet of Sri guru. Today, i am ready to whatever it takes to be your sincere disciple and a grand disciple of Srila Prabhupada. With your personal counsel there can be no confusion. Please help me understand that this means i must selflessly preach Krsna Consciousness through thick and thin in a mood of humility, tolerance and determination.

      

      Thank you very much.

      Hare Krsna.

      

      Your beggar servant

      Svarupa sakti devi dasi

    

  


  
    Tadeu Souza


    
      Dear Devamrita Swami,

      

      Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet.

      

      On this glorious day of your appearance, feelings of gratitude, eagerness and servitude inundate my mind and heart. I will try share these feelings as a small offering.

      

      Gratitude for the many spiritual and material truths you have made me realize. In 2009, during your second visit to the US and while driving you to the Laguna Beach Temple, we were discussing free will. Prior to our discussion, the intricacies of free will made me doubtful and bewildered and therefore very difficult to make spiritual progress. You, very elegantly, dispelled my doubts by telling me: “Free will means you can choose to server Krsna or Maya”. The simple and effective power of your words made me feel compelled to choose Krsna rather than Maya and better understand my position in this material world in relation to free will. Another topic we discussed was in relation to my job. You asked me why I felt it was important to work so hard. I responded that it was in order to support my family. Then you told me: “But Krsna is in charge, He is the supporter. Make your family Krsna’s family and then they will have the best support”. To whatever capacity I can, I now feel that I better understand this point and it has help me surrender and depend on Krsna at a deeper level. In this way, and so many others, you have being giving me your mercy although I am undeserving and for this I am eternally grateful.

      

      Eagerness to talk about you with others, listen to your lectures and read your books is an ever increasing feeling. Four Fridays ago, I found myself with a disturbing headache while on my way to the Laguna Beach Temple for Gita class. Once I got there the devotees and I started to talk about your latest book. We all became very eager and excited about sharing the many insights we got from your book. During those moments I was not aware of any bodily illness at all. I was simply eager to have had the chance to read your book and discuss it with others. I was still thinking that afterwards the headache would come back but it did not. The eagerness and excitement that we derived simply by talking about you was both an enlightening experience as well as an effective cure for my foolish headache.

      

      Servitude is the impulse I get when in your presence or contemplating the spiritual knowledge you give to so many souls on this planet. This servitude feeling is a poor attempt to express my gratitude and give you something small in return to what you have given me. I hope to be able to properly serve you this coming November when you will be back to the USA. I really look forward to having your association again.

      

      Maharaja, I am working to become your qualified servant. My desire is to attain this goal during this life time. Thank you for appearing on this planet to enlighten us all.

      

      Your undeserving, aspiring servant,

      

      Souza.

    

  


  
    Thakur Saranga Das


    
      “Namo Om vishnu padaya Krishna presthaya bhu tale

      Srimate Devamrita Swami iti namine

      Prachare purva dakshyam ca bhaktachare pravinata

      parartha tapi karunyam yasya sarve tapi namah”

      

      "Obeisances to you who have all the qualities of unique skill in preaching, competence in Vaishnava dealings, selflessness and compassion."

      

      

      Dear Gurumaharaj,

      

      Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories to You.

      

      On this glorious day of your appearance I bow down at the dust of your lotus feet and pray to you to kindly let me remain there in that secured shelter of service to your lotus feet life after life.

      

      Gurudeva when I mediate on your pranam mantra, you appear immediately in my heart as every word and every qualities in that beautiful mantra potrays you so perfectly as you are true personification of those rare vaishnava qualities.

      

      I recall earlier this year being merciful to me you allowed me to serve you during one of your travel and i witnessed just a few glimpses of those qualities of your divine self as i saw you as a “ Parivrajakacharya “ a travelling monk, extremely empowered as “ Pracare Purva dakshyam” “who have all the qualities of unique skill in preaching”.

      

      During that trip in total amazement i saw how tirelessly and graciously you travel, just like a dazzling spark of lightening that travel from cloud to cloud, you travel from one continent to another and keep bringing and pouring unlimited shower of nectar on all of us around the world who eagerly wait for your sanga to get recharged and rejuvenate spiritually.

      

      I witnessed how uniquely you preach the science of Krishna to everyone you meet from common curious people in gathering of a home programme to the scientists of atomic research institute. How expertly you soften the hearts of all the suffering souls and with utmost care and compassion sow the seeds of devotion even without their knowledge, and then return again to water those bhakti seeds helping them to sprout.

      

      Gurudeva i see you as the embodiment of “competence in Vaishnava dealings, selflessness and compassion” , “ Bhaktacare Pravinata “. How nicely and effectively you care & communicate with the global network of your disciples and aspiring disciples by constantly replying our hundreds of emails, and txting back from ten different sim cards while travelling from one hemisphere to another changing between long haul flights and travelling in different time zones. You use Time and Technolology so expertly in Krishna’s service.

      

      You serve so important responsibilities in managing Srila Prabhupada’s mission of ISKCON and its duties in the governing body but still you find time to give darshans and care for the devotees who seeks your guidance even during short prasadam breaks of GBC meeting and in the short walks to and from the meeting venue.

      

      And at the end of an intense month long meeting and travel schedule when your incapable servant like me struggle to catch up with your speed as you walk majestically from one airport terminal to another, you look back and wait for me to come and then handover some Mahaprasadam sweets that someone offered to you and give that merciful glance that takes away all the tiredness and fills one up with spiritual energy. Gurudeva you are the perfect personification of your beautiful pranam mantra in its true sense.

      

      Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura cited in CC, Madhya 25.9

      

      "Only an empowered personality can distribute the holy name of the Lord and enjoin all fallen souls to worship Krsna. By distributing the holy name of the Lord, he cleanses the hearts of the most fallen people; therefore he extinguishes the blazing fire of the material world. Not only that, he broadcasts the shining brightness of Krsna's effulgence throughout the world. Such an acarya, or spiritual master, should be considered nondifferent from Krsna -- that is, he should be considered the incarnation of Lord Krsna's potency. Such a personality is krsnalingita-vigraha -- that is, he is always embraced by the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Krsna."

      

      

      So I bow down to your lotus feet again and again and offer dandavat pranam and recite your pranam mantra Gurudeva and cry for your mercy to help me realize who you are ? and how can I use my so far useless life in serving you, unconditionally?

      

      

      Aspiring to be the servant of your servant,

      

      Thakur Saranga Das

      

    

  


  
    Thomas Kelly-Curtin


    
      Please accept my humble obeisances,

      All glories to Srila Prabhupada,

      

      Dear Gurudeva,

      

      I’m sure you have a better understanding than I do, of just how significant your influence has been on my life. As a true beginner, I may not appreciate the full extent of your compassion for persons such as myself. Still, I would like to offer some words of appreciation according to my faint understanding.

      

      Without devotional service, and having acquired all the filthy habits and qualities of condemned and atheistic persons, the people of this age are certainly the most unfortunate. Possessed of a carnal appetite, gratuitous longings, and owned by madness and anger, the resident of kali yuga is as much a torment to himself as he is to others.

      

      In this age of kali, the independent spirit of the living being, fallen from grace in this world of matter, is dragged to the lowest stature. Pride and selfishness are essential virtues, and strength of character is demonstrated by a cunning and relentless march toward economic growth. This growth comes at the toil and labour of less fortunate persons, crushed by the wheel of the commercial machine, and again robbed of their pennies by these merciless industries.

      

      Condemned to the life of an ass, the common man in kali yuga is a pitiful creature. While suffering in this way, he looks for consolation in offering harsh words and treatment to others who are similarly placed as himself. He may also resort to a bewildering cocktail of intoxication and sex indulgence, eventually wallowing in a sloth of sleep and madness.

      

      Although sometimes I may imagine a world of opportunities and potential, lying just beyond the bounds of Krishna consciousness – the startling reality is something else…

      

      Having been plucked from this ocean of kali yuga, I am eternally grateful to you. I am also grateful that I have had the opportunity to engage in Krishna consciousness from a young age, whereby I have been spared from some of the grossest of kali yuga activities. Still, the damage is deep, and I am very grateful for your special patience with me as I seek to recover and improve myself in this regard. Also, I am very grateful for your merciful understanding and guidance during my less than perfect moments, particularly the “youthful adventures” of earlier this year.

      

      Although I have little understanding of your transcendental personality, I have noticed that you are supremely qualified in giving guidance and shelter to a wide range of devotees, disciples and persons of many descriptions. Having seen this remarkable ability, I am confident in your spiritual care, and I wish to deepen my relationship with you by becoming more conscious of the guidance that you have given to me.

      

      To have the association of a genuine and truly qualified spiritual master is surely the rarest opportunity in this world. What then, shall we say of the rarity of achieving such a priceless commodity in this kali yuga? I sincerely wish to thank you for making yourself so freely available to us. Your deep concern for our spiritual wellbeing is demonstrated not only by your personal guidance, but also by the network of devotee care and mentorship which you have established in our community. I have not had any experience of Krishna consciousness outside of the Gaura Yoga and Loft communities, but as far as I have heard, such a framework of loving guidance is rare – even in ISKCON. In many ways, you have endeavoured to create and sustain a thriving community in which we can become Krishna conscious, and for this I am eternally grateful.

      

      Please accept my humble offering of appreciation, and forgive me for my shortcomings.

      

      Your servant,

      Thomas (Wellington)

      

    

  


  
    Tim Schwab (San Diego)


    
      Please accept my humble obeisances.

      All glories to Srila Prabhupada, and all glories to Your Holiness.

      

      Dear Srila (aspiring Guru) Maharaj,

      

      Please forgive my inability to appreciate your unlimited mercy and to properly glorify your qualities.

      

      I just wanted to say a few words in appreciation of you and your disciples. You simplify my life by cutting out the excess confusion with the simple (and yet strangely difficult to execute) instruction: "just try to be a servant."

      

      Thank you very much for giving me the opportunity to nourish my dried, cracked Kali yuga heart. If only I could actually take advantage of your kindness.

      

      I'm beginning to understand why Srila Prabhupada's disciples said "he built a house in which the whole world can live." It appears that you've created a web of disciples that emanate the qualities you've bestowed upon them. I feel helplessly caught in a love web. Apparently, a good son indicates a good mother, and similarly, the amazing qualities of your devotees gives me further insight into some of your transcendental glories.

      

      Thank you again. Please give me your blessings that I may do something useful to serve you and my aspiring Godbrothers. I offer a feeble prayer that many living entities will go back to Lord Krishna on this auspicious day of your appearance.

      

      

      Aspiring to be your eternal servant,

      Bhakta Tim
    

  


  
    Vaishnava Charan Dasa


    
      Dear Srila Guru Dev,

      

      Please accept my humble obeisances,

      

      All Glories to Srila Prabhupada!

      All Glories to You on this most auspicious divine appearance day of yours!

      

      It’s the time of the year, again where I have the opportunity purify my consciousness through your invaluable blessings and mercy.

      

      Beginning of this year I had the rare opportunity to be on the sidelines and witness to see how you distribute Srila Prabhupad's mercy.The austerity that you take on travelling and preaching, is beyond my words of description, but it just showed me much love that you have for Srila Prabhupad and Lord Caitaniya mission.

      

      Most of the times when you visit Melbourne, you ask me mainly two things about chanting and reading. Thank you very much for your constant reminders through your lectures to make chanting as the number one priority in our lives. You also emphasize of reading of Srila Prabhupada’s books. I was very inspired to see my God brothers and sisters in New Zealand had were eagerly trying to keep up the standard of reading 2hours a day minimum upon your instruction. As you have said in one lecture, 'Whether you are a one year devotee, three year, five year, twenty year devotee, unless you regularly read Srila Prabhupada’s books you will grow weak and go away.' As described in the Caitanya caritamrita madhya 2. 278

      

      Men become strong and stout by eating sufficient grains, but the devotee who simply eats ordinary grains but does not taste the transcendental pastimes of Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu and Krsna gradually becomes weak and falls down from the transcendental position. However, if one drinks but a drop of the nectar of Krsna’s pastimes, his body and mind begin to bloom, and he begins to laugh, sing and dance.

      PURPORT

      All the devotees connected with the Krsna consciousness movement must read all the books that have been translated (the Caitanya-caritamrita, Srimad-Bhagavatam, Bhagavad-gita and others); otherwise, after some time, they will simply eat, sleep and fall down from their position. Thus they will miss the opportunity to attain an eternal, blissful life of transcendental pleasure.

      

      I must admit that not reading Srila Prabhupad books regularly has been a weak link in my sadhana throughout the years, which prevents me accepting your blessings fully and increase my degree of surrender to Krsna. On this day I sincerely pray that through your mercy and the help of the devotees here that I can improve on this habit.

      

      Gurdev, Thanking you kindly for all your guidance, support and arrangements that you made in my life.

      

      Trying to be your servant,

      Vaishnava Charan Dasa

    

  


  
    Vilasini devi dasi


    
      Please accept my humble obeisances

      All glories to Srila Prabhupada

      All glories to your lotus feet

      Dear Gurudeva

      Its almost 10 years since I took shelter on your lotus feet and 8 years since my first initation.Since the first day I took shelter my life changed for better and just beacuse of your causeless mercy of guiding me in my spiritual life from the strugles of material existence.I know I wasent the only one who put her life in your hands they were more then one who was waiting for instruction and guide to progress in Krsna counciesness and to please you.Who in this material world can be so concern about the existence and the well of a living entity? only a mather or father can do this for their child.

      Sacrifing your time,health and so so many things you give your life to please your spiritual master to safe souls like me to take them back home,back to godhead.

      With your extraordinally cualities of patient,tolarence,sincerity and you lovely mercy you are inspiring us to develop this same cualities that are lacking in our hearts.No matter if we are singles or gihatras you are here to lift us up when we fall.

      Gurudeva describe your glories are ilimited and discribe our love for you is discribe just like.... serve to please you.

      Gurudeva by your mercy now I'm starting my gihastra life and my husband and me we glorified you not only today in your vyasa puja also everyday to safe our life.Thank you very much.

      May your mercy and the mercy of the Lord make our future child be a follower of your divine lotus steps.

      Hare Krsna

      Happy Vyasa Puja Guru Maharaja.

      Your eternal Disciple and servant

      Vilasini dd
    

  


  
    Vinita devi dasi


    
      D is for dear. Being a Spiritual Master, you are very dear to the Lord.

      

      E is for enthusiasm. Your preaching bounds with vibrant enthusiasm.

      

      V is for victory. So many victories you've had saving souls from Maya.

      

      A is for auspicious. The Spiritual Master is an ocean of auspicious qualities.

      

      M is for mercy. An abundance of causeless mercy you are bringing to the material world.

      

      R is for relish. So encouragingly, you relish the sankirtana stories of devotees.

      

      I is for interest. Captivating interest you have in the pastimes of the Lord.

      

      T is for time. So much time you spend preaching Krishna Consciousness throughout the

      world.

      

      A is for amazing. Your amazing ability to instruct us in devotional life.

      

      

      S is for shelter. Such compassionate shelter you provide at your lotus feet.

      

      W is for wisdom. So skillfully you impart wisdom from Srila Prabhupada's books.

      

      A is for austerity. Inconceivable austerity you undergo to spread and cultivate Krishna

      Consciousness.

      

      M is for miraculous. The miraculous way you can transform lives.

      

      I is for indebtedness. The great indebtedness I feel for your guidance and mercy.

      

      

      To His Holiness Devamrita Swami,

      

      Please accept my humble obeisances.

      All glories to Srila Prabupada.

      All glories to you on your auspicious Appearance Day.

      

      Thank you for saving my life, blessing me with the glories of the Holy Name.

      

      Your aspiring servant,

      Vinita devi dasi

      

    

  


  
    Viran Gami


    
      Dear Guru Maharaj, Hare Krishna!

      All glories to Sri Sri Gaura-Nitai!

      All glories to Srila Prabhupada!

      All glories to Your Divine Grace!

      Please accept my most respectful obeisances.

      

      On this very very auspicious day on your vyasa puja I pay my most humble obeisances unto the dust of your lotus feet again and again, life after life, may I never forget you.

      

      Gurudev, I cannot find the words to express my gratitude to you, but Thank You for caring and looking after this lost soul, You are never too busy to talk to me, even when you are traveling around the world preaching the nector of Krsna Consciousness.

      

      Gurudev, You gave me the biggest smile, when you mentioned at one your amazing Sydney retreats, that you were “sick” of calling me “Viran” and that something had to change, I could not believe that such a fallen and conditioned soul like me, could ever change my name in this life time, but due to your causeless mercy you have accepted me as your disciple.

      

      Gurudev, you are my true father and I hope one day I can be your true son who fulfills your instructions.

      

      Thank you for giving me the opportunity to serve you, it has changed my life forever! I pray that whatever may happen within this lifetime and beyond, please always allow me to engage in devotional service.

      

      All glories to you!

      

      Your eternal servant

      

      Viran Gami

    

  


  
    Visnu-maya


    
      Dear Guru Maharaja,

      Please accept my humble obeisances,

      All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

      

      Another year has passed in trying to please you. This year has brought reflection on the often thankless task of compassionate outreach into the dense darkness of this age.

      

      I have been especially reflecting this year on the lost souls who have left your association for maya's.

      

      It must bring you varied emotions when you see your spiritual sons and daughters grow up in Krishna consciousness, and then some of them, by their own free-will, choose to leave the shelter of bhakti. Yet I often wonder what it is we could have done differently.

      

      Srila Prabhupada says in his purport to Bhagavad Gita 7.3

      "There are various grades of men, and out of many thousands, one may be sufficiently interested in transcendental realisation to try to know what is the self, what is the body, and what is the Absolute Truth. Generally mankind is simply engaged in the animal propensities, namely eating, sleeping, defending and mating, and hardly anyone is interested in transcendental knowledge."

      

      Through your bhakti centres we provide an opportunity for that one person out of the many thousands to take to the process of devotional service. It's like finding a needle in a haystack isn't it? We sift through the masses of guests who come through our doors, in search for that one person who may want to use their human form of life to understand the Supreme Personality of Godhead and His abode. Such a great soul is very rare.

      

      But some only come so far, stay for a bit of time, then their bhakti creeper dwindles for one reason or another, and eventually the creeper dies. They give up their opportunity to go back home in this lifetime. And you Guru Maharaja, right up until that last thread, you hold on to your disciples for dear life trying to save them from maya.

      

      But alas, now it's time for them to undergo another mentality, conception, and regimen - the one imposed by material nature.

      

      If they are fortunate you say, and caught Krishna's attention while they were serving, they'll get pounded by material nature, as special mercy, driving them to their knees. If not so fortunate, they'll just toil and lust for naught in routine, vapid material existence.

      

      The human form of life is a chance to at least understand the goal of life and begin Krishna consciousness. And that small beginning cannot be lost at any time. As Srila Prabhupada says in a purport:

      

      "…any work begun in Krishna consciousness has a permanent effect, even though not finished. The performer of such work is therefore not at a loss even if his work in Krishna consciousness is incomplete. One percent done in Krishna consciousness bears permanent results, so that the next beginning is from the point of two percent… Material activities and their results end with the body. But work in Krishna consciousness carries a person again to Krishna consciousness, even after the loss of the body. At least one is sure to have a chance in the next life of being born again as a human being…" Bhagavad Gita 2.40

      

      To my dear brothers and sisters who have left, we thank you for all the service you did for Srila Prabhupada's incomparable mission. We lovingly long for your return to normal consciousness, Krsna consciousness. If not in this life, then the next. That is the unique quality of work done in Krishna consciousness.

      

      "After many births and deaths, he who is actually in knowledge surrenders unto Me, knowing Me to be the cause of all causes and all that is. Such a great soul is very rare.." Bhagavad Gita 7.19

      

      Yes, compassion is the only motivation for thankless outreach into the dense darkness of this age. Guru Maharaja you are so compassionate. You have taken the task of having disciples and guiding us out of the darkest of ages. That is the kindest, most selfless act in humanitarianism. And for those who have fallen short, they will be picked up again in their next life. Perhaps even by you. Thank you for everything.

      

      Your servant,

      Visnu-maya devi dasi

    

  


  
    Vraja dhama das


    
      Dear Gurudeva,

      Please accept my humble and respectful obeisances at your Lotus feet.

      All glories to Srila Praphupada.

      

      I am writing this years offering from Lima, Peru. A decade ago you recommended traveling to Peru. I thank you for that opportunity and all of the many avenues you have recommended to expand my horizons in Krishna Consciousness.

      It is rare to have a brilliantly shining jewel of knowledge, devotion and compassion in one's life. It is our great fortune that we have access to such a personality as you in our insignificant lives.

      I cannot say with conviction that I know anything about Sri Radha and Krishna, but with full conviction I can say that I know of the great qualities that you possess-and this gives one much faith in the Lord, His associates and His transcendental realm.

      I pray that I may be able to continue to trail along behind you so as to catch even the smallest drops of nectar that emanate from your character.

      I hope that I may be of some service to you for as long this lifetime permits.

      

      Aspiring for your service-Vraja dhama das

      

      

    

  


  
    Vraja Nari dasi


    
      Dear Gurudeva,

      

      Please accept my humble obeisances.

      All glories to Srila Prabhupada, all glories to you.

      

      Cultivating gardens in dessert like hearts and foster the most precious bhakti lata in them, the true mysticism, is your expertise. Again and again I am in amazement to witness how hearts start to blossom in their true opulence, having been nourished by your affection.

      

      Like a small child standing on the shore of the ocean, in great wonder I am contemplating the ocean of love in your heart. This love is composed of complete selflessness and perfect knowledge, and is ready to reach out for every soul.

      

      In you we can see the bhakti bhava, the emotions of a devotee brought to life. In your book 'Bhakti Bhava' you are addressing the heart which is craving the warm vibrant feeling of emotional fulfillment.

      

      “The basic principle of the living condition is that we have a general propensity to love someone. No one can live without loving someone else. The missing point, however is where to repose our love so that everyone can be happy....Our loving propensity expands just as a vibration of light or air expands, but we do not know where it ends. The 'Nectar of Devotion' teaches us the science of loving everyone of the living entities perfectly by the easy method of loving Krishna”

      - Introduction to Nectar of Devotion

      

      If we are not able to make the critical shift and find our hearts nourishment in Krishna Consciousness, how long can we continue, biting our lips and pushing on in the daily struggle to suppress our emotional needs?

      Worrying about our future, which as you explain is neither a spiritual nor a material fear but the fear that our hearts won't be satisfied, vibrating and blossoming in Krishna's service. We have to find that emotional fulfillment, then Krishna Consciousness will be the nectar our hearts are so desperately hankering for and nothing will be able to sway us.

      

      Dear Gurudeva, you want to see our hearts pumping in our devotional life. So expertly you train us personally and through your representatives, teaching us how to relish selfless service and sacrifice, immersion in the sastra, the ecstasy of chanting Krishna's holy names together. Even the nectar of regulating our senses you somehow or other sell to us, dipping us deeper and deeper in the sweetness and ecstasy of being a servant of the servant of the servant of the Master of the Gopis.

      After saturating us with so much spiritual opulence, who could crave some stale emotional rub in the outside, the so called real world?

      

      Gurudeva, may your loving glance, your satisfaction and the fulfillment of your desires be my real wealth, the treasure of my heart, the ornaments of my soul, and life of my life.

      The love you have given me has made me your eternal property and what is the meaning of property without proprietor? Therefore Gurudeva please be merciful to me and always keep me in your service.

      

      Your aspiring servant,

      Vraja Nari dasi

    

  


  
    Vraja-gopi dd


    
      Please accept my humble obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Srila Prabhupada!

      

      Guru Maharaja, I’m just a walking nonsense, full of faults and illusion, but with your causeless mercy I can serve you and be useful in your mission. There are no limits of spiritual master’s mercy. But the reality of devotional service makes me to believe in what seems to be impossible.

      I can’t glorify you in a proper way but if the Lord is merciful to me and grants me your service then appreciation and glorification of your causeless mercy will manifest in the form of my eternal service.

      Hoping for the eternal shelter at your lotus feet,

      Vraja-gopi dd

      Lipetsk

    

  


  
    Vrajabasi bandhu das, Prema-netra dasi


    
      Dear Gurudev,

      

      Please accept our humble obeisances to your lotus feet in your appearance day!

      All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

      

      Dear spiritual master!

      Thank you very much for opportunity to serve for you.

      We always need your guidance and wish to be close in everything by service.

      We hope to serve more and more.

      Your seminar in Ukraine is so special.

      It gives us huge taste to hearing Srimad Bhagavatam.

      Thank you so much for the taste to hearing about Krishna,

      chanting the holy names and serving to Krishna, guru and vaisnavas.

      You are the best example for us in this way.

      

      Yours servants,

      Vrajabasi bandhu das and Prema-netra dasi

    

  


  
    Yamuna Jivan Das


    
      Nama Om Visnu padaya Krsna presthaya bhutale

      Srimate Devamrita Swamin iti namine.

      Pracare purva-daksyam ca bhaktacara-pravinata

      pararthatapi karunyam yasya sarve ca te namah

      

      Dear Gurudeva,

      

      Please accept our most humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories to you on your most auspicious Vyaspuja day!

      

      Maharaj,even though we are not qualified to glorify you. I take this opportunity to express our gratitude for helping us to develop Krsna Consciousness. We are fortunate to have the shelter of your lotus feet and the benefit of your personal association.

      

      Krishna states in the Bagavad Gita Bg.18.69 “ There is no servant in this world more dear to Me than he, nor will there ever be one more dear."

      

      na ca tasman manusyesu

      kascin me priya-krttamah

      bhavita na ca me tasmad

      anyah priyataro bhuvi

      

      Gurudeva, this description completely fits you, as you set as an example in your constant service to Srila Prabhupad in your preaching activities to make Krishna consciousness available to everyone in this Kali-yuga. You are compassionate to the fallen souls like us and give your mercy kindly to everyone equally.

      

      Gurudev, you are using your unique and highly intellectual skills in preaching and to convince the conditioned souls to take up the Bhakti yoga process.You are very efficient in using your academic merit, research skills while presenting thought provoking lectures, your humor in making the lectures interesting, showing cutting edge documentaries and ecstatic kirtans encourage and capture the audiance to easily accept this message of how to love Supreme God/ Sri Krishna.We admire the way you inspire and make people understand the goal of life.

      

      In your address to last year Vyasa puja celebration you stated how one has to capture Krishna’s attention.

      “If we’re just thinking of our own Krsna Consciousness, we will not catch Krishna’s attention, because Lord Gauranga’s message IS to go out and reach out to others! Let me venture out from my comfortable situation, take a risk for Krishna, take on some

      difficulty, be quickly recognized by Krishna, capture His Attention! Always extend yourself even at personal inconvenience, that IS the attitude of our parampara…and quickly capture Krishna’s attention!”

      

      This is such a powerful instruction for every one who really wants to be committed and dedicated in their service to Krishna. Maharaj, you are a perfect example for your sacrifice of life to deliver the fallen souls. You are using your time and energy efficiently in spreading Lord Caitanya message even at personal inconvenience and difficulties. A while ago I read Salted Bread, after that my love for you, my appreciation of your struggles and sacrifice have grown exponentially…you took such a great risk to travel to communist countries where the programs were arranged secretly at unknown places, where there is a constant threat of KGB raids and prosecutions.

      

      Although I am very fallen and not qualified to do any service, it is by your mercy alone I get chance to get devotee association and engage in devotional service. Even though it looks like we are very well engaged in the process of Bhakti yoga But often I get the feeling that we are not being sincere enough, or that we are not doing as much as we really could, or that our actions are somehow motivated by impure selfish desires. Sometime we share with you all silly mundane problems we face in our material life to seek solutions. You patiently listen and instruct us. We are such a useless insignificant servants as compared to our god brothers and god sisters who constantly endeavor to assist you in your mission of preaching and spreading the holy name.

      

      Thank you so much Guru Maharaj for being the dear most spiritual father and Krishna's direct representative in my life. Thank you so much for inspiring me through your lectures and personal example

      Thank you very much for encouraging me to read Srila Prabhupad books and your instruction that we need to read them again and again. Please, bless me so that I am able to share this knowledge with others.

      

      My only desire is that you please bless us to serve those who are dear to you and engage us in activities that please you the most and in that way we can be able to assist you in your preaching mission of serving Srila Prabhupad. We beg you for your kindness, guidance and direction to continue our endeavors in our spiritual journey.

      

      

      We all pray for your continued good health so that more and more conditioned souls like us can become Krsna Conscious by your mercy and association.

      

      Trying to be your faithful servants,

      

      Yamuna Jivan Das, Jahnavi Jivan Dasi and Bhakta Gopal

    

  


  
    Yasodeva das


    
      Dear Srila Gurudeva,

      

      Please accept my most humble obeisances,

      all glories to Srila Prabhupada and all glories to you!

      

      In the Caitanya Caritamrita Adi Lila, chapter 1, text 35, Srila Prabhupada explains that,

      “In the spiritual master’s absence, his words of direction are the pride of the disciple.”

      Gurudeva! You have given me so much to be proud of! Please allow me to repeat a few of these words of yours, which you recently spoke at Gaura Yoga, and which I’ve found to be particularly inspiring:

      “The heart of the Vaisnava is full of yearning, full of longing! Even a beginning devotee... So you may say, ‘Well, we don’t feel this way, should we fake it?’ It’s not faking it, what you’re doing is... You’re following in the footsteps of Krishna’s dearest devotees and by their grace these original sentiments in you will remanifest!”

      I want only to follow in your footsteps, Srila Gurudeva, and if I happen to feel some yearning and longing for Krishna’s service then I’ll know that these sentiments are real because that is the effect of your grace. Before receiving your favour I was simply struggling in the debilitating darkness of ignorance, wasting my loving propensity with reckless abandon and just when I had not a single ray of hope to look towards, that’s when you sent a search party to rescue me:

      “We may think, ‘Oh I had a glimpse the other day when I was chanting, I had a glimpse...’ But those glimpses are so precious; they’re like the first rays of dawn! They let you know the sun will rise if you continue!”

      Gurudeva, you give us so much hope! So much aspiration! Just like the cataki bird, whom only drinks water that falls directly from the raincloud, I want nothing else in my life than to drink through the ears this nectar which flows liberally from your lotus mouth. You’re giving us a legacy in your words of direction and I’m so proud to be a servant of that legacy. Therefore, I am begging you to please count me amongst the innumerable devotees who aspire for residence at your lotus feet.

      yearning to be your surrendered servant,

      - Yasodeva das

    

  


  
    Zeva Attwood


    
      Dear Gurudeva,

      

      All glories to you on this most auspicious day of your appearance and Vyasa Puja Celebration.

      

      Even though it is the bleak and thorny age of Kali, you have appeared like a shining gem in this world - and how you have brought us much to be appreciative of.

      Until your intervention, to me the world was a grey path, wandering aimlessly toward distant and obscure horizons that seemed to promise a kind of soft and comforting sense of oblivion.

      Now I can only shudder at the thought.

      Thank you so much for stopping me and handing me a brain. Of course, I am still trying to figure out how to use the thing and my vision is blurry, but at least some colour is coming through.

      Amidst the spectrum of gradually increasing wonders that appear is the notion of becoming part of a spiritual family and community.

      I consider myself truly blessed to be involved with what you have propagated here at Gaura Yoga. A community based on real knowledge, real relationships and real love.

      I feel, more than ever, a sense of purpose and connectedness. You have provided us with so many ways and so much facility for being able to engage our propensities in serving the Lord and have brought so many beautiful individuals together to share in the experience of working toward the highest goal. I find myself constantly inspired by your example to do more, to push beyond my pre-conditioned boundaries and to want to give others also the joy of tapping into the ultimate source.

      It is hard for me to conceive of how it is that you have appeared in this time of darkness, except for the fact that you have had such a direct hand in saving the lives of many souls from great suffering, and without you these people would not have had such a chance.

      Gurudeva, I have to say that it has become apparent to me that even though I am so fortunate to be given such a chance, I don't truly take enough advantage of your "availability" as a spiritual father, due to some contamination of pride and envy. It's nothing new of course, I understand that it is a very common theme with men in particular. But as the momentous occasion of initiation approaches, I feel I must look deeper into how I choose to relate to you and what it means to have you in my life.

      I recall when I first met you at New Gupta Vraja. I had met some devotees at the Organic River Festival and was doing some WWOOFing at Waihoanga, convenitently situated just down the road. Along with Chris from Riverslea, I was invited to attend your workshop on the Bhagavad Gita and you read from the 9th chapter. I then had the great priviledge of joining you at the table to take prasad. After patiently listening to me spout some nonsense I had read in a speculative literature somewhere, you began to talk about Krishna. I remember I was a little confused about God being a person, I didn't really know what to say, and I asked "Yes but how do I relate to Krishna?" You looked straight at me and promptly replied "Well, how do you relate to me?" Undoubtedly, the relevance of the question remains as important and pertinent today as it was they day you posed it. And I am still trying to figure out the answer.

      There is a kind of fog that perennially creeps up and covers my consciousness, and all too often I forget from whom it is I have received this knowledge which carries me forward, and to whom I owe my most heartfelt gratitude. But sometimes Krishna reminds me from within my heart that that person is You. And again I am truly thankful.

      Looking forward to making the most of your association in the days to come,

      

      Your humbly aspiring servant

      

      Zeva

    

  

